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Main Entry: 
College of the City of New York. 
 
Title: 
Commencement orations, 1855-1891, 1855-1871 
 
Physical Description: 
Mss. 360 items (6v., 137 unbound) 
 
Organization and Arrangement:  
Manuscripts arranged chronologically.  
 
General Note: 
Lacks orations for 1862, 1867, 1868, 1872, 1874-1883, 1885-1890. 
One undated oration. 
 
Scope and Contents: 
Autograph manuscripts of orations (speeches) delivered by graduating seniors of the 
College of the City of New York between 1855 and 1891 (originally the Free Academy 
of New York from 1847 to 1866). Each manuscript for the years 1857, 1858, and 1859 
and 1873 includes a pasted down photograph of the speaker. Some of the 1860 
manuscripts include photographs. Orations worthy of note are those by Adolph Werner 
(Class of 1857) who would spend the next fifty years at the College as a Professor of 
German ("A National University") and Francis Markoe, Jr. (Class of 1860) who would 
hold the rank of Colonel in the Army Confederates States of America ("The American 
Union"). 
 
Preferred Citation: 
College of the City of New York Commencement Orations, 1855-1891, City University 
of New York, City College Library, Archives.  
 
History: 
Between 1855 and 1861 all graduating students delivered orations; after that leading 
members of the classes were selected to do so in most years. General topics included the 
patriotism, literature, education, and citizenship as well as imaginative topics. 
 
Subjects:  
College of the City of New York. Baccalaureate addresses.  
Photographs. 
Class of 1855.  
Class of 1856.  
Class of 1857.  
Class of 1858.  
Class of 1859.  
Class of 1860.  
Class of 1861.  
Class of 1863.  



Class of 1864.  
Class of 1865.  
Class of 1866  
Class of 1869.  
Class of 1871.  
Class of 1884.  
Class of 1891. 
Free Academy of New York. Baccalaureate addresses.  
Commencement orations. 
 
Added Entries: 
Markoe, Francis. American union. 1860. 
Werner, Adolph. National university. 1857.  
College of the City of New York. 
 


