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EDUCATION.
EECOSD ARTIOLE

S Eproation is the guardian of liberty, and lhr:n bulwark
ity. Kunawledge and virtue are generally insep-
ﬂ;mp.m and are in the morl, what heat and

light are to the nataral world—the illominating and vivi-
1y principle.  Fvery effort ought to be made ta fortify
our Institutions s and the great bulwark of security

s to be found in education—the eulture of the heart and
the head, the dilfusion of knowledge, piety and morality.”
— D Wrrr CusTox.

Taue rearing of children is the universal ele-
ment and essential feature of the human family.
But in its high state of improvement this insti-
tution performs many other valuable functions,
It brings about an economical cooperation in
procuring and enjoying the means of subsist-
ence ; maintains the old, fhe weak, and the
gick ; develops the warm n{l‘ections, and multi-
plies the feelings that enter into and enrich
the current of life, and thus softens the blow of
.disaster and misfortune. How important, then,
that each individual should feel the responsi-
bility thus placed upon him ; that he should
remember that, no matter how humble his
sphere, he has only to put his shoulder to the
wheel—1o do his share in the general advance-
ment and improvement of mankind. After
providing food and ehelier, prominent among
the duties of the parent is the educition of his
offipring ; that when, in their turn, they be-
come fathers and mothers, they will be better
prepared to fulfil the responsible duties with
which they become invested.

By the blessings of our free institutions, how
little effort on the part of the parents is re-
quired in most portions of our country to
secure not only aliberal, but, in many instances,
an elaborate and finished edycation. Nor are
these superior benefits spread forth in a manner
that can stigmaiise or bring odfim on the reci-
plents: quite the contrary. Many of those who
have been honored with the highest gifts their
fellow-eitizens can bestow, have been proud in
the acknowledgement that, to the benefits of
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our glorions b School System, they are
mainly indebted for the advantages they enjoy.
The following quotation is the closing sentence
of the brilliant and learned oration, delivered
at Dorchester, Massachusetts, on the Fourth of
July, by the Honcrable Edward Everett, in
which, it will be perceived, he gives a beantiful
tribute to the public schools of this country —

“ Let us, my fellow-citizens, on this anniver-
sary of the nation's birth,,unite 4n the hope
that we ehall still be sustained by the. sawve
Almighty arm which bore our fathers over the
waters—supported them under the hardships of
the first setilement—conducted thém through
the difficulties of the colonial period—protected
them through the dangers of the revolutionary
struggle, and has guided their career as an in-
dependent State. [Cheering.] Thus, my friends,
in the neighborhood of the gpot where, in my
early childhood, I acquired the first elements of
learning at one of those public echools which
are the glory and strength of New England, I
have spoken to you imperfeetly of the appro-
priate topics of the day. It is probably the
last time I shall ever have occasion to address
an audienge preciscly of ihis kind, either in
Dorchester or anywhere else. Retired from
public life, without the expectation or the wish
to return to it, but the contrary—grateful for
the generous marks of public confience which
I'bave received, and which I feel to be beyond
my merits—respeoting the convictions of those
from whom [ have at any time differed, and
aeking the same justice for my own—I own,
fellow-citizens, that few things would befter
please me than to find a quiet retreat in my
native town, where T might pass the rest of my
humble career in the serious studies and tran-
quil pursuits which befit the decline of life,
till the same old bell, whose voice is never
lhinshed, though Time silences first the fathers

and then the children, shall aunouuce for me

also that the chequered scene is over, and the
weary is at rest.” [Loud and long-continued
cheering.]

In a previous article, we endeavored to lay
before our readers & general idea of the Pablic
School system of New York City—that is, from
the Primary to the Grammar or High schools.
But there is still one other feature, and we
thought it of sufficient importance to defer
notice at the time, and make its history the
subject of a special paper. Of course, we allude
to that proud example of the results of republi-
can principles, Tue Frer AcApEMY—an insti-
tution whose benefits, like the dews of heaven,
are distributed without pay or price, alike on
all classes—the highest and lowest in the land.

The New York Free Academy is a legitimate
and almost inevitable development of the §ys-
tem of popular instruction, so liberally endowed
by the State, and so amply provided for by the
city whose name it bears. The interests of {he
body politie, viewed from an enlightened stand-
point, in its public as well as in its less extended
relations, demand some liberal selieme of instruc-
tion by which the children of the masses may
enjoy the privileges and advantages of at least
a good English edncation. The circumstances
of many are such, that they would be precluded
from receiving any instruction whatever of a
literary character, were the chances left to the
ability or the disposition of parents or guardians.
The question accordingly becomes one of vast
importance to the State, whether some system
of popular instruction shall be established and
maintained at the public charge, or whether the
children of {ens of thousands of parents shall
be left to the improbabilities of their circum-
stances. To overlook and to neglect the edu-
cation of the youth of a State is to give them
as a pledge to ignorance, and to assign them to
thriftlessness, poverty and crime, The economy
of providing an education for the young, as a
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simple safeguard against social disasters and
public burdens, is g0 apparent, that it needs no
illustration.

The founders of the school system of the city
of New York, acted early in obedience to the

+ teachings of euch a policy, and half a century
since, a society of benevolent men was incorpo-
rated by the Legislature of the State, under the
title of the Free School Society of New York.
Under the control of that institution, nearly
one hundred schools were organized at various
times, all of which were conducted with great
economy and prudence, yet with an enlightened
liberality fully up to the means placed at its
disposal by the City Treasury.

About the year 1840, a desire for some alter-
ation in the Common School system was ex-
pressed by some of the people of the city, and
after an earnest discussion of two years, an act
was passed by the Legislature, by which the
Board of Education was created, and in com-
pliance with which act, the Commissioners were
elected and entered upon the duties of their
office.

Ounly a few years had transpired before it
became apparent to many, that & very import-
ant advance in the standard of popular educa-
tion was not only expedient, but demanded by
the wants of the city, at that time numbering
nalf a million of inhabitants. This advance, it
was believed, would be obiained by the endow-
ment of an institution which should afford to
the people the opportunities and advantages of
a thorough collegiate course in all the hranches
which give dignity and power to a high school
or college of the first rank.

On the 27th July, 1846, Mr. Townsend Hurris,
one of the Commissioners, offered a resolution
n the Board of Education, upon the adoption
of which & committee was appointed to report
upon the expediency of establishing such an
institution. After a deliberation of six months,
on the 20th ijllmu'y, 1847, a report from the

committee was submitted, urging the import-
ance of the proposed High School upon the at-
tention of the Board. On February 10th, fol-
lowing, the report was considered, and a com-
mittee appointed to memorialize the Legislature
to procure the passage of a law authorizing the
Board of Education to found snd organize the
New York Free Academy., On the 7th of May,
in the same year, the Legislature of the State
passed the act under the provisions of which the
instjtytion wayg estaplished, with a clause pro-
viding it $h quesfion of adoption ehould be
snbmit to the people at the next ensuing
election of echool officers, to be held in June.
The question was o submitted, and the result
of the vote was a majority of 15,995 in its favor,
the vote being 19,404 in the affirmative, and
3,400 in the negative, On the rendition of this
enormous popular verdict, the Board proceeded
to procure the plass of distinguished architects,
and before the close of November of that year,
the ground was broken for the new institution.

The lot upon which the building stands ex-
tends 200 feet on Twenty-third street, and 122
feet on Lexington avenue, and was purchascd
for $25,000. - The edifice is 125 feet by 80, and
consists, exclusive of the basement and great
hall, on the upper floor, of three spacious sto-
ries, which are intersected at right angles by
two wide passages through the middle of the
building. It wns constructed with a view to
the accommodation of one thousand students.
The entire cost of the building was a little less
than $£50,000,

On the 15th of January, 1849, the institution
was opened for the examination of candidates
for admission, and on January 27th, the formal
dedication ceremonies and inauguration of the
Principal and Faculty took place, and the ac-
tive duties of instruction were commenced on
the 5th of the following month,

As the Academy depended upon o class of

students wsembled for the first time from nmoy

different schools in the ecity,
whose qualifications and scholar-
ship were to be fully tested, and
the number of candidates having
been a matter of doubt, n thor-
ough examination was mot at
first atfempted. Considerations
of the highest jmpertance in re-
gard tp the range of studies, the
wants of the institution, and the
necessity of some experience in

| the particular sphere which the
Free Academy was designed to
fill, furnished additional reasons
for this delay in the permanent

| organization of the institution.
The Academy, however, after the
fullest and most mature delibera-
tion, was organized as already

| stated, and the following named
gentlemen entered upon  their
several doties :—

Hornce Webster, LL.D., Princi-

Edward C. Ross, Professor of
Mathematies and Natural Philos-
ophy.

Gerardus B. Docharty, Assistant
Professor of Mathematics and Na-
tural Philosophy.

Theodore Irving, Professor of History and
Belles Lettres.

John J. Owen, D. D., Professor of Ancient
Languages and Literature.

Oliver W, Gibbs, Professor of Chemistry and
Physics.

Jean Roemer, Professor of Frence Language
and Literature.

Augustin J. Morales, Professor of Spanish
Language and Literature.

Thedor Gustav Glaubensklee, Professor of
German Langunage and Literature.

Paul P. Duggan, Professor of Drawing.

Thus originated and commenced the Free
Acndemy—the first institution in the State of
New York which was specially designed to
afford to the poorest as well as to the wealthi-
est citizen the benefits of a thorough collegiate
course of studies, without any cost whatever to
the gtudent. The liberality and noble policy of
its founders, and of the Legislature of the
State, have not by its history so far boen made
a matter of question, but the institution con-
tinually extends its influence and wins new
friends by its career.

The qualifications for admision to the
Academy are as follows : No student can be
admitted unless he reside in the city of New
York, be thirteen years of age, shall have
attended the Common Schools twelye months,
and shall pass a good examination in Spelling,
Reading, Writing, Eoglish Grammar, Geogra-
phy, Arithmetic, Elementary Book-keeping:
History of the United States, and Algebrs, 10
Simple Equations inclusive.

There are two exuminations for the lﬂ»ﬂ‘"i“"r
of students during the year, one in the monl.h.:-;
February and the =econd in July- 'n““’m of
also two examinations for the advanceme

two weeks, jtln‘
students, which occupy about admision.
preceding the examinations for fhe writien
These are both oral snd writter,

papers being answers 0 questions proposed by
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¢he professors, and which are placed in the
pands of the students only on the morning of
the day upon which the examinations in the
respective gubjects are to take place.

A few weeks previous to the time for the ex-
amination of candidates for admission, a circu-
far is addressed by the Presidentof the Faculty
10 the Principals of the various ward schools,
aotifying them thereof, and enclosing blank
certificates in the following form, to be filled
by the teacher :—

Teertify that. ... ...covvvniiranminnaeas now
yesiding 8t No.. ..o ivaineann cannnns street,
in the eity of New York, aged........ Yenrs, on

B T Er e day of.........., 18,....has been
a pupil ino........... School No......... for
................ varie U e Rl e Y b
18...-t018....

Of this time the pupil svas. ... Wi in the
Primary Depariment.

Dated the. .. ... L s

............ Principal.

Appended to the above is a certificate to be
signed by the parent or guardian, as follows :—

I hereby certify that the age of ... ......
given in the foregoing certificate is correct.

Parent or Guardian.

The candidate thus endorsed presents himsell
before the Prineipal of the Academy, who di-
gects the Registrar o muke an accurate entry
of the various facts, which are recorded in the
gespective journals, on the completion of which
the student is furnished with a printed card,
sontaining the following directions :—

1. Throughout the examination you will be
known only by the number on the opposite side
of this card.

2. Do not write your name upon any of your
pyerciset  Every exercise so marked will be
wje{:u‘d.

g, Write your number conspicuonsly at the
top of every exerclse.

4. Avoid all talking or communicating with
other candidates, either at your seat, or while
passing in and oot

6. Bring no book of any kind to the Exami-

DRAWING SCHOOL OE THE FREE ACADEMY.

6. Be carefal not to lose this card, which
will be called for at the close of the Examina-
tion.

The reverse is blank, affording space for the
entry of the subjects in which the student is ex-
amined. The number by which his name is
registered is written upon this card—the name,
school from which he came, and parentage,
being altogether unknown to the professors.
This serves to prevent names or personal influ-
ences from affecting the decision of the examin-
ers in regard to the merits of candidates, and
the record is made of a number in a scale of
ten, which indicates the mexit afthe gupils Ten
is the maximum, and showld the requlpd pim-
ber not be reached, on a comparison of results
in the various departments, the candidate is
marked deficient, and his application is re-
jected.

The student having passed his examination,
enters upon his course of studies, which is to
be, in-every respect, absolutely free. There is
no charge of any kind. All the supplies are
furnished by the institution—Ilexicons and text-
books, even to the slate pencils, paper for lite-
rary exercises, crayons, pen-holders, drawing
materials and mathematical instruments. The
Academy furnishes the means, and requires
only that the student shall furnish the industry,
the talent, and the ambition to use them to the
best possible advantage.

There is a well-sclected chemical and philo-
sophical apparatus from the best European and
American establishments, and additions are
constantly made to these departments. The
Lihrary now numberg about four thonszand vol-
umes, including many of the most valuable Iit-
erary and scientific’ works in English, French,
German, Spanish, Latin and Greek. Additions

$1,000 per anoum.

are made to the Library from the annual appm»|
priations out of the Literature Fund of lIm!
State, amounting at the present time to about Academy, and in order to preserve the distine-

mechanical and practical drawing and deserip-
tive geometry, is furnished with a rich supply
of the finest casts of the Ecole des Beaux Arts,
and also casts of many of the Elgin marbles,
gecured especially for the Academy.

The department of Natural History, which is
but in its infancy of effort, is supplied with a
fine cabinet of minerals, shells, skeletons, efe.,
to which contributions and additions are made
from time to time, and which will eventually
become a valuable repository of specimens in
this department.

In order to advance fhe interests of the in-
stitution, and to stimulate the students to greater
effort in their career, several citizens have
donated funds for the presentation of medals
at the annual examinations. In 1849, Dun-
can C. Pell placed in the hands of Trus
tees $500, to be invested, and the income
applied annually, forever, to procure a gold
metal, to be awarded to the student who shall
have made the greatest proficiency in his gen-
eral studies

In 1850, Edwin Burr created a similar frust
for a gold medal, to be awarded to the best
mathematician.

In 1850, Charles T. Cromwell created a simi-
ilar trost for a gold medal, to be awarded to the
best scholar in History and Belles Lettres.

In 1853, Augustus A. Ward created a similar
trust for the presentation of twenty bronze
medals, to be awarded to the students who shall
have made the most proficiency in the following
named subjects: Chemistry, Natural History,
Natural Philosophy, Moral Philosophy, Law,
English, Latin, Greek, French, Spanish, Ger-
man, Oratory, Composition, Logie, Geography,
History, Drawing, Algebra and Geometry, En-
gineering and Hygiene.

The Board of Education is authorized to con-
for degrees upon the graduates of the Free

tion between the full classical and the modern

The Drawing School, which farnishes instruc- | course, the degree of Bachelor of Arts is con-
tion in the Fine Arts, and in every department of | ferred upon the graduates in the department of
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Ancient Languages, and that of Bachelor of
Sciences upon those who have completed the
course of Modern Languages and General Sci-
‘ence and Literature,

The union of the Infant School and the Col-
lege is completed by the Free Academy. Com-
;m]:endingthemnnd&ronegrmdaysiemﬂf
popular education, the little child may step
from the nursery to the school-roo , and ad-
vancing step by step, he may make thoge
altainments in literary and scientific studies,
which will prepare him for the University, or
for entering upon a professional career, The
Academy is the completion of the system of
instruetion, the measure of s munificent provi-
sion for pupils of whatever class, who desire
to enjoy the benefits of even a partial course of
classical and scientific studies.

The value of the Free is not to be
Judged by the number of those who spend two
or three years within its walls, or even by the
uumber of those who complete the course and
graduate. While thisis a prominent consider-
ation in any question concerning its operations,
its results, and itsadvantges, there is one which
lﬂbehafnrgmternnmbm-thanmbeamm-
bled within its class rooms, The influence of
the institution, in elevating the standard of
attainment in a city which is rapidly reach-
ing a population of a million of inhabitants,
cannot be measured. The examination throngh
which the Common School pupils must pass to
entitle them to a place in the Academy, estab-
lishes not only a higher stundard thun pre-
viously existed, but it demands a more perfect
acquaintance with, and proficiency in the study
themselves. To secure admission to the Aca-
demy is consequently an aim in the minds of all
who can afford to devote the time to & superior
course of ecientific and literary culture. Tt
awakens the ambition of pupils in the schools,
It stimulates them to greater exertions. It
incites to more diligent and critical Acquisition,
and nerves to o bolder struggle. This ambition
exercises o permanent influence on the charao-
ter of thousands to a greater or less extent, and
hence, even in these cases where only a partial
course is enjoyed, the results are great and last-
ing.

But this spirit of emulation is also ehared by
the teachers. There is an honorable rivalry
among them as to which school shall send the
the largest number of candidates, and of those
who shall pass a good examination. This spirit
does not exist to the extent which is desirable,
but it exerts a great influence in some of the
gchools. The teachers in these schools set before
their pupils the opportunities and privileges
freely oftered to them, and by careful training
and preparatory labors, they send to the exami-
ners & fine body of candidates every year. As
s0on as these have entered the Academy, & new
promotion of pupils throws into the highest
class a new group of learners, all training with
special reference to their eligibilty as students
In the Academy. Insuch schools the purpose
of the institution is best developed. It is not
merely to afford the advantages of the College
to a few, but to distribute, reflexively and pos-
itively, its influence for the elevation of the
grade of instruction and attainment throughout
our schools.

The expense of such an addition {0 our eys-

tem of Common School instruction is trifling,
compared with the advantages which may be
reaped from it, and the Board have ng hesitancy
in commending the Free Academy to the friend-
ship and cordial support of their sucosssors in
office, and to the large body of diligent teach-
ers who have the immediate and responsible
task of carrying out the policy of the Board.

Since the Academy was cstablished, 1,168 stu-
dentshave been admitted, who have, for longer
or shorter periods, been subjected to its instruc-
tion and discipline, Such of them as have left,
have gone forth to speak its praise, and to look
back to it with gratitude and pride, and to fool it
always as one of the ties that binds them to the
city of New York, and her honor and prosperity.
Had it done nothing but educate these, it would
be well worth the money it has cost. But, in
addition to these direct resulis, the institution
has an influence which reaches down through all
the Grammar-Schools, and affects the entire ys-
tem of publie instruction. The pupils of nearly

fifty Grammar-Schools, with their teachers, have
# etimulus and prize before them which awakens
interest and ambition, both humble and noble,
Coming from these sohools, the pupils of the
Academy meet on the Common ground of intel-
lectual competition, and the most worthy, whie-
ther of high or lowly birth, is he who wins the
lionors of the strife,

The Academy deserves the confldence and
friendship of the public i and all interested in
literary institutions, and particularly in the
geat scheme of publis instruetion, should visit
it, witness Its operations, and become acquainted
with its detaila.

L e —

Vawwe of A Povso or e Frvesy Lineex
Tunean.—A single pound of flaxen thread, in-
tended for the finest specimens of French lnce,
Is valued ot six hundred dollars, and the length
of the thread is about two hundred and twenty-
six miles. One pound of this thread is more

vuluable than two pounds of gold.

UNCLE SAM'S 4TH OF JULY ORATION,

for the Usrmen Srames Macane, by
our wmt, Xuxerre.)

"Twas morning—and lghtly the soft mummer hreeze
Danced over the meadows, and phyed with the trees;
Fresh fowers 1o the sunbeams each delicate cup,

Al sparkling with dew, lifted gracefully up.
Flashing out to the light of the pure azure sky,
Midst beauty and gladness, the streamlets went by;
While birds in the forest rejoleingly sang,

Till the echoing wilds with the melody rang.

Yet this wns not all, fw!mnlnq_nh
The shouts ummqumphi

. and village, and retreat,
mwﬁnﬂ’ y and by-way, and sidewalk, and stroet,
‘Were thronging with people, of all mnks and grades,
Tall folks, and short folks, 0ld women and maids,
Mamumas with their daughters, prim dames and young girls,
In laces and ribbons, ani holiday eurls,
While old men, and young men, and Hght-hearted boys,
Beerned striving to see which shouMl mmke the most neise.
Midst cannons and drums, flute, fiddle and fife,
No mortal ¢'er heard such a din in his lifo—
One might plainly perceive "twas no trifling occasion,
Ter call from ull quarters this strange demonstration.

At length, all together, the party sat down

In a beautiful grove half a mile out of town;

The drums ceased their din, and the fifo and the flute
By the side of their masters lay quiet and mute—
Bo allent wasall, one might sasily hear

The sigh of the breeze in the elm-branches near.

Then the President rose, with a smile and & bow,
Raying, ' Ladies and Gentlemen,—Honor us now
With your eareful attention; and allow me, I pray,
To announce * Uncle Sam ! as your speaker to-day."

“ Uncle Bam " slowly rose—took hin quid from Lis cheek
Put Lis spoctacles on,and made ready 1o speak—
“ Mu. Prigarieyy, Lapms ANp Gesmises—We
Are & very great people, ax doubtless you see.
Our country extends from the vast to the west—
Of all lands noder liearen our vwn bs thy best—
And no other nation, as justly as we,
Can be truthfully titled the brave and the free.

*“Why, sir | since our origin, we have done more
Than the whole world together accomplisheld before.
The workd, sir. appesred 0 be searcely alive

TIl the glorious dawn of the year Sevenfy. five.
There was nover, but ence, in the hist'ry of man,

A great act achioved 4l we Yarkees began ;

And that, sir, was when, by kind Providence blest,
Columbus discoverod this land of the West,

i Bat litile hie thought that & nation should rise

In those newly found regions , the world lo surprise ;
Whiwe wonderful deeds and discoveries vast

Would fairly eclipse everything in the paat.

And lttle thought Britaln—proud, stately old dame—
Whes, with fetters and chains, 1o our eountry sha came,
That the rod in the hand of her spunky young daughter,
Would sonn scourge her back to ber home o'er tho water
And, much as she haied to, make her declaro

That shecouldn't govern s, young as we were,

YT was never a boaster ; but, sir, 1 must any,

That } lhinkwu'ndnmwuudunahﬁthm&p
Just think of our twice whipping England completnly—
And the world says we did that thing falrly and nestly.
Then wo've twics showed the Mexicans what we could dy
And I think we've been pald for It eleverly, too ;

For we forced them 1o yield us the best of their lands,
And near half their dominion fell fnte our hands,

'“Then, we've routed the Indisns out of all places,

And have nearly effaced of (vt works the hut traces—
Made thelr fine, fortile hunting-gronnds wholly ear own,
And all that oppossd are now scattersd ypd gone,

Vot we gave them, to ko, Hll we wanted it baek,

Of deserts and foresfs u benutify] traet;

And they'll always be weleome (o plow it and seal if,
Tl we make up our minds that we're likely to nesd it;
And then, I presume, 'twill moss lkely bo Dest

For them 10 remove a fow mile farther weat.

*Our Generals the greatest of heroes have bocs..

No nation ou sarth boasts wuch wonderful moy
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