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BOARD OF EDUCATION,

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 1848.

MR. BoswortH, from the Ezecutive Committee, for the Care,
Government and Management of the Free Jcademy, pre-
sented the following Report, which was read and ordered to
lie on the table and be printed.

JOHN A. STEWART,
Clerk.
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REPORT.

TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF
NEW YORK.

Tae Executive Committee for the care, government and man-
agement of the Free Academy, to whom was referred the resolu-
tion in the words following, viz:

A

Resolved, That the applications received for apportionments in
the 'Free Academy, be referred to the Executive Commiltee for
the care, government and management of the Free Academy,
and that the said Executive Committee be, and hereby are, re-
quested to prepare and present to this Board at an early day, the
outlines of a plan for its govermment and management, the sys-
tem of education intended to be pursued, its extent and its
branches, with the number proposed to be engaged as the Faculty,
and the arrangement of their several duties, together with the
qualifications necessary for the admission of pupils, and such
further detail as may, in their view, be pecessary to prepare the
Board to act in all matters connected with said Academy, with
an explicit undersianding of its purposes; it being understood that
said Committee have no power (o make any appoiutment or incur .
any expense without authority from this Board,

respectfully Report in part, upon the matters refered.
That on the 20th of January, 1847, a Select Committee, in

obedience toa resolution of the Board, instructing them 1o en-
quire into the application of that part of the Literature Fund
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which is apportioned by the Regents of the University, to the City
and County of New York,” and also into the expediency of apply-
ing “to the Legislature for such an alteration of the law as will
permit the monies referred to, to be applied to the support of a
high school or college for the benefit of pupils who have been
educated in the public schools of the City and County, reported
at length upon that subject to the Board.

That report concluded by proposing for the consideration of the
Board, among other resolutions, the following, viz:

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to draft a
memorial in the name of “The Board of Education of the City
of New York,” praying

1st. “That the Legislature will be pleased to pass a law di-
recting the Regents of the University to pay over to the Board of
Education, such amount of the Literature fund as may be uppor-
tioned by them to the third, fourth, fifth and sixth Senate districts
of this state—such monies to be applied 10 the support of a Free
College or Academy, for the instruction of students who have
been pupils in the public schools of the said city.”

That report recommended the establishment cf “a Free Col-
lege or Academy,” and presented its design, nature and objects
in this language : “ Your Committee will not at present enter
into the details of the proposed institution, but will briefly remark,
that their design is to offer the idea of a college, which, while it
shall be in no way inferior to any of our colleges in the character,
amount or value, of the information given to the pupils, the couise
of studies o be pursued will have more especinl reference to the
active duties of operative life, rather than those more particularly
regarded as necessary for the pulpit, bar or the medical pros-
fession.” =
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That report was published and made the special order of busi-
uess for the meeting of the Board, held on the 10th of February,
1847.

At such meeting, after a full consideration of such report, the
Board, by a vote nearly unanimous, appointed a Commitiee to
draft a memorial in the name of the Board, to be presented to the
Legislature, praying, among other things, .

First. “ That the Legislature will be pleased to pass a law di-
recling the Regents of the University to pay over to the Board of
Education, such amount of the literature fund as may be appor-
tioned by them to the third, fourth, fifth and sixth Senate dis-
tricts of this state; such monies to be applied to the support of a
Free College or Academy, in the City of New York, for the in-
struction of students who have been pupils in the common schools
of the said City.

Second. # That the Legislature will further authorize the Board
of Education in said city, to call on the Supervisors from time
to titne, to raise by tax, such sums as may be required for the
erecting, furnishing and fitting up of said College or Academy,
and supporting the same, such sums to be notified to, and raised
by the said Supervisors, in the same manner and under the same
headiug of taxation that the monies for the support of common
schools in said city are now raised.”

A memorial was drafted and presented to the Legislature, ac-
companied with the draft of a law, which the Legislature was
urged to pass. The memorial stated the fact, as shown by the
then last report of the Regents of the University, that the number
of students in Columbia College was 114, and in the New York
University 131, and that the annual expenditures of these institu-
tions, including interest on the debts owing by them respectively,
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reach of all the children of the city whose genius, capacity, and
desire of attainments are such as to render it reasonably cer-
taip that they may be made, and by such means would become
eminently useful to society.

“The permanency of our free institutions, the future state of
society, the extent to which the Jaws of the country will be re-
garded, and social quict and order preserved, depend essentially
upon the virtue and intelligence of the people.

“1t is believed that a liberal education of the largest practicable
number of the young men who may propose to seek the means
of subsistence in agricultural, mechanical, or other productive
occupations, would exercise a genial influence upon all the va-
ried relations of social and political life : that such an education
would not tend to dissatisfy them with such pursuits. * * *
That such a result would remove the foolish prejudice which
now induces thousands to abandon the honest and healthy pursuits
of their fathers, in order to establish themselves in professions
and mercantile pursuits which are already crowded to excess,
and ln.\x‘h_t.h the public rather needs an increase of practical
abllny than of numbers ; that such a change would overturn the
erroneous opinion so prevalent among, and fatal to, many young
men, at the present day, that some occupations are more honora-
ble than others, and for that reason more desirable.

% One object of the proposed Free Institution is, to creale an
additional interest in, and more completely popularize the Com-
mon Schools. It is believed that they will be regarded with ad-
ditional favor, and attended with increased satisfaction, when the
pupils and their parents feel that the children who have received
their primary education in these schools, can be admitted to all
the benefits and advantages furnished by the best endowed col-
lege in the state, without any expense whatever. It is believed
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Board is engaged in prescribing the system, and nature of the
studies which may be pursued in the Free Academy.

’
J

L

The Act authorizing the Board to establish a Free Academy
would scem, from its provisions, to contemplate the establish-
ment of an institution equal in all respects to that indicated in
the memorial to the Legislatare. It gave authority to erect a
building at an expense of $50,000. It authorized the annual ex-
penditure of $20,000 for its support, exclusive of a proportion of
the Literature Fund. and of any meaus of which the Board might
be possessed from other sources than taxation. ‘These sources of
permanent revenue constitntea fund adequate to the support of
an institution that should take rank among the highest in the
country. It will have the power to afford superior advantages of
liberal culture and classical education. T'here seems no reason
to doubt, that by the peculiar facilities it will furnish for instruc-
tion of the highest order in various branches of kuowledge omit-
ted altogether or but partially taught in our colleges, by its ex-
emption from all considerations of profit or loss in the admission
or rejection of pupils, or in enforcing a firm and salutary disci-
pline, it will accomplish an education for the children of the city,
more diversified and generally valuable for the ordinary purposes
of life, than is attainable in any institation of t strictly colle-

giate form,
i

The Act provided, as a condition to its becoming a law, that
the question whether such Academy should be established accord-
ing to its provisions should be submitted to the people at the elec-
tion to be held on the first Monday of June, 1847, and that a
majority of the votes given must be in favor of the proposition.
‘The question was so submitted, and: 19,404 votes were given in
favor of it, to 3,409 against.

It is but reasonable to suppose that the power to establish the
2
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Free Academy was conferred by the people in full eonfidence that
this Board would fully redecm its pledge, and make it as com-
plete and efficient in character as they had promised to do.

Before proceeding to consider particularly the system of studies
to be pursued, it is necessary first to ascertain what the starting
point will be, and inquire what shall be the nature and extent of
the acquirements of the papils at the time of entering. 'T'hese are
to be prescribed by the Board, and will be the basis of the exami-
nations for admission. It would seem to be a oletr propositioln
that all pupils applying for admission should be well instructed
in the branches usnally taught in the Common Schools of the

« city, and to the full extent to which they can be efficiently tanght
them in those schools. There can be no propriety in giving in-
struction in the Free Academy which can be as well given in the
Common Schools. The average annual expense of it per scholar

will be nearly. if not fully, four times ¢ reater than in the Com-
mon Schools,

The law, in confining all the adthissions into it to pupils from
the Common Schools, indicates, in a measure, the degree of ad-
vancement that will be required as a test for admission. There
is nothing, however, in this fact inconsistent with the idea of
gradually raising the standard, and with it elevating gradually
and steadily the grade of instraction in the Common Schools, if
it should be hereafter deemed expedient to do so. It may per-
haps be found necessary, if more apply for admission than can be
aceommodated, todemand higher qualifications. I"hese ad yaneed
requisitions may be in various branches of English education, or
in mathematical studies, or in both, There wonld seem 1o be no
reason for requiring any kuowiedgo of Latin as a prerequisite for
admission, and that for two rensons. First, because such knotw-
ledge cannot be given in the Common Schools without great, and
as itis believed, undesirable changes in the leading features of

T
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the system ; second, because no students, 1f the opinion of the
Board should coincide with that of the Committee, should be re-
quired to study the Latin or Greek languages, unless they should
elect to go through with the full classical course.

A very thorough knowledge of arithmetic and geography, as
well as efficient instruction in reading, writing, general history,
and Euglish grammar, can be obtained in the Common Schools.
In some of the Common Schools, algebra and geomelry are
taught to considerable extent.

The Committee recommend that pupils, to be entitled to ad-
missicn, should be able to pass a good examination in reading,.
spelling, defining, geography, grammar, arithmetic and the his-
tory of the United Stales.

In order to test more fully the acquaintance of the scholar with
the several subjects, the examinations should be conducted both
orally and in writing.

It is important that whatever qualification may be prescribed
as pre-requisites to admission, the examination should be so rigid
as to prevent the admission of applicants not possessing such
gualificatious.

It may not be deemed hest to adhere to this rule so rigorously
at the commencement of operations, as to refuse admission to &
candidate although not fully prepared in any one brauch, if he
be a boy of promise and a good scholar in other branches. But
the examination must be thotough, and no standard should at
any time be fixed that it is not intended to observe strictly.
Applicants for admission will have no rigiit to complain, as they
will all be on the same footing. 'T'hese facilities for acquiringan
education are provided at the public cost for those qualified to
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improve the advantages that they afford. Admission into the
Free Academy ought to be regarded as a preminm for scholar-
ship. Itisin this way that it will act most efficiently upon the
pupils in the Common Schools, stimulating them to exertion.
«  Inthis way, also, it is hoped that an important influence will be
exercised upon the instruction in these schools. They will be
brought into comparisan with each otherin the evidences of their
results, as furnished by the number
candidates they shall severally
mission into the Free Ac
ration of the High Scho
itis regarded as making
+ money,

and superior preparation of
send to the examinations for ad-
ademy. So igportant has been the ope-
ol, in Philadelphia, in this respect, that
a full return for the whole outlay of
by the change it has produced, and the influence it is ex-
| erting in the Cormon Schools, independently of the blessings of
education it is itself dilfusing. The Free Academy by euforcing
- striet examinations, will have a great advantage over most of the
higher literary seminaries and colleges, which depend upon the
fees of students for their support. It need receive no incompe-
tent or laggard subjects, and may expect, with good reason, to be
honored in all its graduates, to the extent they shall avail them-
selves of its courses of instruetion.

-

Itis recommended that there be semi-annual examinations for
the admission of students, and that no person shall be eutitled o
examination for admission at the first examination who has not
been a pupil in the Common Schools for the period of six months,
nor at any subsequent examination, who has not been such pu-
pil for the period of one year,

It is supposed that any thing less than this term would be a
violation of thie intentions of the Legislature in confining the ad-
missions of the Frez Academy to those who have been pupils in
the Common Schools. There seews no objection (o making the
term less at the first admission, because of want of information
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on the part of the community, and in order to commence with a
number that will better employ the teachers that must be engaged.
To require a longer term in the Common Schools would
probably be of little importance practically, as it is believed that
as soon as public attention is fully given to the Common Schools,
and their efficiency in teaching is known, it will rarely occur
that the preliminary qualifications will be sought in other
schools. '

The High School in Philadelphia, on its first organization i
1838, merely required a certificate that the candidate for admis-
sion belonged to one of the Graunmar Schools ofthatcity. Find-
ing that many entered the Grammar Schools only formally, the
controllers ordered that the candidates should have attended the
Grammar Schools six months, and near the close of 1842, changed
the term to one year. Such has been the effect of their High
School upon their Grammar Schools, by preseribing from time to
time greater attainments as a prerequisite to admission, and which
it has been necessary to do to enable the High School to accom-
modate all qualified for admission, that, ag stated in the annual
report for 1846, (page 204,) it is now hecoming a rare instance
for a pupil to be admitted to the High School who has received
any of his preparation elsawhere than in the public schools.”
The average time that had been passed in the puplic schools, by
the class admitted on the L11th of July, 1846, was four years and

eleven months.

It is not deemed essential to make the age of the pupils a sub-
ject of consideration. It is believed that proficiency is the fairest
and most reasonable test. On the first organization of the Phila-
delphia High School, no one could be admitted unless twelve
years of age. 'The average age of the class first admitted was
twelve years and one month. Since that time the requisitions in
regard to scholarship have been so much increased, that it is rare
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for any eandidate to pass examination who is not beyond that
age. 'T'he average age of the class admitted July 11, 1846, was
fourteen years and nine months.-~(Same Report, p. 203.)

Another and more important question is, What shall be tanght
in the Free Academy ! On the decision of this question depends
the character, and, to some extent, the number of the teachers
requisite to manage it successfuily and efficiently,

It is not supposed that on the opening of the Academy it will
commence instructing in all of the various branches which it is
designed to teach. For itis not to be presumed that the attain-
ments of those first admitted will be so diversified as to furnish
scholars for all the classes and branches of a widely extended
course of education. As the Act provides that only those shall
be admitted who have pupils in the comnion schools of the city,
the probability is that there will not be a very great difference in
their attainments on entering. Those most forward will perhaps
be but a few months advanced beyond the admission standard.
‘T'he institation must therefore educate its pupils from this nearly
even grade ofnuninme?n, all the way np to the finishing studies
of its system, and be therefore nearly as many years in filling up
its classes as are required for passing through its most complete
course of education. .

The pledges that were given by this Board to the public, as to
the character of the institution, cannot be redcemed, except by
providing a system by which those who choose to do so can pur-
sue a highly diversified and extensive course of liberal education.
But while such provision is made, it will undonbtedly be also ex--
pected that the educational arrangement will be such that the po-
pils, not desirous to pass through.a full course, will be enabled to
prosecute only such studies as will qualify them for the particu-

lar pursuit which they design to follow as a business for life, It
is believed that both of these objects can be realized.
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The education furnished at the Military Academy at West
Point, which is peculiarly valuable for the military profession,

but is also of superior finish and refinement for the intercourse of

life, is of a high order, resting as its main basis, on mathematical
science, which is pursued much further than in colleges. It is
deemned important, in view of the practical employments of a
large proportion of: those who shall be taught in the IFree Aca-
demy, to give great prominence to these studies.

The education furnished by the systems provided in the col-
leges of our couutry, is designed primarily as a foundation and
preparation for the practice of one of the liberal professions. In
the diversified taste, talent and disposition of the pupils who will
enter the Free Academy, it may be expected that there will be
some designing to fit themselves for these, as well as other of the
occupations of life. A similar course of literary culture to that
farnished in the colleges should therefore be provided for those
who desire to pursue it

It will undoubtedly be expected that an education will be fur-
nished, qualifying the student in an eminent degree for the va-
rious occupations of industry, for mercantile or mechanical pur-
suits, for navigation or agriculture, for manufactures and the arts,
It will be expected that instruction will be given in the applica-
tions of chemistry, of mathematics, and the principles of mecha-
nics ; in a word, in the more important applications of science to
the industrial arts. Undoubtedly there may be disappointment
as to the range of such special adaptation of instruction (o parti-
calar pursuits that will be afiorded by the Free Academy. It
cannot cover the whole field of human industry. But it may do
much in preparing young men (o enter with peculiar advantages
upon all the avenues of life, and thus lead to great results. This
practical aim should constitute a marked and peculiar feature in
the systeti of the Free Academy. Itis in this respect pre-emi-
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nently that it will be g college for the people. It must be borné
in*mind, however, that in order 1o make such a practical edues:
tionfas will be really valuable, it _must have o thorough ground-
work. Tustructions in the applications of scienee cannot

ndvunlngeousiy communicated withont a thorong i knowledge ‘“f
the ‘principles of the particular science 1o b ﬁppliud, and will
result in a miserably incomplete and ill-balanced education;

without an aceurate knowledge of syel, principles, and a faif
extent of other culture,

In connection with the subject of the studies to be pursued,

may be well (o refer 1o what is done by other Academies in the
State. The reports of the Regents of the U
they give instruction in the following branches, viz : Arithmelic;
Book keeping, Composition, Penmanship, English Grammar,
Geography, Elocution, Algebra, Arehitecture, Carpentry, Astron-
omy ; Integral and Differential Calculus Plane, Analytic and
Dccripliw'Genmclry; Conig Sections, l-lugiueuring. Levelling,
Electricity, Hydrostatics and Poeamatics, Logarithims, Magne-
tism, Mechanics, Mensuration, Surveying, !\‘nwgaliun, Nantical
Astronoriny, Optics, Natural Philosophy, Perspeetive Technologys
Trigonometry ; the Latin, Greek, French, German, Spanish and
Italian Languages ; Anatomy, Botany, Chemistry, Conchology,
Geology, Mineralogy, Physiology, Zoology, Natural History,
Constitutional and Goverfiment Law, Logie, Intellectual and
Moral Philosophy, Political Economy, and Rhetoric ; while in
som; of the Academies there are also tanght [)rawing, anpiug,
Natural Theology, and Evidences of Christianity ; ang in one,
Hebrew.  Of the one hundred and fifty-five Academies in the -
State, that had made returns to the Regents prior to making their
report in April, 1847, all the Male Academies except thirteen

taught the Greek Language ; all the Male Academies except

three taught the Latin ; all except twenty-three the French ; that

eleven taught the German, ten the Italian, four the Spanish, and

lversity show that
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nine Academies or incorporated Seminaries for Females, the Latin
language. ‘

Unless provision be made for acquiring a thorough knowledge
of the Latin, Greek and French language, the Free Academy
will present fewer advantages than nearly all the Academies of
the interior of the State, and will be far inferior in character to
the Free College or Academy promised in the memorial from this
Board to the Legislature. Unless provision be made for learning
the Spanish and German languages, the pupils will not be able
to acquire the knowledge obtained in many of the established

Academies.

Probably every member of the Board will desire to prescribe
a system which will embrace instruction in all of these languages,
and at the same time leave to parents and gunardians freedom of
choice between them; with the liberty also to have their child-"
ren pursue all, or omit lo pursue cither when they do not design
to continue them long enough to study cither with profit, in addi-
tion to the branches which they are more particularly desirous
should be thoroughly learned.

In the High School in Philadelphia, the course denominated
the principal course, embraces the study of the French and Span-
ish langnages ; the classical course, the Latin and Greek. Those
who expect to leave at the end of two years are not obliged to
study the languages, and devote the hours designated for prosecu-
ting those brauches to cerlain advanced English studies, which
constitute the eztra English course.

At the opening of that institution, all the pupils were required
to pursue a course of classical studies. In 1840, that institution
was re-organized, and the three courses arranged, in order that
more particular regard might be paid to the inclinatious of the

3 -
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sical course, while previously to that, only 22 per cent. of the
nuwber adwitted selected it. (Id. p. 100.) Such has been
the result there of allowing a freedom of choice. The attendance
upon the classical course hus increased 3 a practical evidence” of
the importance attached to the study of the Latin and Greek
languages, where opportunity has been given to pursue or omit
the study of them, as the judgment of parents or guardians might
dictate,

The Committee recommend that the Board so organize the
Free Academy, and provide such a system, as will enable the
pupils to acquire a thorough knowledge of Latin, Greek, French,
Spanish and German, or cnch of 1]wm, as they may desire to
learn, but not to require the study of any of them, as a matter of
course, of the students, The study of the ancient languages,
particularly, should be left entirely to the choice of the pupils or
their guardians. It is desirable to allow as great a freedom of
choice as possible in regard to all the studies to be pursued.
There must be some limit, however, to this privilege of selection,
arising from considerations of advantage to the scholar, and a
discreet use of the means placed at the disposal of the Board for
the anuual support of the institution, The great advantage of
competition, and the incitement of sympathy, on youthful minds
pursuing together a long series of the same stndies, would be lost
by a mnscellnucmls commingling, at all hours of the day, of a
mass of scholars pursuing studies with so little regard to system
that they could not be arranged in classes of proper numbers,
and capable of making profitably common progress. It would
also seriously embarrass the discipline of the institution. There
are certain English studies which are usually deemed mdlspen-
sable to a gond cducation. These may properly be required in
all cases, to a certain extent. Indeed, in order that the education
shall be really valuable to the scholar, and efficient in its char-
acter, it must be systeiatic. But in regard to studies which have

.
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a peculiar value as a qualification for particular occupations, and
with reference to all those which have not this general character
of importauce, as free a range of choice should be allowed as is

compatible with (he orderly working of the whole machinery of
the Academy,

It may, however, be deemed proper to furnish, to some extent,
the advantages of lectures on parlicular subjects or eyen of in-
struction in particular branches of science, to those who cannot for
any controlling cause, devote more time to their general education.
If this can be done without interfering with the regular and per-
manent pupils, in the general courses of (he institation, it would

seem illiberal to withhold the advantage which may be thus
afforded.

»

The Philadelphia High School has the following teachers, and
at the following salaries :

A Principal, who is also professor of Moral, Mental and

PoliticalScieuce,nl........................ ceee 82000
A professor of Practical Mathematics at . ... Snibonee 1,350
% Professor of "I'heoretical Mathematics...ooensoe.., 1,350
“ Professor of History and Belles LiBLLore vk oas v iinanc 1,350
“ Professor of Natural Historg vsn sivin oi5s o4 1,350
“ Professor of Latin and Greek. . ... . TS T e 1,100
“ Professor of French and ORIl « st e e SR 1,000
“ Professor of Drawing, Writing and Book-keeping. e

1,100

“ Professor of Chemistry and Natural Philosophy ..., ’500
“ First Assiamul........................ oy 400
 Second Assistant. , et L S 200
b $11,850
“The whole number in the High School, Sept. 1, 1846, was 452,
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making an average of forty-one pupils to each teacher. The
professor of Cliemistry and Nutural Philosophy are engaged for
only a part of the day, and the principal devotes his time mainly
to the general oversight of the school, so that the actual average
is stated to be about forty-five pupils to each teacher as actually
employed. The report referred to, states the well considered con-
clusion, that this is about the highest average number of scholars
thus advanced, that can be efficiently instructed by one teacher.
If a fair experiment should prove this to be a sound conclusion,
then to instruct 800 pupils in studies of the like charactef, would

require at least sixteen teachers including the Principal.

The means provided for the annual support of the Free Acade-
my it is believed will be sufficient to employ that number of teach-
ers, qualified for the position, and defray its other incidental ex-
penses. The Committee are of the opinion, that when the insti-
tution is in successful operation, so as to require the full comple-
ment of teachers, suitable ones can be procured and retained at

about the following rates of compensation—

1. A Principal, who will also be a Professor in some
department, Alesesuserissorcooiseesanananes £2,500
1. A Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy 1,500

1. An Assistant do do o, 800
1. A Professor of Greek and Latin Languagese.«.... 1,500
1. A Department of Modern Languages, equal to one
Professorship..esssessect caaressenconeone, 1,500
1. A Professor of Political Bconomy and Moral and
Intellectual Philosophyssee.ceiucieeananns 1,500

1. A Professor of History and Belles Lettres.cccoevees 1,200
1. A Professor of Chemistry and Natural History«....» 800
1. A Department of Drawing, Writing and Book-

KEEPING..scsssasnsses®®otonaensatancesanes
7 Assistants and Lectuarers at an average of $700.....

1,200
4,900

——

16 Total salariessssseensss+ S17,400
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This scale is not suggested as exhibitin

g a complete arrange-
ment, or as defining precisely

the extent and the relative import-
ance of the different departiments, or ag presenting exactly the
salaries (o be assigned to each ; hut us Al approximate estimate of
the probuble nuyber and aggregute expense of the teachers that
may be requisite (o conduct the institution,

If highly educated ang accomplished Professors can be procured
al these salaries, and compelent assistants at (}is average, there
will be left of (}e $20,000 allowed for the apnual support of the
Free Academy, the sum of $2,600, exclusive of the amount that
may be drawn from (he literature fynd. This fund, of the
amount it pow Consists, being $40,000, would give to the Frf.“
Academy, for 800 students, 82,000, on o pro-rata division of it
among 16,000 pupils. The apportiomnent of April 24, 1847.
Was among 13,999, in the whole state, and pro-rata, The year
preceding among 13,481, by Senate districts.  "T')e year pre:
ceding that among 12,257, by Senate districts,

Ifthe Free Academy is suitably furnished

is believed (ht enough will be left of (le $20,000 afier paying
teachers’ salaries, together with the amount that may be received
from the Literature Fund, (o defray the expenses of books o be

bought from year (o year, and of the eare and preservation of (he
building and o(her property connected with iy

when it ig opened, it

The number of teachers embraced in (l

observed, has reference to the wants of (he Academy, as jy will be,
when filled wi, scholars,

_ and al] s arrangements are perfected.
It is not probable that the whole number of Assistang Teachers
suggested in (his report wil

be required in (he first, and perhaps
not within the seconq year of its operations,

is estimale, it will be




23

qualifications for admission, as will tend to limit the number ad-
mitted the first one or two years to an average attendance ot
much exceeding five hundred in number.  Such a regulation, it
is believed, would be best caleulated fo secure the admission of a
class of young men, a considerable portion of whom would be
likely to continue long enough to illustrate the character of a
institution. It would furnish more opportunily for an appropriate
classification of the pupils, the establishment of a good system of
government for the Academy, of simple rules, for a proper division
of labor amoug the Professors and Assistants, and intelligently de-
signating the particular studies for the different periods of the
year, and the time and place of each recitation from day to day
for the several classes, and the particular Professor by whom in
each instance they are to be heard.

The Committee are of opinion that these rules cannot be pre-
scribed with any practical wisdom prior to the admission of the
first class. Until that has taken place, it cannot be known how
much the pupils will vary in attainments; whether their parents
intend that they shall continue through a full course, or only a
praclicul one ; what classifications will be expedient, and what
system of rules will best secure method and efficiency in imparting
instruction. But provision can much more easily be made in re-
lation to such matters, when the objects to be aflected by it are
ascertained. As the institution progresses, modifications will be
indispensable, to adopt the practical operations within it to the
increasing numbers and advanced stages in the course of a full
education, which those remaining from the classes successively
admitted, shall have reached.

The Committee are alzo of the opinion that it would be inex-
pedient to prescribe the particular books to be used in any depart-
ment of instruction, until after the Principal and Professors shall
have been appointed, and the Board furnished with their views
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and advice upon the subject,
sult from Postponing the disp

No injury or inconvenience can res
osition of this question until that

The Committee recommend that o Systematic course of educas
tion in the Free Academy, with (he freedom of selection before
intimated, shal| cover a period of foyr years.  This period is suffi«
ciently short (o embrace (he range of instruction, and the grade
of education whicl, it was established to furnish. To make the
course still more extended woyld provide a still higher education
for a small number, but jt would increase the expense of instruc-
tion in a large ratio, and act to keep down. the number of annu?l
admissions, Ty g desirable to adopt as eleyated standard as is
compatible with (he general objects for whicl, the Free Academy
was instituted, Ty jg equally important (o offer itg advantages 1o
as large a number a¢ is consistent with this aim. It is not of
course expected (hat o very large proportion of those entering will
remain during the entire four years, They will leave at all
slages of progress. Nor is it intended, by arranging the various
studies so as 1o conslitute a four years system, to preclude sty.

dents from remaining beyond sych time, for the purpose of study-

ing branches, or attending lectures, that do not conslitute g part
of the regular system, or of pPursuing some language or study not
included in hei course in the institution, -

different points
expedient to diree such inquiry,
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e general rules, which
day as the Board
It is important

The Committee have also annexed som
they advise should be adopted at as early a

shall be able to give them mature consideration.
that parents, and those having charge of the Common Schools,

should be apprised of the qualifications essential to admission, in
time to enable those designing to apply first to make the necessary

preparation.

The Commiltee would also advise, that asearly as the Board
chn consistently form its judgment it should employ a Principal
and a Professor of the several departments, upon ah arrangement
“that their term of employment shall commence at such period as
the Board shall fix for the first examination for the admission of
students. The Board may deem it expedient that the term of
the Principal should commence some months earlier, that they may
have the benefit of his grealer practical experience in the fitting
up of the building, and adapting ils arrangements (o the best
practical accommodation of the students. The Commitlee deem
this course in every respect advisable, and recommend it to the
favorable consideration of the Board. They believe it will be
economy to the city, and the most certain mode of securing such
method and adaptation in the internal arrangements of the build-
ing as will promote convenience, and furnish all attainable facili-

ties for the easy management of the institution.

The Committee deem it notinappropriate to say, in conclusion,

that their confidence in the influence which the Free Academy is
destined to exert upon the educational interests of the city is undi-
minished. That they fully believe all the advaniages promised
by its friends in their first appeal (o the favor of the people will
be realized. Thatits influence in elevating the standard of com-
mon school education within the city will of itself be worth more
to the public than they will pay for its cost and to defray its an-

nual expenses.

But to make it productive of such results, its Principal and Pro-

4



fessors must be men of pre-eminent ability, and practical as well
as learned.  They should be every way qualified to adorn a cor-
responding position in any collegiate institution of the country.

While the compensation offered should not pe extravagant, it
should be such a5 will permanent

racter and ability,

It would be a miserable
would only secure -an jnfe
ruin any institution, wheth
teacher should possess ey
and it would seem (o be

employ only such.
such teachers, I)ug no
instruct as many as tl

economy to give g compensation which
tior class of men. The lavter would
er their salary was high or low, Each
ery qualification desirable for his position ;

wise for the Board, as also its duty, to
If the Free Acpdemy, when provided with
L means enough 1o employ a force equal to

1e building can accofmmodate, still the Cony-
miltee would recommend that the Board should employ (he funds,

placed at its disposal, in such & manner, that those whe may go
through a full course will contrast favorably, in (he variety and

thoroughness of (heir acquirements, with (he graduates of any in-
stitution of learning within (he United States,

The Committee deem it proper 1o state that two of their num.-
ber do not unite iy some of the preceding recommendations,

The latter think (jat 4 previous atlendan
upon the common schools is all that shoul
examination, nine at the second
one. That the institution bein

ce of three monthg
d be required at the first
» and one year at every subsequent
& eslablished and Supported at (he
common expense of all the people of the city, no rule should be
adopted which will preclude those who desire tosend their children
to it, and who are qualified fop admission, from doing so, "Phat
many men of moderate’ means, who have made sacrifices for (he
education of their children, ang paid their Proportion of the ex-
Pense of sustaining our commop schools, and advanceq them alrea-
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dy to some extent beyond what is usually taught in these schools,
in order to avail themselves of the henefits of this institution,
would be compelled to send their children to these schools for this
perioll of time, il the term is fixed at six months, rather o their
prejudice than improvement. That this class is deserving of con-
sideration. That making the term three months, instead of si%,
for the first admission, would introduce some classes advanced in
attainments beyond the qualifications that will be prescribed for
adiission, and give more character to the institution at its com-
mencement than it would otherwise possess. That under such a
rule the number first admitted will be full as small s is desirable—
that while it will make the advantages of (he instilution accessi-
ble to all who may wish to inprove them, it will deprive no one
of them. That if alarger number of qualified applicants than can
be accommodated should unexpectedly present themselves a pre-
ference might properly be given to those who had longest been
pupils in the comnion schools, That it would not be expedient
to prescribe the six months’ term, until it is ascertained what nam-
ber of boys are now attending the common schools, who would pro-
bably apply for admission, and whocan be sufficiently advanced by
the time the institution will be opened, to pass such an examina-
tion as may be required to entitle them to admission. Ifan an-
gwer to the enquiries recommended 10 be made of the principals
of the several schools, should show this number to be very limited,
the Board might be better satisfied to adopt a shorter term, in
order to commence with such a pumber as would be deemed de-
sirable, and at the same time possessing such qualifications as it
may conclude all should possess before being admitted to this

institution,

as no applicant will be required

They are also of opinion, that
of the ancient or modern lan-

10 possess any knowledge of either
guages at the time of his admission, he will not be able in the pe-

riod of four years to advance far enough in the several studies
-
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embraced in a full course, to graduate with such knowledge of
any of these languages as will be of much practical benefit, unless
he shall prosecute them furthier elsewhere. That if such a course
is arranged as will furnish the facilities and enable the pupils 1o
make (he attainments promised at the time of the application to
the Legislature for the passage of the law authorizing the Free
Academy, they must be allowed a longer period than four years to
complete it. That if students who wish to do so shall be permitted
to acquire a knowledge of both the ancient and the modern lan-
guages, a longer term will be indispensible. That any system
which consults economy in instructing, or by saving the time of
the pupils must provide for studying all of the languages they may
be altowed to learn, in such order that a part of the time of every
year may be devoted (o each of the. That a four years’ term is
sufficiently short for boys having o previous preparation, except
such as can be acquired in the common schools, to obtain that va-
ried and finished education in mathematical and English studies,
and that practicul knowledge of the application of the sciences to
the various pursuits of human life, which it is to be a chief aim
of the institution to furnish, without giving any attention to the
study of the languages, antient or modern.

That while they consider that an institution which can achieve
only the latter results, will be of great service ; they do not eon-
sider it would possess the high character of one, which, in addj.
tion to producing such results, would also give its pupils such
knowledge of the modern languages ns is desirable for a people
like ours, whose commercial enterprise is sending the products of
their labor and skill to all countries of the world, and indispensible
- for the easy and intelligent transaction of the business which has
already grown up between other countries and their own. That
no knowledge of the modern languages is of much practical benefis
to the business man, unless it be such as enables him to speak
them intelligibly and Willl ease, and to understand them aceu.

.
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rately and without difficulty when spoken by others. That un-
less it is proposed (o teach them to such extent, that the pupils
may acquire sucli knowledge of them as will facilitate the pur-
poses of human intercourse, there will be no resulting advantages
to compensate for the time devoted to them by those designing to
engage in productive or commercial pursuits ; and that if they are
taught to such extent, a four years’ term will be insufficient, and
to also acquire a thorough knowledge of the sciences and of their
practical applications. That they desire to present their views on
these points, to prevent the conclusion that they are‘of the opinion
that a four years' term will furnish a system of as high an order,
or productive of as important results as was promised by the me-
morial, or as would seem to be anticipated by the general tenor of
this report. Independent of the different views entertained upon
these points; all the members of the Committee express their en-
tire concurrence in the objects stated and the recommendations
contained in this report.

All which is respectfully submitted.

ROBT. KELLY,
THOMAS DENNY,
ANDREW CARRIGAN,
J. S. BOSWORTH,
GEO. PAULDING.

May 3d, 1848.




Orrice or TaE CLERK oF Ti1e BoArD
oF Epvcarion, for the City and
County of New York,

257 Broadway.
May 4th, 1848.

DEeAR Sir<The Board of Education, at a meeting held on the
3d instant, by resolution instructed me to address to you the fol-
lowing enquiries, and respectfully request a reply directed to the
Clerk of the Board, at your earliest convenience:

First. What number of boys are studying Algebra in the school
under your charge ?
What treatise is used?

How far have they respectively studied the same?

Second. What number are studying Geometry, and what trea-
tise? .
What progress have they severally made ?

Third. What number have studied Astronomy, and” to what
extent respectively?

Fourth. From what Arithmetic do you teach, and how many
have gone through with the same ?

Fifth. What number understand Vulgar and Decimal Frac-
tions, with the rules preceding them in the book used?

Sizth. What Geography do you teach, and what number have
gone through the same ?

L
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Seventh, What History of the United States is studied, and
what number can pass a good examination in the same ?

Eighth. What English Grammar do you teach, and what
number have a substantially accurate knowledge of its rules?

Ninth. What number of the boys now in your school can be
prepared by the first of February next to pass a good examination
in Spelling, Reading, Writing, English Grammar, Geography,
in all the rules of Arithmetic, and in the History .of the United
States, and how long have such pupils been in the public or ward
schools of this city.

Tenth. If you can form an estimate, by enquiry of the pupils,
or other means of knowledge, please state what proportion of the
pumber given in answer (0 the preceding question will probably
apply for admission to the Free Academy, and the grounds of
your opinion?

Eleventh. You will please give such further information as may
be calculated to inform the Board of the number as far advanced
in these studies as can be advantageously instructed in them in
the Common Schools. Also, any more specific information of the
attninménts of your pupils, in Algebra, Geometry, Astronomy,
Arithmetic, Geography, History, or other studies, than a formal
reply to these questions is calculated to elicil, which can be fur-
nished without particular inconvenience.

Very respectfully yours, .

JOHN A. STEWART,
Clerl: of the Board of Education.




RULES

FOR THE ADMIISSION OF STUDENTS INTO THE FREE ACADEMY/

First. There shall be semi-annual examinations for the admis-
sion of students, and the first examination will commence on the
day of

Second. No person shall be examined at the first examination
who has not been a pupil in the common school for the period of
months,

Nor at any subsequent one, unless he has been such pupil at
least one year.

Third. No person shall be entitled to admission unless he shall
passa good examination in
Spelling,
Reading,
Writing,
English Grammar,
Geography,
In all the rules of Arithmetic, and jn
The History of the United States,




