* Burial of the Aoademy.”

SOLEMN OPSERVANCES THIS EVENING—THE LAST

OF THE FREN ACADEMY—GRAND CHLEBRATION

OF THE BIUDENTS.

By act of the legislature of this state the New
York Free Academy will become to-morrow
 The College of the City of New York.” The
name of the Free Academy has Jong been unac-
cepiable fo the faculty and the students; it dia
not compare very favorably with the title
of Yale or Hsrvard, or Columbis, or the
University; its degrees did not carry with them
the honors that were given by these Institn.
tions, though the course of education ol the
scademy It was claimed was not as & whole far
below the standard of the foremost schools, To'
get all this right the academy needed a new ap.
pellation. Lask year s vigorous effort was made,
bat without success, to have the Institution de-
clared a college ; this yearthe new title woa con-
ferred.

Buch an event, so £3)l of significance to the
students especially, could not be allowed to paas
without a snitable commemoration ; 8o it was de-
termined to bury the academy with due pomp
and ceremony. The professors could mot, of
course, engsge in sny such preceedinz; they
could not even know of it; therelore, the stn.
dents resolved to officiate at the funeral, and to
raise it far sbove the dignity of the ceremony ot
“ the burial of the anclent,” in which the relesss
from scholastic drudgery Is so frequently cele-
brated. The arrangements will be completed in
the course of the day.

The procestion will form at about ten o'cloek
to-night, at the intersection of Forty-second
stroet and Fifth avenne; and s band ol usiciens
will march at the head of 1t. It wiil be s forch-
light procession. As yet it has not been decided
whether the torches will be many or few. On
the one hand it is urged that there should be
much light, to add to the_ effect of the pageant;
but on the other it is eald that s0 sad sn évect as
the burial of the Academy ought to be commém-
orated in gloom and darkness. It is llkely that |
the proposal to have numerous torches will pre-
vall, 80 that the brilllancy of the ocesslon may in
Bome sense represent the mtusfion of the stu-
dents, who, while Professing to mourn, are re- |
Jjolelng,

Next to the band will march the committee of
arrangements. These young men who have

Initiated snd arranged with great care the method
In which they and thelr comrades ars to mourn,

wili be formed In hollow squsre, snd will conduct
the orator, the post and the prophet. After them

will come the grave-diggers, and the pall-bearers,

The cofiln is four feet and eight inches In Jength,

and is to contain what the students will bury ss

the symbol of the Academy, For this purpose

some rolls and registers have been selected. The

azhes only are to be interred. Following the -
coffin will be the appointed mourners. They will
be dressed in black, and will frequently have
occaslon curlng the march to brush awsy .ueir
tears with the great handierchiefs specially fro-
vided. It is expected that between three awd four
hundred students will march’in the procession.

The route selected Is from Forty second str-~4
aloog Fifth avenue to Twenty-ihird street, and
through Twenty-third street to Lexington
avenue—ilio Academy buliding. '

At about 11 o'elock the funeral services will
begin, They will conslst briefly of the bumorons
wrmon of the orator, who will d6 honor to ths
memory of the Academy; the recitation of ths
potm ; the prophecy, In which will be foretold
the greatnees of the new college; the cerem ony {
of the burning, the borial, &e., &e. The Acad.
emy bell will toll I's knell during & quarterof an
hour beiore 12 o’clock, and precisely at miduigne
the coflia will be lowered into the grave.

Immediately after midnight—the beginning of
ihe month of May—the exiatence of the new col-
lege will be ushered in by & grand demonstration
of the bell ringer, who will have ceased his toll-
iug, and by such other 1écogaition ss may be
thiouphit proper.

The utudents intend to make the whole cere-
mony exceedingly entertaining,




