
Mini Academy seeks sponsor 

observation post 

BY MATHIAS SEAMAN 
The CCNY YMCA Mini Academy has 

made profî rcss in its efforts to become an 
independent organization in the wake of a 
decision by the YMCA of Greater New 
York to close down its unit at the College. 

The Mini Academy, which was found
ed in 1974, provides a range of programs 
for the College and the West Harlem 
community, centering around tutorial and 
cultural services for schoolchildren, as 
well as various recreational, health and 
food services. These services are offered 
free of charge to some 150 Harlem 
youngsters after school hours during the 
school year, and to 350 children during the 
summer. 

The program is designed for children 
who are underachievers in school, and 
who generally come from one-parent 
families. The kids are referred to the 
program by their schod principals, and 
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Legal Aid Center awaits allocation 
BY STEPHEN HABERSTROH 

City College's Legal Aid Center offers 
free advice on a couple of dozen legal 
difBculties only a fortunate few will never 
encounter. 

But the Center is encoutering dif
ficulties of its own. Budgeting hasn't 
begun for the Spring term, which means 
DirectM* Maxine Home and her twelve-
person staff are presently woriung with
out salaries. It. is not an unfamiliar 
condition, for it wasn't untfl late Novem
ber of last year that they finally received 
their $3,000 for the Fall semester frmn the 
Student Senate. 

**We don't have any funds left." says 
Ms. Home. "All the people in this office 
are working for no money, including our 
lawyer. Meanwhile, we're stOl supposed 
to function. It's inctmvenient." 

Petitimi is Circulated 
H<H-ne has drawn up a petition asking 

to be funded directly from the student 
activity fee. and the continued existence 
of the Legal Aid Center may well depend 
upon students' response to this petition. If 
the response is unfavorable then, as 
Home puts it. "They don't want the 
service which helps them to help them
selves." 

Home hopes enough students will 
sign the petition to prove otherwise. "The 
purpose of this referendum." she explains 
is to show the administration and the 
powers-that-be that the students who are 
receiving this service like it. and would 
like more of it — a permanent service, 
something they can rely on." Home hopes 
to convince President Marshak and the 
Student Senate of the student body's 
genuine need for the services of the Legal 
Aid Center. 

In two days last wcdc Home's office 
in Finley 119 collected seventy signatures, 
and she has until the second week in 
March to reach her goal of seven thousand 
signatures. "I also want participati<m from 
the faculty." she adds. 

Lay Advocate* Screen Students 
Home became Director of the Legal 

Aid Center in May of 1977 when she was 
elected Student Ombudsman. She has a 
staff of twelve, including two lay ad
vocates. Mark McCant and Roger Rhoss. 

who screen student applications. "They 
listen to the student's problem and file a 
report summarizing what the case is all 
about," says H<HDe. "This way the lawyer 
has an idea of the material needed and 
he'll get the research information." 

Charles Powell, Jr., the lawyer em
ployed by the Center, is paid $25 per hour 
for four hours each week. An alumnus of 
City College. Powell works for the Harlem 

And what of her staff? Are they 
sneaking glances at the bulletin board in 
the Student Employment Office? Home 
claims. "They have faith. As kmg as it 
lasts we will continue to work." Has she 
noticed any difference in their attitudes 
since their paychecks stopped coming? 
"They are being patient, poised, and 
optimistic. They have faith in my ability to 
get something done. And I believe the 
Student Senate will come through." 

Mini Academy Dinactof Bill Bum— 
they are tutored on campus by students 
from the School of Education, who receive 
field work credit or work-study pay. 

Space and facilities for the program's 
offices and activities are provided free <A 
cost by the Cdlege. while salaries and 
other expenses are met by funds and 
grants raised by the Mini Academy's 
director. Bill Burnes. The Mini Academy 
is viewed by many as a dynamic and 
innovative educational program that plays 
a role in decreasing child abuse and 
juvenile delinqiiency in West Hariem, and 
it has the support iA numerous public 
officiali and various organization. 

It came as a shock to most of them, 
when the YMCA decided last month to 
close down the program. 

Dr. Paul Scharar, Director of the 
Metropolitan YMCA's Counseling and 
Testing Branch, which is directly re-

amt. on page S 

NYPIRG chapter on campus 
rekindles student activism here 

Student Ombudsman Maxine Homo, Dir* 
eclor of the Logal Aid Canter. 

Commcmwealth. a law agency for small 
business corporations. Home says she 
chose Powell because "I was told he was a 
very competent person, and really con
cerned about student problems." 

Powell advises the lay advocates on 
what action to take. "He writes down his 
recommendation and the lay advocate just 
follows through." explains Home. "So he 
has seen the case even if he hasn't seen 
the student." 

Wide Range of ProUenu 
The problems of City College stu

dents range from domestic ones — tenant-
landlord disputes, consumer rights issues, 
social service complaints, and legal docu
ments — to tax and immigration matters. 
The Center won't handle criminal cases, 
but it will give referrals. Home estimates 
her office picks up 25 to 30 new cases each 
week. 

"We tell the student how to go about 
handling their problem, how to file a 
complaint, or whatever their case may call 
for. We prepare them to help themselves. 
Home explains. "We don't go out there 
and solve it ourselves. We just give them 
the tods..." 

The College's chapter of the New 
\ York Public Interest REsearch Group 

(NYPIRG). which was formed by referen
dum during the spring 1977 Student 
Senate elections, is emerging as one of the 
most active student organizations on 
campus at a time when many other groups 
reprot declining membership and com
plain about a general lack of student 
interest in extracurricular activities. 

NYPIRG is a non-profit and non
partisan research and advocacy organiza
tion concerned with consumer, legislative, 
environmental and other issues. The 
Public Interest Research Group is a 
concept devek>pcd by Ralph Nader to 
effectively combine the resources of stu
dents, researchers and scientists working 
for positive social change. The first PIRG 
chapter was founded at Oregon Law 
School in 1973. and today PIRGs are 
active in 36 states. 

City Councfl Forums Hdd 
The City College NYPIRG chapter 

swung into action last Fall by providing 
the impetus for a City Council Task Force 
that was intrumental in opposing the City 
Council's planned pay raise. 

•"The Task Force is a concerted effort 
to voice student concerns." explained 
Jackson Chin, a 23 year-old History major 
at the College and chairman of NYPIRG's 
CCNY chapter. "For the first time real 
student input can be felt at the City's 
legislative level." 

The College chapter also sponsored 
two forums on the City Council last term. 
The first one was an election debate with 
Carol Bellamy and other candidates ran-

ning for City Council President, the 
secOTid one a panel discussion on City 
Council effectiveness, with councilman 
Henry Stern and Robert Steingut among 
the participants. 

The College's NYPIRG also organized 
a demonstration and a petition drive 
against the trucking of radioactive wastes 
through the streets of Manhattan. To 
dramatize the dispersal into the environ
ment of deadly radioactive particles in the 
event of a nuclear accident the students 
released dozens of balloons in front of the 
Science Building with cards attached to 
them that read: "You are now the victim 
of a simulated nuclear accident," and 
instructing the finder to drop the card in 
the nearest mailbox. (Cards were received 
from as far as Quebec. Canada; Vermont 
and Maine.) 

StodenU May Earn CiediU 
A total of about 15 City CMIege 

students are actively working on various 
projects, according to Cindy Suarez. a 
$6200 a year NYPIRG Projects Coordina
tor who set up the CCNY office in Romn 
203 Downer last summer. 

"It's long hours and k>w pay." said 
Suarez. a former NYPIRG volunteer at 
Oneonta Sute College, "but the wwk b 
extremetly rewarding." Her job is to 
oversee the operation of the CCNY chap
ter, and to advice students who earn 
college credits for working on NYPIRG 
projects. She said she hoped to double the 
number of studcnU actively working on 
projects by the end of the term. "There 
arc a lot of students who'rc interested and 

cont. OH page 3 
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Editorial: 

Support the Mini Academy 

For the past four years, the CCNY-YMCA Mini 
Academy has provided invaluable services to Black and 
Hispanic children of the West Harlern community, to 
their parents, local schools, and to the College and its 
students. 

In a drastic and sudden decision, the YMCA of 
Greater New York decided last month to shut down by 
the end of this month its CCNY unit, which operates the 
Mini Academy. The Mini Academy staff, through the 
support of the community and in cooperation with the 
College and the YMCA, have nevertheless managed to 
secure their organization's immediate survival. 

The outkwk for the future, however, is far from 
optimistic. 

A faUiire to Keep Ihe Mini Academy alive would 
turn hundreds of Harlem youngsters (most of whom 
come from one-parent families and are behind in 
their schoolwork) back into the streets after school hours 
and during the summer; local schools would lose their 
most important remedial program; the College would 
lose a most convenient, on-campus field work site; and 
numerous students would be deprived of the opportunity 
to work their way through college. 

For these reasons, it is imperative that the Mini 
Academy be able to continue its innovative programs 
and Ihat a solution to the problems created by the Y's 
sudden withdrawal be found. 

We join the University Student Senate and commu
nity organizations in their plea that the YMCA continue 
financial and structural support until June 30. and we 
urge the College's Administration to actively support the 
Mini Academy as the vehicle for establishing a lasting 
and mutually profitable relationship between the College 
and its surrounding community. 
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Fraternity celebrates its 20th 
iBV RACHF^LCVRLAKi 

Back in the fifties, Convent -Avenue was 
known as "fraternity row", with its brownstones 
housing fraternity after fraternity. Whenever a 
Wackenhut guard saw the sUtue of Lincoln on 
North Campus being 'redecorated' or a student 
running across the quadrangle with only a pair of 
diapers on. not to mention the sk>w disappearance 
of "stop", "yield" and other street signs — he knew 
it was 'rush* season and the fraternities were at it 
again. 

The sixties brought a different tempo to the 
universities throughout the country, and City 
College was no exception. As the protest move
ment swept the campuses, the popularity of frater
nities began to dwindle. 

Nonetheless, on the corner of 144th Street and 
Convent Avenue still stands Tau Epsik>n Phi 
Fraternity — alive and well and just this January 
celebrating its twentieth anniversary with a T.E.P. 
alumni reunion. 

What struck the alumni most when visiting the 

house was that times certainly had changed. The 
practice of "hazing" new members is k>ng gone and 
has been replaced with a deeper sense of camarad
erie exemplified by the move to make T.E.P. co-ed 
five years ago. Females are now an integral part of 
the organization, swelling not only the membership 
ranks but the leadership positions as well at the 
C.C.N.Y. chapter. 

T.E.P. is a social organization with all its 
facilities open to its members seven days a week. 
We have a pool table, ping pong, pinball. cable 
T. v.. as well as offering a place to hang out, party, 
talk or study. Our five story brownstone also has 
living accommodations for our members as well as a 
fully equipped kitchen in the basement. 

If you want to find out mote about TEP we 
urge you to visit our Fraternity House on the 
corner of Convent Ave. and 144th St. We have a 
number of parties coming up, including a Student-
Faculty Luncheon on Thursdays, March 2 (during 
club hours) and a Rush Party mi March 17, to which 
all City College students are invited. 

Lettersm 
TEP Gang at Home 

Don't gimme punk treatment! 
To The Editor. 

Though Paul Dabalsa's article 'Gimme, gimme 
punk treatment' is well written it is evident that his 
views on what the American populace is interested 
in are somewhat misguided. 

The article dismisses today's popular music as 
being either impassive, sleep-inducing or pseudo-
intellectual. If well composed, produced and per
formed music fits the above description then 
perhaps Mr. Dabalsa is also bored by Brahms. 
Billie Holiday or The Beatles. 

As a case in point. Steely Dan's "Aja". which 
he maligns as leading music li^eners to impassivity 
is. rather, one of the year's finer releases. It avoids 
the simplistic chord structures and nonsensical 
verse so common to punk. The cuts on "Aja" are 
varied and well rounded, ranging from disco to 
progressive. If the sloppy and anarchistic tunes 
produced by punk bands are not sleep-inducing and 
Steely Dan's track are then I will gladly indulge in a 
long musical nap. 

Mr. Dabalsa also refers to "slick productions" 
and "monstroas acts" as today's vogue. Robin 
Trower. ELP and Emnaisance are "slick" in the 
positive, productive sense of the word. They 
produce quality L.P.'s. not the badly recorded 
platters turned out by third-rate musicians that 
typify punk. As far as calling these groups 
"monstrous" is concerned, safety pins through 
noses, throwing things at and abusing one's 
audience tas is consistently propogated by bands 
such as The Sex Pistols) is far more monstrous than 
anything today's first rate groups could or would 
offer. 

It would be a sad day if the Sex Pistols do 
replace Fleetwood Mac at the top of the sales 
charts'as Mr. Dabalsa suggests. "Rumours" went 
eight times platinum for good reason. There are 
quite a few million sleeping, impassive pseudo-in
tellectuals in this country if Mr. Dabalsa's stite-
n>ents are correct. 

The article also ignores an integral element in 
popular music; that of disco. It is in this vein that 
the youthful force to which the writer refers lies. 
The driving, electrifying rhythms of such groups as 
Tavar^ and The Bee Gees contribute to anything 
but a "stale" music scene. Or is disco not a major 
part of the current p<^ular music scene? 

R«|(cr Jacobs 
Arts Editor 

THE CAMPUS 

Pom protest 
To the editor: 

I object strongly to the notion that you can 
have anyone running a college newspaper. What 
kind of student service are you? I'm paying part of 
your bills and you're running porno. But worse 
than that, it's poor porno. At least be consistantly 
(sic) in bad taste. I vote for the girl in the chair 
proportedly (sic) sniffing coke. 

Anoayaaoas 

Surely you must be joking when you refer to Nancy 
Meade's photo in our last issue as "porno." in any 
case, your vote brings Nancy up to a total of 33 
votes. Chris Pulakos received 6 votes, the Rueful 
Christian one vote. — Ed 
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Mini Academy seeks sponsor after YMCA puUout 
cont. from page 1 
sponsible for the CCNY unit, cited the 
Mini Academy's $30,000 deficit in 1977 as 
the main reason for the YMCA's decision 
to gel rid of the program. He said that the 
College unit had come under Counseling 
and Testing in June of 1977 because it had 
"problems in management". He added 
that "Ck>unseling and Testing had shown 
expertise before," but admitted: "We 
failed in our efforts to improve the City 
College unit's <^ration." 

Dr. Michael Guerriero. a member of 
the CMIege's School of Education and the 
chairman of the Board of Counseling and 
Testing, termed the 'Y's decision "Regret
table, but unavoidable", considering the 
Mini Academy's "unorthodox methods of 
operation and the deficit it incurred last 
year. 

The Mini Academy's staff, however, 
complains that the program was not 
provided with it^ uffivjnl 1977 budget until 
Septfmber of that year. ai>! I>y Ihat time, 
they contend, most of the allocated money 
had already been spent in advance, 
making a deficit unavoidable. The "Y". 
they add, had at the time agreed to cover 
any deficits the Mini Academy might 
incur. Besides, they point out. the Metro
politan YMCA's Annual Report presented 
in November of 1977. describes the Mini 
Academy as having "particulary useful" 
programs and states that it "is slated for 
enlargement next year." 

Instead, Counseling and Testing's 
Board of Managers decided a month later 
not to provide the program with a 1978 
budget at all. Last month, the decision 

NYPIRG rekindles activism 
cont. from page 1 
drop by our office but aren't directly 
involved in our woric yet." 

City College students may earn 
credits for working on such NYPIRG 
projets as an anti-redlining study aimed at 
uncovering discriminatroy lending prac
tices by Manhattan savings banks, and a 
Small Claims Court project whre stu
dents, assisted by a NYPIRG attorney, 
investiage recakitrant debtors and use 
legal collecti<A techniques to compel them 
to pay up. "Helping poor people collect the 
money they deserve has been extremely 
gratifying", says Donald Wood, an upper 
s<^>homore at the CkiUege. 

All City College students automati
cally became "supporting members" ot 
NYPIRG after last year's referendum, 
which approved an increase in the student 
activity fee from $23 to $2S, the additional 
$2 per student earmarked for NYPIRG. 
However. NYPIRG must refund the $2 to 
all student who do not wish to s u | ^ r t it. 
So far <»ly two students have demanded a 
refund, according to Ms. Suarez. 

NYPIRG is organised on local, re-
gimial and statewide levels, and is di
rected and funded by students. Of 
NYPIRG's seventeen offices statewide, 
fourteen are based on college campuses. 
All money colleged from students on the 

Carol Bellamy at NYPIRO'a City Council 
fonim hold in Flnloy I M I Soptembor. 
Soated am Gail Bonlloy and Jay Harshan-
•on, NYPIRO'a CItywido Cooidinator. 

various campuses flows to NYPIRG's 
State Board, which decides on policy and 
fiuiding tor projects, and on which every 
chapter is represented proportionally on 
the basis of student membership. (X7NY*s 
diapter has three representatives on the 
board: Nathan Bergerbest. Barak Ber-
kowitz and Gail Bentley. 

Among the projects planned for this 
term by the (College's chapter are a 
patient's Bill of lUghts and an investiga
tion of the Eklucatiooal Testing Service, 
which produces and administers the SAT. 
LSAT ORE. and other testx. The group 
also has a forum planned with NYPIRG 
DirectM- Donald Ross, who will discuss 
"Students in the 70's: Victims or Activ
ists" on March 16. 12 2 p.m. in Finley 121. 

was made to close the CCNY unit by 
February 28. 

The Mini Academy's staff and steer
ing committee, however, arc unwilling to 
accept termination of their programs and 
arc making efforts to incorporate them
selves as an independent tax-exempt and 
non-profit organization. 

Backed by community residents and 
organizations, school principals and public 
officials, they have succeeded in drawing 
up an agreement that will turn the 
YMCA's withdrawal a "tragic decision". 
Mini Academy over to the (Jollege and to 
the St. Nicholas Park Civic Association. 
The College will manage the Mini Aca
demy's contracts and funds from March 1 
through June 30. 

Vice Provost for Student Affairs. 
Anne Rees. negotiated the College's end 
of the agreement. She termed the 
YMCA's withdrawl a "tragic decision", 
adding that, "because of the crisis situa
tion that developed this fall" the Ck>liege 
will be "unable to get deeply involved" in 
the matter. Rees also excluded the possi
bility that the College might provide 
financial assistance to the Mini Academy. 

Any new contacts or funds secured by 
the program in the future will be adminis
tered by the St. Nicholas Park Civic 
Association, a community organization 
with 200 members. Its president. David 
Kennedy, admitted that his group could 
not provided the Mini Academy with an 
organizati<mal structure comparable to 
that of the YMCA. but added that "since 
becoming President in June. I have been 
reorganizing the Association: in the very 
near future, we will expand our activities 

RAPE TEACH-IN: S«t. Gladys Polikoff. Commandino Offloar of Hi* S«t Cflrn** 
Analysis Unit of H M N«W YMK Polic* Dspsrtmsnl lalfcs to students st taps tonim hsM 
in Finloy BaHroom on Fsb. 16. Tfc* tsnch-ln. whidi was o«a«nind by Ih* CHy CoNses 
Womsn's Csntsf. was ispsstsd on Fsb. 24. 

and we will also try to expand the Mini 
Academy, if possible". 

"We didn't think that the YMCA 
would move out as fast as it did." he 
continued, "but with the College taking 
over existing contracts in the interim, it 
will give me some time to-prepare my 
organization." The agreement with the 
Mini Academy. Kennedy stated, will also 
depend on the approval of the Civic 
Association's membership. 

In spite of these efforts, the Mini 
Academy's future still remains in doubt, 
and considerable friction remains between 
the Mini Academy's leadership and YMCA 
officials. 

The YMCA's downtown staff main
tains that it would like to see the Mini 
Academy survive, but refuses at present 
to make any committment to help the Mini 
Academy manage itself in the future. The 
Metro "Y"s officials declined to comment 
further, citing continuing negotiations 
with the steering committee of the City 
College unit. 

Prof. Peter Tea (Physics), chairman 
of the College Y's steering committee and 
a member for 20 years, charged that these 
YMCA officials couldn't be "impressed" by 
West Harlem's needs: "They're not com
munity minded." 

Ed Evans, Assistant to Dean Rees 
and vice chairman of the Mini Academy's 
steering committee, also termed the 
YMCA's behaviM* as/'inappn^riate, the 
consequence of misunderstandings that 
are only now being cleared up." He added, 
"The real probelm is not the withdrawl of 
money, but of sponsorship and managerial 
expertise." 

Executive Committee Elections 
N«miiBce0 a n needed U SD the rtodent seats am Departmental 
Executive Committees (Han A] in the fellowiog Departments: 

Anthropology 
Architecture 
Asian Studies 
Bi<dogy 
Black Studies 
E n g ^ h 

Mathematics 
Music 
Nursing 
Philosq»hy 
Physical and Health Education 
Physics 

Germanic and Slavic Languages Puer to Rican Studies 
Industrial Arts Romance Lanuages 

School Serices 

Nominees are also needed to fill the seats on Departmental Student 
Advisory Committees {Phn B] in Uie following Departments: 

Art 
Chemical Engineering 
Chemistry 
Civil Engineering 
Classical Languages 
Computer Sciences 
Earth and Planetary Sciences 
Economics 
Electrical Engineering 

History 
Jewish Studies 
Mechanical Engineering 
Political Science 
Psychology 
Secondary and Continuing Ed. 
Social and Psych. Foundations 
Sociology 
Speech 

Yon must be at least a junior and a major in the department in order to 
be eligible to run. Term of office is the 1978-79 academic year. 
Nominating petitimis are available in admin. 201, Finley 152 or Finley 
104. Pick up one today. 

Deadline for fiKng petitimi: March 31. File in Room 201 Administra
tion. There must be i^ least 6 nMninations befMY a departmental 
election is held. 
Yen are strongly urged to participate. This is your chance to have a say 

in the important matters irf personnel and budget. 
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A CONFESSIONAL MEDITATION 
beings wrangled with one another: Blacks confronted Jews, 
liberals shouted at conservatives, the young gnimbled at Ihcir 
seniors, the swingers taunted the sedate, women warned male 
admioistralors. Asians and blacks and Puerto Ricans cau
cused against the so-caUed while imperialbt educators of the 
City College. 

Politics dictated educational policy. Aiguments that had 
once been contained within classrooms and dining rooms 
raged through loudspeakers on the campus, while television 
and newspapers and radio recorded this page in the changing 
histwy of New Ywk. White educalms who had Messed stu
dent prot^'s in the names of MeWille. Joyce, and Kaflca 
were now being asked by minorities to say no in thunder to a 
form of education that had been exchisive. intellecnially elit
ist, unresponsive to colored Americans, and unyieMing in its 
demand for only—on(y—academic excellence. 

The minorities' demand, in turn, seemed ideologically 
sound and in the best tradition of liberalism: A public institu
tion of higher learning shoukt educate aO the citizenry. What 
group of self-pronounced liberals could refuse that oppor
tunity? (We faculty members were whites whose parents had 
been Irish or Italian or Jewish immigrants out of one ghetto or 
another, supporters of Roosevelt. Tniman. and Stevenson. 
After growing up in the streets of Brooklyn and the Bronx, we 
had struggled to disembarrass ourselves of every ethnic odor 
so we might reach that fine point of middle age when we coukt 
drive from surrounding white suburbs into the City College. 
We worked in Hariem. Some of us never wanted to admit Ihat 
fact, but we walked or drove through Hariem to gel to work; 
we moved <m its edges between classes; we ale in a faculty 
cafeteria that overlooked the scarred landscape bebw. Metro
politan cotonialists. Most of us were still liberal, however, and 
we feh a vague sympathy for c ^ n admissions, as though 
it symbolized a retribution for past social sins.) 

But beyond the platitudes and the poslurings, what exactly 
shouM the new education be? And were we who had degiees 
from Columbia and from New Yoric University, who had been 
trained to preserve the best that has been thought and said— 
were we prepared to leach Shakespeare to a student who two 
years earlier had been strug^ing to compose coherent sen
tences? And couM he learn to read Shakespeare, even if we 
learned how to leach him to do so? ShouM he be taught to 
read Shakespeare at all? Or shouM he. if be had to enter 
college, be given the liberation of literacy—itself enough to be 
learned in four brief years—and sent on his way to ply a 
trade, watch television in the evenings, and maybe read—if 
he shouM read at all—Time magazine? Did we have an obliga
tion to educate everyone, even in a dnnocracy. by means of 
college? 

We had no choice. The city's Board of Higher Education 
told us to implement an open admissions policy that would 
assure every high school student, regardless of his record, 
acceptance at a college of the City University. For guaranteed 
entrance to ihe senior colleges, the high school graduate had 
to have a scholastic average of 80 percent or had to be ranked 
in the upper half of his class. But the allocation system de
pended upon the student's own selection of a college within 
the City University system, and when fewer well-prepared 
high school graduates made the City College their Tirst 
choice—fundamentally because of its Harlem k>cation— 
those with k>wcr scores were admitted. WE had planned to 
initiate this dramatic change in our admissions policy by 1975. 
but pressures from minorities and from some students and 
faculty couM not be resisted, and open admissions was begun 
five years earlier. 

The impact was particularly severe at the City College of 
New York, where academic achievement had been like a code 
of honor that never included c<Mtsidcrations of class, r;«cc. 
rcl^ion. or national origin. The City College hac been the 
great tuilton-frcc institution whose diploma had had v) special 
a meaning for alumni—the hard-comcd dipk>ma of the ptH>r. 
The alumni had been proud that they luid been aJmiiicd to the 
proletarian Harvard, as the college was often called, and 
proud that they had been graduated; proud ihat they had xtud-
ied with Jonas Salk and Alfred Ka/in. Berruird Malamiid. 
Arthur Komherg. and A. M. Rosenthal; nostalgic ab»Hii ihcir 
youthful poverty and grateful to have escaped it through the 
college; strong-minded about their rcmcmhcrcd hunger for 
learning and eager to preserve the meaning of their aciidemic 
achievement. 

Some of Ihcm were bitterly disafTcctcd by open admissions 
and renounced their alma ntalcr because they believed it had 
betrayed the standards they had struggled to achicxv. Bui 
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most were bewiklered by this new generation of students for 
whom the college had to "soften" those standards. These 
alumni distrusted the arguments about deprivation-hadnl 
they themselves been deprived?—but they sensed that the 
quality of this current deprivation was different, linked to a 
racist society that they had disavowed; and even if it wasnl 
difTerent. they couM afford to be generous. Like many suc
cessful people, they wished to be tolerant and understanding, 
and they tried to fathom Ihe meaning of open admissions as 
explained by the administrators of the Chy College, who had 
no choice but to be generous. 

'̂ N M A Y 1970, I was ehxted chairman 
of an English department composed of 

LI25 full-lime people and a range of 
part-tirne professors: visiting poets, novelists, and journalists. 
By the end (^August, as a consequence of the open admis
sions policy, I had hired 21 additional full-time faculty mem
bers to leach what we called bask; writing. Within a year, 
open admissions greatly altered our educational mission. A 
deparunent that had offered 70 percent of its courses in litera
ture and the rest in some form of basic written composition 
now <^ered the reverse. 

TlKse bask: writing courses were deeply remedial. The 
problem for <me third of Ihe open admissions students was 
literacy, for another third, competence, for the last third, col
lege level Englbh. In addition, the students themselves were 
altogether different. Suddenly, Asians and blacks and His-
panKS crowded the classrooms, bringii^ with them language 
and dialect problems that prevented them from understanding 
the most elementary texts, face-to-face with a facuhy that was 
intellectuaUy unprepared and emotionally unwilling—liberals 
up against the wall. The faculty experienced a shock of 
cultural recognition, and I tried to buikl instant rhetorical 
bridges that seem even more rhetorical today than they dkl in 
1970. In a newsletter disuibuted within the En^ish depart
ment that year. I wrote: 

Many of us l»ave been trained for an elhisi profession, but wc ate 
asked to perfocm democratic tasks: wc have written dissertations on 
Spenser, but we are teaching remedid writing; we are commined to 
llie l>ook. but the studenu have been culturally shaped by televisioti 
and film: we have studied a body of culture that is fundamentally 
Anglo-Saxon, but we teach many students wlio are Irfack and Asian 
and Spanish; we pay homage to the history of English liieraiure. but 
we are surnNinded by the consequences of American history and the 
political presence of America; we are in an "English*' deportment, 
but our work b involved witli the literature and with the language that 
is spoken by Americans. 

I list all of these paradoxes collectively because they form a hack-
ground against which we v*k to accomplish our central desire: the 
humanistic training of a new generation of students. 

All true. I suppose, but the okter professors who struggled 
to teach sentence fragmenu were scarcely appeased: they 
would not change. The younger faculty—those whom I had 
hired in late August—were indeed writing dissertations on 
Spenser, and their graduate studies pulled them away from 
the hard reality of their teaching; they were academic schizo
phrenics, hokling what seemed to be two opposing ideas— 
literacy and literature—in their mind at Ihe same time. 

Everywhere one turned were crowds; confusion; the sweet 
smell of pot in the student k>unge; students lined up to register 
in the hallways of huts; others waiting for conferences outside 
the littk oflkes of English professors; still others crowded 
into the dining rooms and bookstore or packed into rcnied 
quarters on Broadway and 134th Street, overlooking the grim 
steel tracks of the IRT. 

The excessive numbers of students, the inadequate physi
cal conditions, and the poor preparation—if not outright resis
tance—of the faculty all strained Ihe imf^mentatitm of open 
;Klmissit>ns. For a college, after all. is like a hooK: WithtMii a 
foundation, it cnimWcs. When open revoh by a faculty docs 
not <KCur. as in the .Sixties, then lethargy inv;Kles the teach
ers' spirits, as in the Seventies, and they come not to care, 
l-veryonc begins to complain about facilities, pension bene
fits, the quality of liinchrcwm food, and extraneous matters 
of the flesh; and the favorite subject seems to be early 
retirement. 

Anytme who had ever p;<sscd through the City C:«»llcgc 
knew that the physical conditions there were as bad as almost 
anywhere else in urban America. But once the student had 
entered the classroom. Ihe peeliitg walls and eikrrtisted win-
dowpaiKs vanished—the electricity of mind compensated for 
everything. I rementber having taught "Tintcm Abbey" to 
the belching musk of a city bus. and it worked. Now every-
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thing seemed plebeian—particularly the minds of the 
students. 

Into Ihe midst of Ihe radical change at work in the univer
sity came the teachers' union and "afTirmative action." which 
ultimately were additwnal contributions to medkicrity. So was 
the hoary praciKe of tenure. At one end of the age spectrum, 
a department chairman confronted semor professors who had 
the smug choice of whether or not they wouM cooperate in 
the implementation of open admisskms—^an academic no
blesse oblige. At the other end. the union so protected non-
tenured faculty that it was virtually impossible to dismiss 
them. 

Minorities, including now impatient women, used affirma
tive action to leap into positions o{ power or to retain their 
jobs. Minorities were undeirepresented on the faculty, and 
oiie couW scarcely contemplate dismissing a Nack. a Puerto 
Rican, or a woman unless he or she was utterly incompetent. 
One knew that not only the union but also special interest 
groups, in and out of Ihe university, woukl apply pressure: the 
Citizens' Commisskm on Human R ^ u . a campus women's 
caucus. B'nai B'rith. the Sons of Italy, the NAACP, com
munity organizations—the list seemed endless. Such condi
tions were not conducive to courage on the part of the faculty 
or to educational leadership and academk freedom; and the 
history of open admissions—from this angle of viswn—is a 
history of politK^, educatkmal, and moral cnmpronuses. 

HE BLACKS and Puerto Ricans and 
Asians arriving at the City College 
came from working-class families in 

which televisHMi and radk> were the exclusive sources of infor
mation and in whkh there was no tradition of learning, no 
special association with books, no clear commitment to the 
purposes or possibilities of highe^ education. The problem 
that controlled all others was literacy. 

Open admissbns students needed a vast amount of atten
tion in their attempt to master the writing of English. One 
couM find some comprehenskm antong them during the dis
cussion of a reading assignment, and class sessions were ani
mated with an intensity not experienced in the "relevant" 
Sixties; but the students' writing barely made sense. The 
greatest difficulty for blacks, for example, seemed to be to put 
an "s" on the third person singular. Puerto Ricans and Asians 
had bilingual problems that prevented them from reading con
ventional college texts and from writing college compositions; 
on occasion, a student woukl even arrive with an interpreter 
so that he couW register for classes. Yet the Asians were 
remarkable students of engineering and mathematkrs; and the 
blacks and Puerto RKans had a real feeling for literature. 
sociok>gy. and political science. 

The open admissions students brought to their work a 
motivation that was like a hunger. I remember a drtig-dazcd 
white girl in the Sixties who slumped in her seat, her guitar 
beside her. stoned out of her mind, turned off by "irrelevant" 
education, while I tried to persuade her that Ki/tf! Lear was 
wtnlh reading. That scene was unimaginable in the Seventies. 
One was almost tempted to suggest that the criterion for en
trance to college be ntotivation. not preparation or the ability 
to produce hi(^ scores. But motivation is not measurable, and 
the experience of open admissions argues, most dramatically. 
th.tt adequate preparation is essential to success. 

The need for students to master English was clear to every
one; and on a fundamental level. instriKtion in basic writing 
was carried on intensively. In 1970 almost 90 percent of City 
College students took some form of remedial instruction in 
writing—an incredible situation for any American college, let 
abne one that had had a great academic tradition. Seven hun
dred students were placed in Basic Writing I. and 1,700. in 
Basic Writing 2. The other students were placed in Basic 
Writing 3. the equivalent of our former freshman English. 

Fiew people wanted to confront the unappealing implica
tions of language retardation; they blamed the high school 
teachers, who Mamcd the junior high school teachers, who 
blamed the elenncntary school teachers, who blamed the par
ents, who blamed the schools, whose chairmen and faculty 
and principals (many of them City College graduates) bbmed 
us for having implemented open admissions and for not main
taining standards against which their students couM measure 
themselves. When underemployed foreign language teachers 
were rctraitKd for renxdial work, most resisted it. and the 
students resisted them. When history teachers were used, 
they kxturcd on history to students in remedial classes who 
needed to know about subject and verb agreement. Faculty 
and administration were impatient with the work of teaching 
basic writing (it never seemed to produce "quantifiable" re
sults) and acted as though it wouM eventually go away. But 
the subject proved to be Ihe most difficult to teach—CMIC that 
required a stretching of the imagination and a toleratKC rarely 
asked of "intellectuals." It also required that Ihe teachers 
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grow, too. a simple charge ihat they su^ judging and labeling 
their students and attempt to understand them. 

Many educators across the country were defending the stu
dent's "right to his own language." so that he wouM be pro
tected against what was called "the cultural imperialbm" of 
standard English. One read in Ihe journals that black and 
Puerto Rican students wouM lose Ihcir idiosyncratic eth
nicity, Ihe special coknation of their language, Iheir creativity. 
One listened to arguments against computerized America 
with its computerized languid, the horrors of sociobgical 
jargon, the doublespeak (^politicians, Ihe Watergate gram
mar, the linguistic fireakiness of Madison Avenue. A student's 
voice is his character, so the argument went, and shoukt not 
be k>sl in the supermarket language of Mand and utilitarian 
America. 

it was an interesting rtielorical argument but a deceptive 
one—especially in regard to minority students, whose pivrfi-
ciency at the standard language was tantamount to learning 
the art of breathing the special air of America. The kind of 
deep creativity that is manifested in a private language—Ihe 
blues or Huckleberry Finn or some of the poetry of Langston 
Hughes—is aU the more powerful precisely because its ver
nacular clashes with Ihe standard publk language, l ire two 
languages must be simultaneously hek) in the mind of the 
reader as well as <^ the writer, at whatever counterpoint 
can be productively sustained. Indeed, one reason why the 
language of creativity has k>st its power is ihat the repressed 
ennotions it once released are now on the newsstands, de
based by their easy avaibbOity. In any event, for most stu
dents, writing is expository, and exposition is standardized 
and diouM be clear (like Auden's windowpane) and k>gical. It 
is the obligalkm of every English teacher lo give students this 
primary skill. 

At Ihe City College we were loo overwhelmed by the im
mensity cf our problems to engage in theories about language 
acquisition. We iiever surrendered Ihe conviction that our first 
obligation was to offer the conventional language conven-
tKMuJIy, and we tried to teach those underprepared students 
in Ihe way Ihat we had taught thousands of other freshmen. 
At Ihe same time, we straggled lo invent new pedagogical 
devkes that wouM make our leaching more effective. But 
despite all the goodwill that a lifetime of liberalism and aca
demk training dktated. the nagging doubt grew that we might 
not be able to lake an eighteen-year-oki who suffered deep 
linguistic shortcomings and bring him to college level 
verbal competence. 

Those of us who were asked to implement open admissions 
strained so hard to be successful that we didnl have the time 
to call into question Ihe expectations imposed upon us by 
minorities and. more important, by ourselves. When our con
servative colleagues screamed that the standards were falling, 
we answered by saying that the record wasnl in yet. When we 
failed to bring students lo the appropriate level of literacy, we 
blamed ourselves—we hadn't been adequately trained or we 
lacked patience or we'd set our standards too high. 

But in fact we had false expectations. Open admissions 
students came with a sense of fear and self-doubt, confronting 
a standard language that was rendered even more complkated 
by Iheir need to master, at the same time and in the same 
place, the separate language of biology or p$ychok>gy. Their 
entire miscducation and bookless past rose to haunt them, 
and all the audiovisual aids and writing laboratorks and sim
plified curricular materials wc trkd could not turn the trick. 

The mistake was to think tluit this language training woukl 
be preparation for college education when what wc were 
really instilling was a fundamental literacy that would allow 
social .iccultunition to occur. Wc were prcpitring our students 
to be the parents of college students, not to be students them
selves. And the impossible burden that we assumed was t>nc 
property meant for the community colleges of the City Uni
versity. In the strictest sense, the two-ycai college—the most 
powerful single phcmmicnon to appear in higher education 
during the past two decades—should be the bridge from the 
conununity to the senior college. The junior colkgc is vihere 
the openness of open admissi<;ns should manifest itself. 

If a senior college utHkrtakcs the polky. it cither must alter 
most of its programs in the hiimanitks and MKKU sciences or 
face a student drift into "st>ft" subjects that dt> not require an 
exaicling competence in language. The titter happened at the 
City College. I'hc traditioruil disciplines of phik>st>phy and 
history and lilciai<..<. .tnd political science diminished in sjg-
nificaiKc and popiiiarity because students felt unprepared for 
them. W: expected tt>o much I»H> fast from students, and we 
betrayed the iKtUon of open aJmissii>ns by holding students to 
standards they couki never ht>pc to nwct. But anicubtii^ 
these c<mclusions at the iin>e, even if they had been ckar in 
oi»e's miiKl. was impi>ssible. 

CkMiding the issues of literacy aitd of open admissions, and 

every consequent question of how to give a liberal arts educa
tion in an urban setting, was the sudden primacy of ethnkily 
and race, it conditioned everyone's response because it was 
central to the purpose of open admisskms. In a college that 
had originally been almost entirely white and that was now 
half composed of minority students, race touched every edu-
calk>nal issue—from Mack art to black journalism, from black 
history to Mack music. No record of this fitful period can be 
intelligible unless one understands the implkations of racial 
lenskms. vibrating at every meeting, working across and into 
the mind of everyone who cared: 

THE DRAMATIC MOMENT came in the 
fall of 1971. at a large and raucous 
meeting a( Ihe Faculty Council, when 

new departments of ethnk studies were being considered. 
The City College's tninorilies wanted the power that depart
ments represent, and they brought lo the nteeiing dozens of 
students and friends and politkal figures from the Harlem 
community who crowded the room, sitting on Ihe floor and 
perching on window ledges. The intention was cultural intim-
klation of the white faculty, and Ihe inientk>n was fiilfilled. 

Like a thunder that speaks tmly lo the emotions, the rhet
oric rolled that October afternoon, and as the Mack and Puer
to Rkan and Asian spokesmen denounced our "racist" 
university in the midst of that "racist" society, the minority 
students (allowed to sit in the hall but not lo parlkipale) sur
rounded the while faculty members and cheered, clapped, 
and hissed until it became clear that reason wouM not previul. 

One white conservative rose lo denounce the academic 
shallowness of ethnic departments. Another mocked Ihe ar
bitral y definitkm of a department (an ethnk group had lo be 
represented by at least 5 percent of the student body before 
al lying for departmental status): Why only Mack. Puerto 

Rkan. Asian, and Jewish departments? Why not Italian and 
Irish and Ukrainian? But the vocal white conservatives were 
small in number, even though their silent brothers and sisters 
were sizable. The conservatives were not the leaders of the 
campus. They had no students folk>wing them down the cor
ridors and crowding their offices, and ihcir loud protests fell 
on Ihe embarrassed ears of the squirming while liberals in lite 
middle of the room. 

Then the parade began. With Mack and Hispank students 
seated around the room, like the inner ring of the enck>sing 
black community, with nontenured minority faculty confront
ing tenured white faculty, with the preskleni of the college and 
the dean of liberal arts and scknce on the podium, the liberals 
rose vaguely and uncomfonably to express their sympathy for 
the creation of ethnk sludks departments, regretting the 
haste with whkh they were devek>ped, of course, but still in 
sympathy It was ckar to me that black and white were the 
cok>rsof the day. that the unknown (the interdisciplinary eth
nk departments) v/oukl ultimately have to coexist with the 
known (the clearly structured, power-based departnKnts that 
represented the academic disciplines), and that gray was a 
cok)r for the cok>rli;ss. It was not the moment for subtlety or 
intellectual discrimination. 

So. with the gravest misgivings about simpleminded eth
nkily and politkally oriented courses and medkxre faculty 
hired on the spot; with these private doubts aggravated by the 
thought that the creation of these departments was hasty, ill-
conceivied. an intellectual disgrace, and unfair lo faculty and 
students—especially to future minority students for whom 
the college was being clianged: but also with the unwillingness 
to be associated with academic reactionaries whose advocacy 
of "standards" ;uid "cxcelleiKe" seemed to be just another 
version of the Ohermcnsch (superman) syndrome—with all of 
these contradktory emotions running through me. com
pounded by personal disgust at the thought that I might be 
doing the bidding of an administration that simply wanted to 
solve a n;isty problem asqukkly as possible and by memories 
of hiiving written about ethnk literature but of never having 
felt free tt> te:ich a course in black culture and of having been 
criticized by blacks for even totiching the materials—I re
membered Norman Mailer's easy rcm;uk Ihat "l-Acry com
promise makes you less of a man." and I walked to the 
p^xlium and compromised: 

"Wc arc being asked for an expression of faith in this ;KI-
ministration that has dealt fairly with us on s*> many other 
matters.... I. for one. am ready to express that faith." 

The departments were created, and the following months 
brought CiHirses that could only encourage milii;mt separa
tism: "Organized and OiMtrganized Crime in the BliKk C\>m-
munity"; "The Contemporary Black himily" ("A normal 
Negro chiW. having grown within a normal family, will be
come abnormal on the slightest contact with the white 
workl"); "The Prisoner as R>littcai Hero": ••prt>test and Re
bellion Within .Antc-Bellum America"; ••|»nsi>ns and Con
centration Camps" ( "After Attica, the entire system of 

connections and penok>gy must be reexamined"): "Seminars 
in Revolutionary Decok>nizatk>n" ("The tradition of revolu-
tkn as presented in Ihe classk portrayals of European and 
Annerican experiences does not attempt to present the so-
cklogkal basis of revolutions through a consistent theoretical 
analysis"). 

Each new course was a brick that heightened the wall of 
segregation between Mack studies and other programs of the 
college. With less intensity and self-consckHis purpose and 
overt anger, many of the courses in the departments of Asian, 
Jewish, and Puerto Rkan studies served to further the same 
insular tendency: Asians talking to Asians. Jews brooding 
with each oUier over the hokicaust, Puerto Rkans structuring 
a culture. Each of these groups devetoped some courses that 
were valuable in themselves; but they also devek>ped, despite 
their efforts, an effect of self-isolation, a defensiveness that 
loo often look the form of petty academk politics. 

Now a decade has passed, and the fire has not burned us 
after all—although some extraordinary leaders have been 
killed. But it has singed our sensiMlities in ways not easily 
forgotten. The academk home we live in has been altered to 
accommodate other vokes in other rooms and, with luck, in 
our own rooms. That passk>nate intensity experienced on so 
many college campuses had little to do with education and 
much to do with estaMishing racial bases of power. Now that 
the fire has subsided, it is possible lo draw a few coiKhiskms 
that may seem rational. 

The creatKNi of ethnk studies departments at the City Col
lege and throughout the nation rq)resented an educational 
capilulatKMt to extreme political pressure by minority groups. 
Once Mack studies was eslaMished, Puerto Rkan, Asian, and 
Jewidi studies had lo foUow; and before k>ng, courses in eth
nk history and sockrfogy and literature were conflkling with 
those of the traditional departments. The result, with few 
exceptkns, is a curriculum that has the faculty and students 
of ethnk studies departments ghettoized in separate corners 
of Ihe collies. Each ethnk group raises its own consckMis-
ness at Ihe expense of general education. Attempts to devek)p 
courses and programs in comparative elhiucity have Med , 
and the minorities in these departments feel more alienated 
than before. 

Creating ongoing departments was wrong, and those with 
empty hands are the minorities for whom they were created. 
Overt bigcMs from the traditional departments were not dis
pleased at the isoiation of the new departments, for they knew 
that open admisskns pupils—the less well-prepared pupils— 
wouM segr^ate themselves in ethnk studies while the intel
lectually secure and confMenl students wouM work with more 
substantial subject matter in iheir own de|»rtinents. The well-
intentioned liberals agreed to the creatkn of these depart
ments out of no deep kleolo^cal impulse, with no real pur
pose M- pas:>km. They accepted the change cynkally and 
mocked its results privately. They accepted it because to do 
so was easy. And like Ihe sockly. the college became frag
mented and divkled. 

American education—American culture at large—is inte
grative, and the subject matter cannot be obfuscated in the 
name of ethnk heritage or women's studies or homosexual 
Sludks or experimental sbidies. The appropriation of knowl
edge for some personal need is one reality. That is the reason 
most of us have for learning anything. But lo use knowledge 
solely lo further a cause will ultimately debase Ihe knowkdge 
because it is being manipulated for a narrow purpose. The 
student is altowed to evade personal responsibility and umque 
humanity for an abstractkn that has an absolute quality and a 
arts and scknces were placed in a servkc relationship 
to vocationalism—as though the only way Ihe disciplines 
couM be made interesting or relevant was by attaching them 
to practkal prognuns. 

Today, open admissions has ended in New York City for 
lack of funds. But the urban conditions that prompted it will 
remain to haunt us as menwries of what we failed to achieve. 
InevitaMy. one returns in education to the bask questions of 
what the student knows upon graduation and especially of 
what skills of interpretation he possesses. If he does not know 
something of philosophy and history: if he hits not developed 
the critical skills that cnaMe him to distinguish t!ac moral from 
the immoral, ftatuknt language from genuine, art from ar
tifact—then he is n«>t educated. Discrimination is essential: 
inteliectual discriminatii>n. That and kngthening the critical 
attention span, so atomize<l by tekvision and radio and news
papers and a hundred forces collkling with the eye and the ear. 
And acquirii^ the understanding of a few great texts—a few 
will suffke—that have lived beyond their moment in linK. 
And aclueving the self-reliance that grows from the authority 
of knowing some things well. 

Knowledge is certainly not enough, it should lead to 
ctrtkt. i/H page I 
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Drummer Jack DeJohn-
ette's brand of jazz rock is not 
likely to appeal to those who 
consider Chick Corea and Herbie 
Hancock the ultimate fusion 
musicians. Unlike the aforemen
tioned. DeJohnette is concerned 
with expkMingthe possibilities of 
jazz rock rather than perpetu
ating the familiar in order to 
reach the widest possible audi
ence. 

DeJohnette's Directions 
consists of John Abercrombie on 
electric guitar and mandolin. Al
ex Foster on alto sax. and Mike 
Richmmid on electric bass. War
ren Bernhardt, the excellent 
multi-keyboardist who played 
with the group on their debut 
LP. Dtrectiion*, was dropped last 
year because maintaining a quin
tet had proved to be too expen
sive. 

Still, the band's music hasn't 
suffered from the reductitNi in 
persmtnel. and New Rags (ECM) 

'Dkl* ColQf's 

confirms that DeJohnette's Dir
ections is one of the tightest, 
most exciting jazz rock units in 
sight. Their music is an exten
sion of the pioneering fusion 
work of Miles Davis and Charles 
Uoyd. with whom DeJohnette 
has worked extensively as a side-
man. 

On New Rags DeJohnette is 
firmly in command, laying out 
the complex rhythmic patterns 
underlying most of the numbers, 
while Poster handles the melody 
line and Abercrombie adds exotic 
coloristic effects. Their music 
strikes a delicate balance be
tween freedom and structure, 
encompassing musical styles 
from rock to free jazz but never 
straying into the realm of the 
pretentious or inaccessible. 

Tlie album has five cuts, 
three of them written by De
Johnette. whose versatility and 
virtuosity are best reflected in 
the title track, a marvelous tune 
that includes all kinds of shifting, 
odd-tempo rhythms, stop-time 
choruses and free form ^isodes. 
ending with a calypso figure. 

Saxophonist Alex Poster 
contributes two uptempo num
bers to the LP. adding a subtle 
measure of funk with "Steppin' 
Him", a driving number with a 
scorching rock-flavored solo by 
Abercrombie. 

DeJtrfinette has a small fol-
k>wing of mostly jazz listeners, 
but if he keeps this group to
gether and cmitinues to produce 
music of this caliber he is bound 
to crack the crossover market 
sooner or later. 

- FredSeaaaa 

Winter's White Trash 
Recycled 

At the time Edgar Winter 
dissolved White Trash in 1972. the 
group was already one of the best 
white exponents of R&B. with a 
front line and horn section that 
were unmatched in popular music. 
Winter went on to form The Edgar 
Winter Group which scored a 
couple of hits with the prepub-
secent set. then disbanded. At last 
report. Winter was said to be 
recording a sok> disco LP in Phila
delphia with the assistance of the 
notorious producing team of Gam
ble and Huff. What a surprise it 
was to hoar that Winter had 
reformed White Trash. 

But while the idea of a White 
trash reimion seemed promising, 
the results had to be ultinutely 
disapp<Mnting. Missing from the 
mginal lineup are guitarists Rick 
Derringer, bassist Randy Jo 
Hobbs, and several horn men. And 
while Winter tries to downplay the 
absence of these key players it is 
unrealistic to think that you can 
dispense of talent like Derringer 
and Hobbs, and come up with 
identical results. Jerry LaCrois. an 
excellent vocalist, and Floyd Rad
ford, a first-class guitarist, are 
original members who try their 
best to make their presence felt 
but end up tost in tlw mix. While 
previously every member was so 
good that eadi threatened to steal 
the ^wtlight. the current €<»• 
figuratiMi is unchallenging and 
unresponsive. 

This sterile package barely 
indicates Winter's real talents or 
the super power White Tirash woe 
was. It shoukt be interesting to see 
where Winter goes from here. 

-PiaalDiahaba 

A politico! film set in o foctory 
BY JEFF BRUMBEAU 

One of the technical aspects that seems to 
typify and to sustain over the years all the great 

^dranuttic films in history, is that of the achiveiQent 
in each of a particular vision that is repeated and 
exptored and expanded upon from beginning to 
end. A film achieves its greatness when it 
expresses this vision with a realistic and unified 
combination of characters, plot and setting, itot 
unlike a good, well planned novel. It's a difficult 
feat to accomplish but Blue Collar, directed and 
co-written by Paul Schrader {who wrote Taxi 
Ihwer). and starring Richard Pryor. Harvey 
Keitel and Yaphet Kotto. is one of those movies 
that will survive the years. 

Blue Collar zooms in one the lives of three 
workers on an automobile assembly line, focusing 
on their economic troubles and their relationships 
with the factory and union. The men. Zeke Browne 
(Pryor). Jerry Bartowski (Keitell. and Smokey 
James (Kottol. have symbolic importaitce as the 
struggling, contemporary blue collar worker. Their 
situations and personalities are typical but never 
stereotypical. Zeke is a wise craking. dissatisfied 
craking. dissatisfied worker with a wife, three kids 
and a $2,000 debt he owes the JRS. Jerry is caught 
in that familiar middle-class trap of making just 
enou^ to stay even with the bills, never getting 
ahead and always afraid of those unforeseen 
expenses. When his daughter asks him for braces 
and he has to tell her he doesn't have the money. 
Jerry hurts. 

All of this combines to develop in these men an 

Yaphet Kotto In a scene from 'Blue Cellar.' 

uneasy sense of being animals trapped in a system 
with no way out. They nterely survive from 
paycheck to paycheck with no hope of relief. In 
addition, conditions are bad at the factory: the 
worker with a wife, three kids and a $2.00 
debt he owes the IRS. Jerry is caught in 
that familiar middle-class trap of making just 
ployees. all <rf which leads Zeke to cmiunent at 
one point. "Plant is just short f<M' plantation." 

And so when Zeke learns that there » a safe 
cont. on page 7 
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finality; the student's use of his kiwwicdge is too predictable, 
too tatdentious. 

It is insufficient to claim—as defenders of these programs 
do-%iat a college teaches students, not subiect matter, and 
that therefore students should explore what they wish, 
however they wish. This is a sentimental argument, so rela-
tivistic and shifting that it blurs an essential educational vismn 
that judges priorities, that sets forth obiectives and skills, that 
knows its own inherent meaning. It offers the students them
selves—no nwie, no less. It offers no leadership. It points in 
no direction. 

The fun implkations of open admissions had little meaning 
for pco|^ at either end of the educational speclnim: those 
who advocated a nairow ethnicity and those who for so k>ng 
had considered themselves the custodians of an unvarying 
culture. Even those who supported ptx^essional education 
most vigorously failed to acknowledge the need for vast re
sources to improve the language skiDs of the new undergradu
ates. Scientists claimed that too many students were placed in 
basic writing courses and accused the English department of 
self-aggrandizement, of shoring up its British Enipire: social 
scientists continued to give short-answer tests. The h'beral 
arts faculty compbined idxmt expensive programs for bright 
students, whom they never saw in their classrooms, and about 
students in reined^ classes, whom they did not want to 
teach. 

Mutrt were the oM IS>eral aits students who sinq>ly vranted 
to study philosophy or literature or history? Where were 
those v ^ could not be ppogrammed, who werent so abso
lutely certain of their careers, who werent so utteriy nervous 
about job security, and who came to us with a literacy we took 
for granted? Gone. Gone to colleges of the State University. 

Gone to Queens and to Hunter Gone to the suburbs and the 
exurbs and the hinteilands. And with Iheir flight something 
faded firom our own lives—a passing purpose, a pointed 
passkm. 

What really gnawed away at our innards and left us hollow, 
what began lo create a sad yet anxious k>ok in our eyes and a 
dreadful listlessness in the way we moved through classes or 
sat at committee meetings, what dulled our lunchroom con
versations and tnade us depend more on each other than on 
the students—who had ahvays been the great reward for 
teaching at the City CoOege—what coursed in our bodies like 
an iiKurable illitess was our growing realizatkMi and fear that 
in middle age we no longer had a profession. 

Bective courses in literature, languages, phifosophy, and 
history attracted only a handful of students; and tho«^ we 
defended the study <A the humanities in the most eleganl rhet
oric, fewer and fewer students were interested in our subjects. 
Those few who might have cared had no incentive to prepare 
for graduate school siiKC teaching jobs were unavailable. The 
number of maiors plummeted so that the heart of the heart of 
our disciplines was gone. Wwse still, most students were no 
k>nger motivated to read—assignments grew shorter and even 
those were rarely read. In desperate measures redolent of 
Madison Avenue, the facuhy created sexy courses to attract 
students: gay literature. Jewish fertility. Then they tried to sell 
the courses with gaudy posters or notKes in campus news
papers. In the sweaty gym during registration, too many of 
the faculty were no better than baricers at a circus sideshow 
touting the attractions awaiting behind the tent flap. Student 
enrollment determined departmental strength. CcOege had 
become a kind of cheap academk stock market, and teachers 
were stockbrokers in an inflationary educational economy. 

All of these forces devek)ped. Plelkm upon Ossa, a scram

ble for infinite options to satisfy every taste or lack of taste, 
until the college bulletin resembled the smashed windows of a 
very large house, a house that had once been consklered 
honte. An academk home. There was no vision, however 
singular it might have been, that offered a future to the educa
tors and that wouM return the faculty members* pntfessions 
to them. The numbers were appalling: |NY>fessk>nal educatkm 
for 700 students in architecture, editcalion. engineering, nurs
ing, bbmedkine. law. and the performing arts; 1.700 who 
needed remedial work; and a handful of students in liberal aits 
and sciences who were genuindy ready for a coUege educa
tion—they were now called "hmrars students." 

The natival tendency was to expand the prt^essknal pro
grams and to view liberal education deductively, to establish 
career goals and then lo shape Ihe educalkn for them accwd-
in^y. Hie general economk condition o( the city aitd of the 
nation eiicouraged parents, students, and educators to move 
in this directkm—to chitch at what seemed to iwomise a 
chaitce of survival in a confusing age.The study of languages, 
literature. phik>sophy. history, {rfiysks, and mathematics on 
their own terms scented impossible, given the desires and 
needs of the students, given the pressures of a decaying city, 
given the budget (whkh finally ran out on May 28,1976, forc
ing the City University to close for two weeks while we lis-
iMied to vmui^ing politicians and lined up, for the first time in 
our lives, fmr unemptoyment compensatkn). As each career 
program was established, the tradition^ disciplines in liberal 
wisdom, whkh carries viskm m its meanmg. But without 
knowledge, wisdom is hard bought. And knowledge cannot 
be only the socktogy and economks aiKl pt^tical science <̂  
the moment, ever shifting, stimulating an anxkty diat stems 
from uncMtainty, fogged by statistks Ihat carry vrith them 
aKiarenttruth. Without a past, what future can we have? # 

Blue Collor 
cont. from page 6 
kept at union headquarters, he argues that the 
unimi dues must inevitably be kept there and 
suggests to his two friends that they steal it. Zeke 
begins to plan the heist with Smdtey, an ex-con 
and co-worker who is continually persecuted by the 
foreman. Jerry at first chooses to remain un-
involved but soon the pressure <̂  his financial 
burdens builds and he joins his two friends. 

When they break into the office and open the 
safe they're disappointed to find there's tmly $600 
and some obscure books. They had expected a 
greater sum but they have no alternative but to 
split the nxmey and go home. But a few days later 
Zeke contacts Smokey and tells him that he's 
discovered that one of the books he kept from the 
heist is a record of illegal toans the uni<m officials 
have made using the union members' dues. They 
realize the hock would creat quite a stir if made 
pubUc, so they approach the officials with a 
pr<̂ >osttion in five figures. 

Richard Pryor's acting chores in Blue ^CoUar 
are nwre ardous than in his previous films, his n^e 
here requiring a good deal more understanding and 
sensitivity to Uie complexities of his character. But 
Uiere were moments when the comedian was 
aUowed to improvise while keeping to a rou^ 
script and the result is. as Yaphet Kotto CMn-
mented. "Just hilarious." Kotto himself injected 
much personal feeling (he once worked on an 
assembly line) and intensity into his performance, 
dominating every scene he an>ears in. Harvey 
Keitel u also excellent. 

In Bbe CoUar the roonot4Miy and tension ot 
working in an autMuobile plant is stnagly and 
accurately felt, as is the frustratiwi of the wtM-kers 
in their inability to get fair treatment from the 
factwy and union. But what consistently wradcs 
the mind of the viewer at the conclusion of Bfiie 
CoOar is the frightening and self-revealing picture 
it paints of oar destructive relationships wHh one 
another. 

Announcement: City College students are supporting members of The New York Interest 
Research Group (NYPIRG). The group is a nonpartisan, nonprofit reseaiN^ and advocacy 
organization with a fuU-time staff of lawyers, scientists. organizers:aiid res^Krehers who 
work with students on projects dealing with commtmity improvement, consumer protection, 
energy, fiscal responsibility, political reform and social justice. When a student pays the 
activity fee. $2.00 is designated to support NYPIRG. From February 20 to March 10 you 
may request a refund if you are not satisfied with NYPIRG's programs. Come bŷ ^Downer 
203 for more info and learn about our newsmaking projects. 

Finley Program Agency 

PRESENTS 

FREE CRAFTS WORKSHOP in F 350 
Every Monday — SSkscreening with Lily Lee 

Every Tuesday — Leathercrafts with Chris Schreiber 

Every Wednesday — Needlecrafts with Arenks Mandel 

NOON POETRY READINGS in F 330 
March 1 — David Shapiro, author of 'Lateness' 

March 8 — Ron Welbum, author of 'Brown Up' and other poems. 

FINLEY FILM SERIES Fridays in F 101 
March 3 - 'Lady Sings The Blues' 12,2:30 & 5 p.n). 
March 10 — 'EmmanueHe, The Joys of a Woman' — 12,2 & 4 p.m. 



The following essay - reprinted m *f« entirety with permission from Saturday Review - has been publicly criticized by 
President Marshak as being "deeply offensive to our students and faculty.' The essay is part of the first chapter of The 
Humanities in Higher Education, o u»rk inprogress by Theodore Gross, the College's Dean of Humanities. It was published as 
the cover story in the November ̂  issue of Saturday Review. 

Gross contends that the editors of the magazine deleted sign^icant parts of the manuscript he submitted and 
sensationalized the piece, which ran under the headline. "How To Km A CoUege - The Private Papers Of A Campus Dean". 
The deleted parts. Gross says, deal spec^ically with "solutions and aliematives" to Open Admissions, a policy he believes faded 
in its goal to make public higher Education accessible to the city's minorities. 

While we do not neeessarHy agree with Dean Gross' analysis and opinions, toe chose to reprint his provocative essay 
because we feel it deserves the attention of the coUege commumty. and we wish to facilitate a debate of the questions it raises. 
We will print in our next issue [March 17] comments and criticisms by students, faculty and administrators, together with 
sections of Gross'manuscript not published m Saturday Review. 

- The Editor 
by Theodore L. Gross 

Mi 
•Y OFFICE is in Lincoln Corridor, on 
the ground floor of an old Gothic 

.building called Shepard Hall, at the 
Cily College of New York. I38ih Street and Convent Avenue. 
Hariem. Outside this ofTice. on makeshift benches, students 
congregate—Mack. Puerto Rican. Asian, and varieties of eth
nic white—playing radios, simulating sex. languidly moving 
back and forth to classes, dancing and singing, eating and 
studying and sleeping and drinking from soda cans or from 
t>cer bottles wrapped in brown paper bags. 

As the dean of humanities. I move among these students 
unnoticed and conduct my business in adjacent rooms that 
feature telephones and filing cabinets, typewriters, a copying 
machine, a Dictaphone, and a wail of books that from the 
Anglo-Saxon point of view represent the best that has been 
thought and said. 

As an administrator. I am responsible for the teaching of 
foreign languages. English and speech, mtisic. art. drama, 
and. because <^ circumstances peculiar to this urban college. 
Asian and Jewish studies. The two other ethnic studies de
partments—Mack and Puerto Rican studies—report to the 
dean of social science, who lives on the other side of Lincoln 
Corridor. Fifteen thousand students, day and evening, arc 
enrolled in courses—to speak only of the humanities—rang
ing from ShakeH>care to Ektridgc Cleaver, from Beethoven to 
Ellington, from Confucius lo Martin Ruber, from Basic Wnt 
ing I for the poorly prepared to creative writing twghl by the 
OMsx sophisticated American novelisu. The student popula
tion is multiethnic: 33 percent bbck. 21 percent Spanish. 12 

percent Jewish. 11 percent Asian, and diminishing percent
ages of Italians. Irish. Ukrainians. Serbo-Croatians. and 
Slavs—a microcosm, as we proudly say. of the wortd. 

It was not always so. In the Sixties, the college was almost 
entirely white and predominantly Jewish. Enthroned on a hill 
overkMfcing Harlem, it was an urban institution with high 
academic standards, a citadel that for nnore than 50 years had 
existed undisturbed amid the surrounding black community. 
As educators, we at Ihe Cily College were representative of 
the decade. We had abolished requirements and prerequisites 
and had arranged elective courses in a cafeteria curriculum 
Ihat made basic skills and basic knowledge seem irrelevant, 
stniclure obsolete, and sequential study unimportant. The 
historical perspective was already so suspect that Ihe liberal 
arts college functioned primarily on the pleasure principle. 
Students enrolled in the courses they wanted. Economic 
growth was everywhere, and wc couM alTonl small classes, 
independent study, and esoteric subjects. 

During those years, an occasional sumnKr riot created fear 
in the minds of those who were sending their children lo the 
campus on St. Nicholas Heights. At other times, assassina
tions like those of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King. Jr. 
and tocal uprisings starring Stokeley CarmichacI and H. Rap 
Brown stirred discomfort in white liberals like nK. These 
events and other "minor incidents." as we called them, 
seemed like campfires that were easily extinguishaMc—until 
they flared more frequently and burned ck>ser lo ihe campus. 
By IW9 the flames were in our buiMmgs. Decent human 

cont. on page 4 


