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Day Student Senate Pres-

ident Chery! Rudder.

Senate to Begin Hearings
On The Campus Tonight

Newspaper Will Send Representatives in its Defense;
Senate Apologizes for Violating Due Process Rights

By JOSEPH L. LAURIA

The Student Senate apologized 1o The Campus last week for violating the newspaper’s
rights 10 due process, and is starting once again, at a hearing tonight, the procedure that
may lead (o the legal shutdown of the 69-year-old weekly.

Editors of The Campus said they would send representatives 10 the hearing to defend the aewspaper against
charges leveled by the Senate. The paper had refused to do so at two previous hearings because the Senate voted
a temporary suspension before inviting the editors.,

That move was in direct violation
of Board of Higher Education by-
laws, according (0 a ruling madc by
Piesident Marshak last Thursday,

Computer in Works
For a Safer Campus

By MERYL GROSSMAN
A computerized system, that would detect and analyze
crime on the campus, pointing out the most unsafe areas, is

currently in the works, according to security officials.
The computer will determine where the concentration of crime at the
college is located. including what buildings and specific floors are the most

dangerous

“We want to eslablnsh a computerized system of reporling crime,”
asserted Prof. Waiter Bailey (Sociology), a noted criminologist working
with security officials on the pew program.

According (o Bailey, who is chair-
man of the College Security Sub
Committee on Public Relations,
the usc of the computer will allevi-
ate the butk of paperwork normalty
handled by the security office and
will cnable it to use more guards 10
patrol duty.

Albert Dandridge, Director of
Security, said that through results
obtained from the computer the
security force will be able 10 deter-
mine the specific number of sec-
urity guards needed in patroling a
sm le area on cam

By MERYL GROSSMAN

In an interview this week, Prof.
Bailey also explained the desire to
meet with the Coltege’s student
newspaper cditors to discuss a
means of informing students about
security prccaulions and regula-
tions.

He noted that a new security
number had been set up (690-6911).

Such attempts to inform and
educate students about personal
precaution against crime have, for

See SECURITY, Page 2

£ Plans to remove the peace mural,
& which has adorned the front of the

P two student groups, the Finley

Prcgram Agency and
chitectural Society.

the Ar-

Suggestions from siudents concerning

Gthe fate of the mural and

idcas for

Y replacing it with another one are being
i sought by both organizations. FPA plans
§ to distribute flyers informing students of

:-" the proposed replacement.

The flyer will also announce a coniest 1o
set ideas for a new mural. According to
Roger Chan, a member of both FPA and

g the Archetectural Socicty, FPA will give

% mural designs submitted. Judging the con-

%lwo first prizc money awards for the best

£ 1est will be representatives of FPA, Finley
= Center administrators, and a selected num-

¢ ber of art students.

The peace musat was crected in 1969 by
the Art Department in an effort to creaie
an “affirmaiive attitude’™ among sudents

See PEACE, Page 2

in which he reversed the Senate’s
13-0-0 voie 10 suspend The Cam-
pus.

Aficr many leiters were ex-
changed beiwecen the administra-
tion and the Senate in a two weck
period, the students concecded Fri-
day that they had violated The
Campus’ right to a fair hearing and
announced that they would begin
the process again tonight.

The Senate dropped the charge

of “‘distorting the iruih’’ on Friday
keeping the other charges intac!.
They were:
* Thar The Campus had switched
printing contracts in the middle of
this term without notifying the sen-
ate.

¢ That The Campus had been
printing advertisements  for
alcoholic beverages and medical
services without lirst getting the

permission of the President.

* That The Campus illegally
used much of this term’s $5,300 al-
location (o pay past printer’s debts,
leaving them with only $486 in their
account with four issues this term
10 pay for and a1 least onc more
planncd.

1t was the last charge of fiscat ir-
responsibility which was the cor-
ncrstone of the Senaie’s reasoning
for their vote on Dec. 1 (o suspend
The Campus. The Senate had acted
on a recommendation by its com-
mittee on publications which found
The Campus guilty of five charges,
including distorting the ruth and
fiscal irresponsibility.

Hugh Lawrence, the Senaie
treasurer, said the Senate had been
fearful 1hat Jawsuits may be
brought against it if The Campus
did not pay its bills. The Senate had

President Marshak, who re-
versed the Senate’s deci-
sion.
suspended the newspaper so that it
could use next term’s allocation 10

pay past Campus debis.

The Senate believes thai because
it aliocates student fees to the news-
papers it is their ultimate publisher.

The Editor-in-Chief of The Cam-
pus, Dale Brichia, a 20-ycar-old
senior, countered the Senatc’s
charge of *‘fiscal irresponsibility™
saying her newspaper was “‘in the
black.” She said that advertising
revenue would give them the moncy *
to pay for outstanding issucs.

Brichia said in an interview that
the newspaper had violated some
College regulations regarding ad-

See CAMPUS, Page 2

Department Elections Cancelled

By EDNER-PIERRE LOUIS and JOSEPH L. LAURIA
Although student apathy in elections for Departmental
Executive Committees is nothing new, for the first time since
1973 when students were first allowed 0 be elecied, student
disinterest has been so widespread that the Vice Provost for

Student Affairs had to cancel the elections.
Ann Recs, the Vice Provost, said last month that rather than ury 1o hold
clections this late in the erm, she would concenirate her efforts on having
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Peace mural in front of Fintey Student Center.
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Thus, the Exccutive Commitices
tor this term have been run the way
they- were before 1973 — with no
student input.

**Although their input is not ¢s-
sential, |othink 1 was a positive
thing 10 have studems on the com-
minees,” said Prof. Jonah Mann
(Mah.), chairman of the exevutive
commitice i the  Mathemaiics
Deparimemt.

Although the commitices were
able 0 opcrate wathout  siudems
this term since “"we carried on
many years without studens,” he
would like their input again be-
cause i was “helptol.””

Other  chairmen  of  ¢xeculive
committees agreed, in interviews
this week, that they welcomed siu-
dent members but that  studem
apathy had been oo prevaient.

Almost immediaiely  after  stu-
dents won their long struggle for a
vowe i BExecutive Commitiee de-
astons in 1973, apathy began 0
plaguc the clection process.,

1 shunk i dithicult for studenis
to pat m the tme that i ecesarny
Rees

tor aszance,

O CNCCBRIVG  SonamtTiees,”
hast sprng,
when reirenchmen: was an nwiic,

~aed.

the comnurices mei three o tour
nmesaweek.”
CALe, a loi e siadonis doact

Ophos by John Maltabey
Ann Rees
have the tolerance for mectings that
adulis do,” she added.” *And 1he
students feel thar the decisions that
they make don’t really affect sheir
hives.™

Exceunive  Committees,  omni-
powcerful pancls in every College
depaniment, program, institute and
center, have a major say in the hir-
ng and finng of faculty member,
as well as in deternuning cusricular
and budgetary policies. Somwe of s
powers, though, have been eroded
under retrenchment.

tate in 1973, the College, in an
unprecedented move,  decided 1o
permit siudents to sk cither on the
actual Bxccutive Commiitees or on
special advisory pancls to the com-
mitice.

Elections began and drageed on
with one delay after another be-
caine of adoumstraine blundcers,
aid student apathy . and
biaally scated some studanis on the

sed ape.
commiiices. This provess, oner ihe
Lavi ikice vears, proved to by die
rudc caziset tivan ihe oveepiion.
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Hearing on Tonight
For Campus Editors

CAMPUS, From Page 1
vertising and the contciual agree
mene between the sewspagper and s
primers, bt that those regulations
were also routinely ignored by the
four other newspapers on campus.

She charged that the Senate had
Suramped up superfluons charges™
1O give substance 1o its vote of sus-
pension. '

" The Senate’s first action against
The Campus hadd been a iemporary

Pinballs Removed
From the South
Campus Cafeteria

After 200 studems and taculty
members protested the instalation
of pinball machines in the Souwth
Campus Cafeteria last month by
signing petitions, the College has
instructed Saga Dining Halls to re-
move them from the main dining
room.

Richard L. Morley, Business
Manager and Comptroller, cited a
contract that Saga has with the
Board of Higher Education as the
Iegat season behind the College's
action. According to the comiract,
all “‘veading™ and ‘‘game
machines””. must be placed in
**arcas designated by the College.”*

The action 1o rid the South Cam-
pus Cafeicria of the pinball
machines was first begun by
Tamara Pakes, a 23-ycar-old lit-
craturc major, and faculty mem-
bers calting for the removal of what
they refered 10 as “*those infernal
noise makers.””

suspension voted on Nos. 17, pend-
ing the Findines of their publica-
nons commitiee, which they tor
med the same day.

Both the College and the news
paper imsmedhately challenged 1he
acnon, asserting  the Senate had
viokued duc-process  requirements
of the BLEHLE. by not providing the
editors a chance w defend them-
selves ata hearing.

Soma Cheryl Rudder, the Pres-
idem of the Senare, said that due-
process cequirements had been met,
pointing out that such hearings had
since been held.

However,  President Marshak
said in his decision Thursday 1l
the Senate must ““develop proper
procedures  which  recogmze  the
rights of The Campus and afford
the newspaper  adequate tine (o
prepare for hearings.”” He also said
the subcomminiee on publications
must prepare detailed charges i
writing before it could pursue an
action against the newspaper. The
Senate said they would comply with
Marshak s wishes tonight.

Asserting that (he Senate was
“weakened”  and  its  ‘‘respect
eroded” when it fails 10 proicct
“all studemts’ rights,” Marshak
said the Senate had ignored warn-
ings by the administration when it
voted last Tuesday to suspend The
Campus. :

Editors of The Campus said that
the newspaper had retained a law-
yer 1o be used as a “*consultant’’ in
their dealings with the Senate.

Cbmputet will be able to detect dangerous areas on campus
enabling security officials to determine the number of guar-

ds patroling certain locations.

College to Get a Computer

To Make the Campus Safer i

SECURITY, From Page 1
the most part in the past failed.
Onc such cxample is the *“‘Special
Task Force on Rape™ commitiee
formed in February 1975, after
three incidents of rape were report-
ed over a short period of time.

The committee, which comprised
mostly of adminisirators and fac-
ulty members was initially set up 10
cducate swudents about rape and

rape preveniion. However, because
of a lack of participation and inter-
est by both students and faculty the
committee quickly lost its effective-
ness and dissolved.

Nonctheless, both Prof. Bailey
and Security director Dandridge re-
mained highly optimistic about the
use of the computer, alihough
neither could give an exact date for
its debut of the computer.

Consider Plan
To Remove the

Finley Peace Sign
Y Peace Sig

PEACE, From Page 1
ttude™ aniong students duning a
e when student unrese was at its
peak. Prol. Mervin Jules (Ary)
sugpested painting the mural w”a
sroup of are students who collec- .
ey designed and painted i

e painting covers a window at
Fanley that was broken during a fire
which began ar a studemt protest in
1969,

Fhose supporting the removal of
the peace mural contend ehan it dep-
ciis it period of time that has past,
and that a new mural relfecting the
proseit moad of the campus be
construced.

Jules said, *°t think it should
down. It has no anistic
significance and served its purpose
at the time.”” Edmund Sarfany,
Dean of Finley Center agreed.” 1
think it was meaningful at the time,
but 1 don’t think it has the same
meaning now.""

tcanmg now

Come

. S e i
Finley window intact before
1969 student demonstration.
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Holiday Gift Book Sale

THIS IS JUST A PARTIAL LIST OF BOOKS ON SALE...
... HOWEVER SUPPLY IS LIMITED ... COME IN TODAY!!

‘
X

Up To 50%

FINLEY CENTER
A

139111, CoNector's Item: THE
LIMERICK. By G. Legman.
““There was 2 young man from
Madras. . .°" and over 1700 other
bawdy, uncensored limericks in
the most complete coltection ever
can find yous fav .. For sale
to adulls over 21 Onty.

Orig. Pub. at $35.00 ew,
compiete ed. Only $6.98

190338. SUPERMAN: From the
30's to the 70°s. intro. by E.N.
Bridwell. Over. in Full Xolor and
Black & WEite. AU of the most
memorable adventures of
Superman from 1938 10 now plus
SO0 (amous covers. nostalgec

of the S an legend
and 3 full bidbliography. 8 1/2 x
1 .

Orig. Pub. 3t $12.95 .............New,
Complete ed. Only $.98

515784. MORE JOY (OF SEX).
£€4d. by Alex Comfort, M.B., Pn.O.
224 s, 32 in Funt Color.
Handsomely Jius. by the same
fine artists, More Joy begims
where The Joy of Sex left off
Covers the entire spectrum of the
sexual revolulion—one-to-one,
Disexuatity, 2 positive yet
€autwous erploration of sex with
more thas one¢ partner from
threesomes 10 coupies and others,

Published. Fully indexed so you

y -and 9
of the -eldercly and disabled.
y sex and >
general celedration ol sex-as-fun.
“*The Rolls-Royce of sex

CITY COLLEGE STORE Jooss"—Chicise Tribune 8ok

Pud. 3t 312,95 Only $6.98

191539. CREATIVE
MICROWAVE COOKING.
By 1. Chaimers, Dr. R.A.
Antens & R. Malinowski.
Hius. Throughout «n Full
Colar. A (Jbulous,
intormative and easy-to-ute
vol. that provides not only
1hosough nstructions  for
everything you nged to
Know about cookeng with >
microwave oven but also
qives you ncarly 200 tererfic
recipes. Iact. Caramel
Custard, Pork Weth Rece and
Oranges. Shrimp and
Mushroom Soup, €tc.

Pub. at $9.95 ... Oniy 34.98

LO6301. ALL COLOR
800K OF ART NOUVEAU.
8y G. Warren. 105
marveious Mlus. a2 10 Full-
Color. The sensuous,
exquisite forms and lines of
the Ast Nouveav furmiture,
posters and objels d’art of
Tiftany, Lalique, Mucha,
etc., nct. the Amercan
cotlection of Lilian Nassau.
S1/4x 11 1/4,

Extra Value Import Only

$3.98

190524. REMBRANDT: s Lile,
His Work, His Time. By 8. Haak.
€12 MiNs., 109 Fult  Color
Hand-tipped Piates. The most
definitive, important book on
ever D . thas

9 vol. was on
the Yy of angt’s
death. Every aspect of his aet s

o NATURE e MUSIC ¢ GOTHICS ¢ SCIENCE FICTION o ANTIQUE

OVER 300 MORE TITLES INCLUDED
IN THIS SPECIAL BOOK SALE . . .

o SCIENCE o RECREATIONAL VEHICLE REPAIR

© Michelangelo’s

beautifully illus. and Rembrandt’s
touch is conveyed theoush the
paintings, entarged delails of
ihem, the many stages of his
etchings and the near facsimile
P of his ]

free drawings. Mammoth Size 11
x 13 3/4. Weighs over 7 3/4
Pounds.

Orig. Pub. at $60.00

102080. MICHELANGELO THE
PAINTER. By V. Marani. 121
Mus. incl. 108 gorgeous Full
Color plates. Published under the
duspices of the Itlian Nationas
Committee 10 ™Honor
Michetangelo, this magnificent
volume contains all of
a1, from the
designs, skelches and paintings Lo
the greatl frescoes of the Sestine
Chapel. Detuxe binding of green
cloth  with simulated gold
fettering. 10 12 x 14 1/4. 2172
thick.

Pub. at $75.00 Onty $24.95

205398, SIXTY YEARS OF
HOLLYWOOD. B8y J. Baxter.
Over 150 Photos. A ycar Dy-year

tour of the hatoey of the
Amencan film, trom the early
days of 1ne ilenls through
today's era of change and crins.
Incl. Chaplin, Gable. Garbo, Gone
With the Wind, OeMiile, Grettith,
etc. 8 1/2 x V.

Pubd. 2t $15.00 Onty $3.98

105802. AIRCRAFT: An AU
Cotor Story of Modern Fhght. By
0. Mondly. Over 150 fabulous
Full Color 1Mus.  Stupendous
volume of 1Ihose magnifcent
fiysng machines tracing the
$1399enng developments n the
modern  history oOf fleght, ncl.
mtitary  dirceaft,  smatl  plancs,
sudersonic pels. more. 9 1/4 x 12
12
Extea Valuc Import ... ....Only
3$5.98

131293. MARILYN MONROE.
Comp. and Ed. dy John Kodal.
intro. by Daved Robinson. 288
Photos, 27 «n Full Cotor. Candids.
fasthwon, publcity, nudes and
modeling photos blend with
excellent texts to convey that
Per1onatity whech was uniguely
Marilyn’s. Compiete Filmography,

587-2632
OPEN

MON.-FRI.
9AM 10 £.45PM

CITY COLLEGE STORE
FINLEY CENTER

o CHILDREN'S BOOKS ¢ LANDSCAPING
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1 by Odlandu R
HALEY LECTURES: Alex Haley tells a capacity audience of
several thousand students, most of them black, how he
wrote his best-selling book, “Roots,” which traces the
origins of a black American family to its roots in Africa. The
lecture, in the Finley Ballroom last Friday afternoon, drew
frequent applause, several standing ovations, and moved

many in the audience to tears.

Source Struggles, as Line Begins

By ORLANDO RAO

. THE OBSERVATION POST

Opposition Begins to Mount

Page3

For Two Year Skills Test

By MERYL GROSSMAN

Even though it remains uncertain whether the College will give a controversial two-year
skills test 10 all sophomores nine months from now, opposition 1o the exam appears 10 be

mounting now.

This become clear Wednesday night at a meeting of the Student Senane Committee on the Two Year Test. The
Senitors spoke of the need 10 inform and then unite the College’s students, faculty and administration against

the test.

“We must use everything we
have to get people 10 boycon the
test and pass the word about the
tese (o others,™ Senate Treasurer
Hugh Lawrence said. At this
point we cannat ask students not 10
take the test, we must el them not
10,”* he asserted.

The twe year test was introduced
by the Board-of Higher Education
last spring as a means of reducing
enrollment  ar  the  financially-
pressed City University.

However, the Board has Jeft it up

The Source, the College’s Jewish newspaper, is expected to be on the newsstands once

again.

Hugh Lawrence, the Student Scnate Treasurer, said that the Senate had allocated $1,500 10 the newspaper for

two cight page issues this semester.
The money came out of $3,800

of unappropriated funds in the

Senate’s budget. Those funds were

THE SQURCE

originally (0 be used only for
culural activities for the various
clubs on campus, Lawrence said.

The Source was given their
allocation on Dec. 1. lis editors did
not submit a budget uniil mid-
November and the scnate con-
sidered this in refusing a request of
more than $4,250. '

Arthur  Kruk and Isadore
Sobkowski, (wo students involved
in trying to revitalize The Source,
could not be reached for comment

on the paper’s plans.

Isadore Sobkowski, the editor of
The Source, said yesterday that the
paper had applied for $1,500 from

the College’s Schiff Fund and that ~

they had not reccived word yet
from (he administration.

Sobkowski said that The Sousce
would publish three 8-page issues if
it received the grant, and one 24-,
page “‘magazine” if it did not.

The paper, which was founded in
1973, last apncared in the spring of
1976.

While The Source attempts a
comeback, a new newspaper called
The Linc made its debut on campus
Nov. 15. Like The Obscrvation
Post when it was established in
1947, The Linc is a paper writien by
and for war veterans at the College.

Math Wiz of Woman

Was Here and Wow!

By MIGUEL ANGEL VAZQUEZ

Quick. What is 999-million raised to the third power and on whai
day of the week will January 1, 2001 fall? If you werce in the Science
Building, Room J3 a few wecks ago you would have known in seconds.

Shakuntaia Devi, a mathematical wiz from India, who can calculate
complex mathematical computations in seconds, answercd both
questions almost instanily, dazzling both students and professors who
packed the lecture hall.

No Previous Schooling

Devi, who is a more than even maich for the sharpest eleciric
calculator, cannoi explain how she is able (o solve almost instantly in
her head computations that would 1ake the average person hours 1o
figure out. Though she has no previous schooling whatsoever, her
abilities were apparently enhanced by cncouragement from both her
parents and relatives afier they discovered she possessed a unique talent

However, in addition 10 reaching
the ncarly 1000 vetcrans of the
Vieinam War who attend the
College, Line editor Mark T. Mc-
Donough, a senior, hopes that the
paper will reach all students.

The Line first began as a vetern
newsletter in 1975, According 1o
the bylaws of the Veleran Cost of
Instruction Program (VCIP), a
federal government program, the

The Line

Veterans Outrcach Program here
must publish a ncwsletter. The
ncwsletier had a circulation of
ncarly 2,500 and cost $250 10
produce.

The purpose of The Line will he

. 10 irform veicrans of current news
but to serve also as cntertainment
for them and the student body. In
the first issuc of The Line there ap-
peared a recipe for lasagne and a
new column calted *“Trivia Tid-
bits.”"

The Line, unlike any of the other
five newspapers at the College,
receives no money from the Student
Senate. It is funded by the sale of
advertisements and money received
by the Veteran Cost of Insiruction
Program (VCIP).

Looking at the future, Mc-
Donough says that he would like 10
sec The Line wrn into a CUNY-
wide velcrans newspaper.

Asked what the response was 1o
the first issue, McDonough said
that it was enthusiastic. s a dif-

to cach unit of the University to
“test” all sophomores before they
cnter junior year any way they ‘see
fit.  College officials  said,
theretore, that aliernatives “to a
uniform  cxamination “for all
sophomores were possible.

Even so, the Swudent Senate says
that since the summer, it has been
decply concerned about the ad-
ministering: of a specific test which
according 0 Ceryl Rudder, the
Senate president, would be geared
to climinating at least 1en per cent
of the students who ake it.

Rudder said that action had 10 be
taken now and pointed to lasi
term’s unsutcessful protests against
tuition as an cxample of a
movement That was begun 100 late.
She said that the student boycou of

might have brought about betier
resulis.

The Scanate Committee on 1the
Two Year Test, which was formed
last Wednesday, plans 0 meet
regularly on the issue and develop a
plan of action.

A massive “‘advertising™ and
“propaganda’™ campaign against
the test is most likely 10 be the first
step_the senate will take in their
drive to unite the College in a
boycou, Rudder said. This will be
followed by a secries of swudent-
facully mectings and rallics which,
if successful, would culminate in an
overwhelming  boycout by those
taking and administering the tesi,
she said.

Such a boycott is rumored (0 be
brewing at Hunter College where

classes in* the spring was a
““disorg 1, poorly pl od af-
fair,” and that carlicr planning

both students and faculty members
have reporiedly united against ihe
test, Rudder said.

Students Bitten Twice in
Dogge Search for a Pet

=

" e . . - 13.

Edmund Sarfaty. Elin and Kit.

By ORLANDO RAO

When Elin Wilder and her friends in the Finley Student
Center ook in a sickly dog a month ago they didn’t expect i1
10 be destroyed by the ASPCA. And when they found a
healthier one a few days later they didn’t think it would be
threatened by the administration.

Bw Edmund Sarfaty, Dean of Finley Center has said han the dog
named Kit has 10 go because it creates an unsanitary atmosphere and is
dangerous to students and siaff on campus.

Kit is the second siray dog 1aken
in by Elin and other students in the
Finlcy Program Agency. The first,
a four month old puppy, was
desiroyed by the , ASPCA  for
“humane reasons™ despite a last

in math at an carly age.

Devi got the show started on Nov. 19 by answering in seconds the fir-
st question put (o her: **What is 9999 squarcd?"* Devi calmly answered
correctly: **99,980,001."°

The highlight of the show was when Devi asked a student 10 hold up
a calendar 10 ihe audicnce. She was able 10 name all the days that
Friday fell on in 1976. The audicnce burst into laughier when the
studen: turning the pages of the calendar could noi keep up with Devits
machine-gun speed.

Prof. Herman Cohen, (Math), said. “*There is no way onc could
possibly memorize tables and arrive at the answer so quickly. And cven
though square roots could be computed in 2 matter of minutes, fifth
root is something which is very difficuli. ™

Students in the audicnce held mixed views regarding Devi's umgue
talent. Responses varied from total disbelief 10 absolute ama. - ment.

By ihe way. those of you whoe are still irving 1o figure out the answer
to 999-million to the 1third power. it is 999,999 997 000,000,002 999
999.999 which Devi arrived atin a mere thirty seconds.,

Her performance was sponsored jomily by the India Club and ihe
Mathemancal Socicty .

ferentiype of newspaper.,” he sad.

ke atialves
GIVING BLOOD: Students donat d for the Coltege’s blood
bank during last week's blood drive. held in the Finley Grand Ball-
toom and Shepard Hall. Donator turnout was relatively light. with
only eighty students turning out to give blood. The blood drive was
sponsored by the Student Senate and coordinated by the Col-
lege’s Blood Bank Council.

minutc fund raising atempt by
FPA studemis which ncuied ap-
proximaicly $33 in donations from
studceais in Finley.

However, the next morning when
Elin and another studem went o
pick up the dog at the ASPCA, they
were informed that it had been
destroyed carlicr afier suffering a
S*comaulsion™,

A few days tater Kit, a larger and
healibicr dog was adopied by the
FPA students who intend 1o heep
him  av an  unoffical  collsge
mascol. According to Elin, money
Ieft over from the fund dein ¢ will be
used (o buy dog food.

Snl, it remains unclear Just how
long “Kit™ will remain FPA'S Dean
Sarfariy  remains anteal on
poicy of “no allowed™.
However, accoadine 1 Ehn he s
compromised shehtlv on us
He satd we

HITIN

dogs

TTihey
pein aflowed™ rule.
would keep sty mcead. sdse

sand.
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A FHlip of the Coin

BY DENIZE LAUTURE

There were thirty-one students registered for the course. Four more
wanted (0 be admitted. The instrucior could onty afford one more student.
They flipped a coin. The three unlucky studests went back home. e

The teacher was taking the atendance. | handed him my registration
card. U hoped he would sign me in at once, but he looked at me. 1 became
embarrassed. He said: “*Dear fellow, this is a swimming class. There is
only one insiructor (0 do the teaching. A swimming class with fificen stu-
dents is an overcrowded class. 1 already have a list of thirty-one students.
This is not a literature class. We deal with water. . -deep water, not poet-
ry...fancy lines. Here you can get drowned! Now, there are three more
students waiting for me to sign their cards. | can only accept one more stu-
dent. Wait with them. After the auendance we will {lip a coin and sec who
is the lucky one.”

Sometimes, | become very patient. | waited. Five minutes after the
1aking of the ateendance was over. The teacher slid his right hand imto his
pants packet. He came up with a nickel. The first two students chose 1ails.
The other one and | 100k heads. The teacher flipped the coin: It was heads.

To decide between myself and the other student, he fMlipped once more.
My opponent held on to heads. 1 had tails and won.

I was happy. 1 had a heavy program for the term, (welve credits, four

In opposition to a two-year test

As if the elimination of open admissions
and free tuition wasn’t enough, the Board of
Higher Education plans to throw another
obstacle in the paths of present and future
students who seek to complete their

" education and obtain a degree from -a
CUNY college. .

The two-year sophomore test, designed (o
measure _the ability of each student in
mathematics and english before allowing
them (o continue at the college, is clearly
another attempt by the BHE to reduce
student population at the University,
thereby paving the way for future lay-offs

Marking the end

The Peace Mural in the front of the Finley
Student Center has weathered over the years;
Pecled like the glitter of the now defunct Flower
Children; Gone tike the Fillmore East; and faded
with the sounds of the last Beatle's album.

Erccied in 1969 by the Ari depariment, the
mural scrved as a symbol for those students in-
volved in the fight against the Vietnam war and a
closed university. It gave them the hope that in
the end all would be well—there would be peace.

Pcace. In the 1960’s that word was magic.
There were peace signs, and peace treaties. The
Victnam war was winding to a close and open ad-
missions became a reatity. OQur **boys” came
home and many went 10 college. There would be
peace in the 70's.

The 1970°s have been quict, and criticized
because of it. With no wars to fight and a system

of faculty members, administrators, and
college workers.

"The major argument of those in favor of
the test is that it will ‘weed out’ those
students who cannot sufficiently handle
college English and mathematics and that,
by doing so, will upgrade the scholastic level
of the University.

We can only see the two-year test as yet
another stone cast at the reputation of a
University once dedicated (0 a free and
equal college education for all who desired
i

of an era. . .

- of frec and open education the students have put

away their armbands and love beads. They have
been inclined 0 get into the memorabilia of the
fifties, get nostalgic and hopeful—what with the
likes of Jimmy Carter quoting Bob Dylan in the
White House. So as a tribute 10 the 70°s, the Art
department has announced plans to ask the
student body 10 suggest a new symbol that will
replace that of the sixties, with one that cmbraces

‘the aspirations and reficcts the frustrations of

The 70’s.

We hope they will take into account the end of
open admissions, uncmployment, the depletion
and pollution of our natural resources; and we
wish the Art deparument luck, becausc if any
thing, as we’ve seen in the past, if we have hope,
there will be peace. :

Letters To The Editor

such publicly made charges.

No Elections

To the Editor:

| would like to comment on sev-
cral articles and an cditorial in the
November 12th issue of Obscrva-
tion Post.

First, | trust that by now the pin-
ball machines have been removed
from ihe South Campus cafcieria.
And ihanks to the siudents for the
pocm and 1he petition. A sensc of
humor is all 100 rare on campus
thesc days.

Sccond, 1 regret 10 say that the
sheer fack of people to handle the
job is going to make it impossible
for me 10 run another st of clec-
tions for students 1o serve on de-
partmental comeittees  this  fall.
This i contrary to your accurate

. story on page 1, | know, The reg-
ularly scheduled clections will be

Ann H. Rees
. . Vice Provost for
held in the svpnng semester, of c¢.1ur- Student Affairs
sc, and [ will put extra cfforts into R . )
facilitating  student pariicipation P inball Goes Tilt
To the Editor:

then.

The chaos during collection of
the financial aid checks on Novem-
ber 3rd and 4th could and should
have been prevented. There's really
RO MOre 10 say on the Lopic now ex-
cept everything we can will be done
1O prevent a repetition.

And, a last noic: on your front
page you have an article on the
question of the extent of drug usc in
Finley in which you quotc Pres-
ident Marshak and me direcily (and
in my case, | know, accurately).
Yet on your editorial page vou ac-
cusc adminstraiors of tack of coop-
cration, of avoiding reposters, of
being uniruthful. As onc of those
adnunistrators, 1 would really ap-
preciate public documentation of

Regarding Saga’s vending
machines in 1the South Campus
Cafeteria main dining room, the
Board of Higher Education’s con-
tract with Saga siaies **... .Con-
tractor shall install ar its expense
and opcerate only inosc vending and
gamc machines approved by Col-
lege and only in arcas designated by
Collcge. . ."" | have instructed Saga
to remove all vending and gamce
machines from the main dining
room and they have agreed to do
s0. They arc permitied to place the
machines in the smaller room
southeast of the food lines where
the College previously had such
machines.

Richard E. Moriey

Busincss Manager & Comptroller

evenings a week. But as my fellow students were geing home heads down,
1 thought of the founders who placed the first stones in the Harlem Cam-
pus. They ceruaialy did not think that some day coin flipping would be a
registration procedure.

Denize Lauture is a junior, and a member o, Boricuas Unidos, a student

organization.
s Happening

Short Films
The Davis Center’s Independent Fil kers Series will screen three
shore films by Carole Schneeman on Fri.. Dec. 10, 2 PM in Rm. 305
Shepard Hall.

Christmas Program
The Newman Club (469 W. 142nd St.) will hold a special Christmas
Program on Fri., Dec. 10. There will be a Mass at 12:15 PM, a book
discussion a1 2 PM, and Dinner at 6 PM.

Japanese Film
‘The Forty-Seven Ronin,’ a Japanese film, will be shown on Mon., Dec.
13 in Rm. 301 Cohen Library. Sponsorcd by tie Institute for Medicvat and
Renaissance Studies.

Piano Duo
Patrick Rucker and Zalman Miotek will perform a piano duo of music
by Mozart and Shubert, on Tucs., Dec. 14, 3 PM in Rm. 200 Shepard
Hall.

PSC CUNY Meetings
The City College Chapier of the Professional Staff Congress invites all
faculty -y two meetings: Wed., Dec. 15, 12 Noon in Rm. 121 Finley; and
Thurs., Dec. 16, 12 Noon in Rm. 105 Shepard Hall.

Counter-Culture Films
The History Depariment will show counter-culture fitms of the sixties
followed by a discussion with Prof. Robert Twombly, on Thurs., Dec. 16,
2-4PM in Rm. 301 Cohen Library.

Daycare Center Meeting
The Women's Center is sponsoring a meeting 1o discuss ways of
establishing a free daycare center 10 serve the needs of the College Com-
munity. Thurs., Dec. 16, 12-2 PM in Rm. 417 Finley.

Clothing Drive
The House Plan Association is sponsoring a Chrisimas Clothing Drive
Dec. 13-17 for the benefit of children in Brooklyn's Brownsville section. If
you would like 1w donate clothes, contact Jerry Katzman in Rm. 317
Finley.

Road Rl

Sumﬁ(y ‘December 19
10:00.AM.
140% Street & Convent Ave.

For further information come to
Rm. 32 Steinman Hall
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< ade!k n

gorgeous

A, GF pirn:
¥d Mo

pkin ate fFtite air? 1 don’t: ;

g%: to Rockefeller Center

- Christmas_ tree-tike-golden elves in ap
JIaR carioon-Or go driving through a

it forést ina <ream colored Mercédes Benz,
the top down, smoking grass and drinking
Brandy. But 1 can't. I have a deadline o
meet in about eight hours, which means |
have to0 go without sleep and make a1 least
three drafts of this so it will be readabl

“Skaters move under the great.Ubdghs"of | Bersettyy
—-Ibegirl got red. She couldn’t deal with i, - .
:} cords ia.the brain — feed for thought. Proud

b

Rondinone

N .. s
llow daisics

i :”:5'0'.!’--;"- g

" #You wag 10 fuek A

toll. Why ddk'Gyoi jusi say i7", 3

“T¥ack®d up. ’had a scotch and waldr

OPtpand and a JEORFitic oiher. vy
by~ don*tlycwameirher if she touches

1 sdif-Momne—

said, *1

- “Tharssick,” shesaid. .. ___
The phony. I should've stayed home. !
And I'm mad because onc of the

professors at the college, Geof frcy Wagner,

has the balls 10 write an absurd book (End of

Education) about the state of the Open Ad-

issi schools that is so full of inac-

So I fucked up! 1 haic 10 say it. And |
don’t want to make any excuses. I don’t have
to. ‘Cause I'm mad.

I'm mad because | went 10 2 party fast
night with my man Ben when I should have
stayed home to write this article. After alt,
I'm the editor. If I can’t meet the deadlines
how can I expect my writers t0? Fhe party
wasn't even good. A bunch of turkeys from
Einstein Medical School spent the night
around a table of cheese dip and crackers
sciewing and unscrewing the light bulbs of a
chand®lies. They got off on the way the
foom weni black when the bulbs were un-
screwed.

If it wasn’t for Ben the night would've
been a total waste.

Ben walked up to a girlin a jumpsuit with

curacies people ai the college are calling it a'
great work of fiction. Yet, the book gets'
seviewed in The New York Times: and it willl
surely give people in Peoria, Indiana a war-;
ped view of who we are (the opea admissions
students). For example, he writes: “I am!
paid for a certain competence in English
language and literature, not for wun-
derstanding the inner compulsions of Joc;
Blow yawning his head off in the back row.""
And thus he crcates the image that all open;
admissions students yawn in the back and
are Joe Blows. He, in fact, does use this termjg
repeatedly in his fairy tale to refer to the
open admissions student. He also uses “‘dun-
ces,” “sleeping beauties,” and “‘young
ieroi.™

Being an open admissions student myself

By P.J. Rondinone
YA e WM AL ot va R R P -

-~ - - -

Y.
ers the shit o@:]'of me, becauf@ [ can
tures 1o.-Likash .

buzzing 4pout the ears as if feeding on raw-
mediProud (o be with men right out of the
bush, eyes crusted with ‘yellow gum, lurking

in sand dunes_at night;- with the hoens of a

 bison bending gracefully over their skulls,

leading to their rectums providing umpbiliaM

10 be with mén who have ;urely Kitied Detter
men thao § (this **noble savage'") who dances
at their hecls, scabs flying from the edges of
dirty underwear, course card in hand.™

And though that may seem tit-for-tat it is
positively nccessary because the author of
this book, End of Education, clearly detests
not only the open admissions student, but
also, particularly, the black and Pucerto
Rican students; for in his book he has used
such cruel and absurd descriptions like this:

““l would find myself telling some char-
ming child whose only visible sign of im-
menent anarchy was an afro so wide she had
difficulty navigating my office door, ‘sce
you've used imperalist four times.* **

And | would wonder: What the fuck docs
that mecan? Does he want muzzles andhair
crops for all “‘charming™ blacks with un.
navigatablc afros?

Anyhow, I'll get back to him later. After | )
8¢t back from the bathroom. Gotta liberaie |
four quaris of beer, a2 pint of wine, Iwo |

boxes of pretzels and onc can of crcam

Cnc e LA r oot .

a cool thing to
must have hi

across the top of .this ‘typew
beside me and iells me'that the iooses
der ‘his- eyes-ig-getting tight like & strip ,

e
deied leather, béciuse

in High Schoof A dehicate operalion per-
formed on a slab of marble by nuns on
Easter Sunday. So 1I'm toid.

The real story begins like this.

Ben and | went 0 a bar at Columbia
University, The Kings Pub. A small room
with disco music pumped in, gales on the
windows, dim yellow lights and hundreds of|
swealy bodies bumping and grinding their
buns together, a cloud of marijuana smoke
hoovering above their heads like swamp gas.

We sat at a table in the center of this mess.

*“This is Columbia,"” Ben yelled inio my
car.

““1 don’t fuckin® believe it,” 1 said.

A black girl in a denim skirt danced on the
top of a table, kicking her legs into the air.
She opcaed her blouse and exposed a pair of
dark brown breasts (sweat dripped from the
nipples). An cager audience of Columbsa
types: kids with curly blond hais, penny

Tum to Page 4A L7 |




Page 2A

The Observation Post Magazme

Fnday, December 10, 1976

The Department of Consumer Affairs Is a Rip Off

By Sam Felberbaum

The Depariment of Consumer  Affairs,
established in 1968 by ihe Lindsay ad-
ministration as a warchdog for acts of traud
against the consumer, has in recent years
been  snarled  under by an  excessive
burcaucracy, rampant inefficiency, and a
gross misordering of priorities in which
profit takes precedence over the needs of the
consumer.

Under former commissioners Bess Myer-
son and Beuy Furness, the agency atiempted
to decentralize its operations (o betier serve
low income communities where merchant
rip-offs are high by sctting up neighborhood
complaint  centers  throughowt the five
boroughs. However, under Elinor
Guggenheimer, the DCA’s current com-
missioner, this trend has come to an abrupt
hal andt even regressed. .

. The main office of the DCA, located a1 80
Lafayette St. in Manhauan, is a sprawling
burcaucracy. When a  complaim s
registered, it is forwarded to an investigator
who sends the merchant a letter telling him
to contact the consumer, and a letter 1o the
consumer advising him 1o contact the in-
vestigator. A consumer who registers a com-
plaint may have 10 wait anywhere from wo
weeks 10 two years for a resolution. The
process is impersonal and so lime consuming
that many complaints may be obsolete by the
time they are investigated.

“They (the DCA) are really not reaching
the people,” said an investigator at the main
office. **They only want 10 sce productivity.
An investigator must a quota of
complaints though the quality of handling
them is not emphasized.™

In conirast to this process, a consumer
may walk into a neighborhood complaint
cemer and  be imerviewed  almost  im-
mediately by an investigator, who then con-
tacts the merchant in person or by phone
while the consumer is present. The complaint
centers can work to the advantage of the
consumer.

Unfort ly, Guggenhei has been
slowly whittling away at the powers of the
complaint centers and at the complaint cen-
ters themselves ever since she came into the
position.

Elinor Guggenheimer is a member of the
rich and famous Guggenheimer family. She
is also a dear friend of Mayor Bcame. When
he was clected, Guggenheimer desired to be
commissioner of the Departhent of Parks
and Rccreation. However, since that
position had alrcady been filled, she got
stuck with the DCA, and ncedless 10 say, the
DCA got stuck” with her. Her background
makes her unfit for the position. Any person
who lives isolated in a world of ca and
crumpets cannot be expecied 10 undersiand
the lower rcalm of hot dogs and hamburgers.
Upon examining her policies, this will be ob-
vious.

One of her most devastating policics
towards the consumer in the DCA is the
process carried out in investigations. When a
merchant is chargded with fraud, the DCA is
empowered to gather evidence against him in
ordez 1o file a suit in court on behalf of those

[the

As an investigator with the DCA | had a
first hand experience with one consumer who
had filed a complaint with the main office
against a. furniture stwore for delivering
broken merchandise; and a year later, he
complaint was still unresolved. | discovered
that since the Turniture store was under in-
vestigation, the complaint had been held
open until the maiter could be brought to
court or negotiated with the store. So |
requested that the complaint be sent 10 me at
Bronx  Complaint  Center. Upon
examining the docket, 1 discovered that not
so much as onc phone cal! had been made 10
the merchant in an effort to resolve this
situation in the entire 1welve months the
complaint had been an the DCA.

This complaintent also informed me of
other people she knew who had similar
problems. However, the main office refused
to forward me any more complainis. | spoke
to an antorney about this. He said that this is
“‘my investigation” and therefore 1 could
not resolve any of these cases.

fore was put into this case in an atlempr 10
secure retribution for defranded customers.
But then the charges were mysteriousty
dismissed by the main ofice despite the fact
that the merchant had indeed commined
several violations.

Of course, the responsibility for these ac-
tions  cannot  be  blamed  soley  on
Guggenheimer. They can be diffused among
the officials of the DCA. However,
Guggeaheimer sas not taken the appropriate
steps to deal with this situation.

The inability of the inspection division 10
catch violators is another problem at the
DCA. When a merchant is in violation of
one of the Consumer Protection Law (CPL)
regulations, such as advertising an item on
sale and failing (0 have it in stack, a con-
sumer is supposed to be able to request an in-
spector from the DCA. But the wait for an
inspector after calling is **about seven to ten
days and sometimes even longer,”” according
o one inspecior at the main office. And if an
inspector docs not come 10 the store im-

never. have happened if Guggenheimer had
put up a better fighe. .

The question now arises how can the DCA
cut-back the complaint centers if i is a
revenue gencrating agency that is operating,
1o my knowledge, at a profit tevel? Or how,
il cvery other agency in New York City iy
falling deeper into debe can the DCA come
out ahead?

The reason, I submit, is this: The main of-
fice rcaps enormous revenues in fines from
merchants. The satisfaction of the individual
consumer docs not receive priority. The
complaint centers are harrassed, restricted,
and climinated because they cost moncy and
do not return revenue. Individupl consumers
are not given personal atention at the main
office because it is not a revenue producing
proposition. Thus, the priority of the DCA is
revenue, not consumers.

‘Incompetency also plagues the DCA. | on-
ce requested information relating 10 a very
crucial question of law about a case. The in-

formation | received came from an aunorney

Consumer Rights

'who assured me that the information was ac-
| curate was not. But I did not know this until

As a consumer you should follow these
few practical steps before making a pur-
chase.

L. Before buying a new car: check the car’s
frequency of repair record in **Consumer
Report.”” Repair records usually do not vary
100 widely from one year to the next unless
there have been drastic changes in the car;
Read the contract carefully for hidden
clauses which exempt the merchamt from
liability; Check the merchant’s reputation
with the Bciter Business Burcau (BBB);
Sccure a delivery date in writing; and obain
as lengihy and as comprehensive a warranty
as possible. Remember, cars are time bombs
built 10 self-destruct. An extended warramy
is well worth the cost.

2. 1€ you are purchasing a used car: have it
inspected by a mechanic but never one who
has been recommended by the dealer. Check
out the merchant with the DCA to sec if
there are any outstanding violations against
hin: and/or with the BBB. Again, try 10 geta
good warranty. Be surc you rcad the contract
carefully and make sure all promiscs have
becn made in writing.

3. Auto repairs: avoid overpaying,
receiving_repairs that you did not ask for,
faulty repair jobs, and other problems;
Check the merchant’s reputation with the
BBB. Secure a writien estimate (never accept
an oral cstimate) of the o1al costs. Demand
to sce the old parts, and inspect the car on
the premises after repairs-have been made.
Promptly report any problems 10 the mer-
chant. If he refuses (o correct the discrepan-
¢y. you may filc a complaint with the New
York Swate Depariment of Motor Vehicles.

4. Consumer Credit: when hunting for the
lowest possible interest rate, remember that
finance companies usually charge the most
(up 10 30%), whereas credit unions and
banks charge much Icss (about 6% and 11%
respectively).  According 10 the  Federal
Trade C (FTC). the mcrchant

defrauded. The unresolved ¢omplai

against the merchant usually serve as the
evidence. However, only the collection of a
minimum ne.aber of these complaints s
necess2ry to insure an optimal outcome in
court. After that number is reached, the
others  are  surplus.  Yet, under the

must notify you of the amount of the 10ial
loan and credit charges, finance charges (the
cost of taking out the loan). monihly
payments and Jue datcs, the Annual Per-
centage Rate, tate charges and when they are
incurred and so forth.

Billing errors when complained of must be
acknowledged by the credit company within
thirty days and an explanation provided
within nincty days. In some cases, you may
withhold  your paymems  if you ar¢
dissatisfied with an item you purchased (if
you purchased it from the same mercham
who extended credic 10 you).

S. Adveniisements: Beware of *“‘free” of-
fers with strings attached. If there's a sale
going o, first call the merchant to make cer-
tain he has the item in stock before going to
the store. If he doesn’t have it, demand a
rain check. If he refuses, inform him that he
is liable for a finc from the DCA for not
having a sufficicnt stock of ghe item during
the announced sale days.

6. Supermarkets: Be on the fookout for
rip-offs. Unit pricing is mandatory in large
supermarkers, and with their aid, you may
determine exacily how much you are paying
per measure of one product compared 10
others. Beware of the bait and switch taciic.
f a merchant has *‘run out*’ of a sale item or
has only dcleciive ones left and he tries 1o
push something more expensive on you, do
not take it. Demand a rain check.

7. Door 1o door salesmen: Be advised that
the FTC gives you three days in which to
cancel any contract with a full refund.
During that time you shoutd compare the
salesman’s offer with that of the local mer-
chams. Also check his credentials with the
BBB. It is a violation for a door to door
salesman not 10 state his intent to make a
sale a1 the outset of his pitch. Some salesmen
may posc as charity collectors or lead you to
believe that you have won a prize.

8. Apartments: You should be advised
that alihough a licensed broker costs more
than a referral agency. the broker must find
you a suitable apartment or give you a
refund of your money. This is not so with the
referral agency, which provides lists of apar-
tmenis shat it believes arc available. They
<an refuse 10 refund your money. Last ycar
the Atorney Genceral and the DCA con-
ducted an investigation of these agencics and
many were cited for various instances of
fraud.

afier 1 confronied the merchant with whai |
had. And so | fch like an incredible ass in
s front of the merchant, but, more so, | didn’(
i make the DCA look 100 good.
But | learned a lesson from my experience
[ and the nexe time 1 asked for information |
was sure to ask the same Question of four
differemt pcoplc I managed to receive four
different answers.

Apathy is another problem.

Many of the workers at the main office are
apathetic towards their work. As one in-
vestigator put it “Morale is low. The
workers here work hard and  she
(Guggenheimer) takes all the credic.” Of
course, apathy cannot be justificd. The DCA
is working well below its capaciry.

The solutions to the problems | have men-
tioned are not casy, but the primary siep

would be for the DCA 10 live up 10 us
original commitment 10 decentralize s
operations. The agency's overall cfficiency
would increase and so would its benefits 10
the consumer.

Instcad of cutting back and restraining the
complaint centers, they should be given
autonomous powers in their respective areas.
At presem, all investigations, inspections,
ficensing problems, and most violations for
all five boroughs are handled by the main of-
fice; and the tocal centers deal mainly with
recciving complaints. But if (Scy were jwi-
mitted to carry a bulk of the invesiigative
work, inspections, and other related matiers,
the work load on the main office would be
greatly reduced, and the consuimer would
receive quicker, more personalized action.
The main office would then be freed to con-
centrate on more importamt matters and, by
reducing its burcaucracy, cut costs in the
long run.

For example, since there is 2 shonage of
inspectors, the problem of delays in in-

spections could be alleviated by allowing the
workers at the complaini centers to carry outl
inspections. This would also serve 10 provide
pessonalized atiention for the consumer sin-
cc an investigator could then accompany the
consumer from the center to the merchant on
the spot! The complaint centess are now
manncd by intcrns who are NOT on the city
payroll. There is a sufficicnt supply of labor.
These interns are willing 10 become involved

Guggenheimer system, many of those **sur-
plus™ complainis may remain open and
unresolved for as long as a ycar or more. In
some instances, the merchant is not even
contacted in order 10 give him a chance 10
respond.

Sam Felberbaum, a student ai the College,
& a former investigator for the Depariment
of Consumer Affairs. He is currently
working as a paralegal for Morrisania Legal
Services.

¥ met with the commissioner on this and
she agreced in front of an entire s1aff of one
of the centers to forward thesc complaints to
me. But as | expected, this was never done. |
soon found cat that it was uscless to contact
even the main office on this issue.

About a ycar ago there was an in-
vestigatzon going on at the Broax Complaint
Center (thc only one of all forty in-
vestigations not handled by the main office)

against a used car dealer. A ircmendots cf~

mcdiately, the **salc’” usuvally cnds before the §

merchant is caught. Thus the merchant will
be cncouraged 10 hold future fradulent
“*sales’” 10 attract customers.

The attack on the Complaim centers was
finalized by the campaign to close them |
down. So far the Bronx Complaint Center
was closed down last May. They have ai-
tempied 10 close dowa more, but they have :
vet been unsuceessful. Though the city was
umttumcmal n s dcxlmcmm this might }

if the departiment will altow them 1o.

Consumers should be the priority; not
revenue making. There can be no reireating
10 the excuse of moncy problems since the
DCA’s sevenues cxceed its operating costs
(mclud-ng the cost of the complaint centers).
Furiher, decentralization can work. Com-
{ munity Action for Legal Services is a perfect
,example of an agency that s completely
dcv.cnualucd Each branch office handics all
 the problems  and decisions  for  its
i Rcographical arca.
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Five years alter the doors of Willowbrook
were opened by probing cameras, the men-
tally retarded continue 10 be third class
citizens. They are stil? warchoused in in-
stitutions and  shunned by the very same
people who recoiled in horror at the sight of
emanciated naked children and aduls curied
on ward floors strewn with human wasle,

There are still approximately 19,000 in-
mates confined 1o developmental centers like
Willowbrook and Lewchworth Village across
New York State., Efforts toward the removal
of the mentally retarded from those prisons
by placing them in conmnunity seitings has
been slow and not without a great deal of
labor  pains. A conplex interplay - of
burcaucratic and financial snags, a gropi
for preservation by some proponents of in-
stitutions, and a certain amount of com-
munity and parental resistance, has put a
damper on the long awaited changes.

Ninety-five per cent of those born ith
some degree of retardation can be educaied
and trained if given the proper environmeny,
treatment, and care. -

The most humane and effective way of]
caring for these people is 1o permiv them o
live in small, personal comnu ¢-based
homes; in foster care; or at home with their
nawural parems.

The net result is 10 bolster a community
with self-supporting 1ax producers who add
toan area rather than place a burden on it

Another argumemi for dcin-
stitutionalization is the cost factor, Iy takes
about $30,000 per year to store one person in|
Willowbrook. The savings in maimaini 2
someone in a group home, even with slecp-in
professionals, is somewhere between six 1o
cight thousand dollars a year.

Community Fears

Community fears and anxictics often sur-
face at the prospect of a group being
cstablished in their locale, Negative attitudes
still exist toward the retarded, the blind, the
deafl, and just about any other hardicapped
group that doese’t it into the Pepsi-Cola
image of America. The old myths that the
mentally reiarded are oversexed and have a
tendency toward violent crime, are discase
carriers, or would create a rise in drug and
alcohol abuse in a ncighborhood, have not
disappeared. It is still funny to laugh ar a
“retard”, and 10 some, it is sclf defense 10
harass cperators of group homes; ali in a
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Many cities and counties across the nation
kave sought to preserve their status quo by
barring foster or group homes from residen-
tial zones. This kind of action conf, ronted the
Working  Organization  for Retarded

_Children when that group announced is in-
tent to plice a hostel in Livieneck, Queens.
The  Lideneck Community  Association
argued that the hostel would violage its one-
family-home zoning laws. Their represen-
tative, State Senator Frank Padavan (R)
charged that the hostel lacation was a bad
choice” and offered 1o help WORC find a
new location.

However the Appellate Division of the
State Supreme Court ruled in WORC's favor
and the home, which will house cight
youngsters from five 1o twelve years of age,
is scheduled to open its doors on March 1.

TheMentally Retarde

exsst. Rather than being placed on the foors
with the corresponding grade levels of so
called normal classes, the special education
classes are generally lumped (ogether in a
segregated section of the school. One special
education teacher, whose class has already
been ransferred from a different school,
reveaded that “‘whenever the (special cd)
teachers complain  about something, the
principal threatens 10 throw the classes out
of the school.*

These incidents serve to underscore the
massive effort ahead of the Siate if itis to
carey out its plan o ¢stablish a home in every
major acighborhood in the city.

Parental Resistance

Another and surprising corner of resistan-
ce, though small in number, comes from the

arents of retarded indi currently

U O AU, o

Are Still Looking
ForaHome

“like Willowbrook, rocking back and forth,

then it must be even greater when a foster

d

revised edition of the child's game of cooties.

In addition to a lack of education, poor
planning has contributed to these fears. Over
the years, mentally ill and menially relarded
individuals have been released from in-
stitutions and placed into communities
without adequate preparation or afer care.
One spokesman for a private organization
charged hat in certain instances the practice
was onc of “deliberate dumping'” in order 10
“‘purposely create a negative reaction in the
communily’ as a mcans of prescrving the
jobs of those stll cemployed by the in-
stitutions.

Time magazine wrote in 1974: ** . _ _ since
New York siaie started cmplying its memal
hospitals of inmaics six ycars ago, many of
them have been jammed into 1Ny rooms,
bascments, and garages, and fed a semi-
starvation diet of rice and chicken necks . . |
they are taken from the sicps of mental in-
stitutions by operators (of smaller facilities)
who jam them into what can only be
described as a private jail and confiscale
their monthly welfare checks.” No wonder
there are people who after reading this typc
of accoum, fecl they would rather clean up
the Willowbrooks than replace them.

As evidence of the necd to prepare a com-
munity, consider  the cxample of 1he
cighteer-year-old who tought several botddes
of beer ar a docal bar and was fater arrested
for infoxication. The police officer testificd
that he looked funny and <lurred his words
and was walking ankwardly. The court,
upon only this evidence and without benefi
of a brcaihalyser or Hood test. convicted
him. The young man was a mongoloid whoe
had a speech impediment and mosor dif-
ficuliy.

In Brooklyn, an owner of a picee of
property allegedly had his life threaiened
because he agreed to sell that property 1o
somcone who wanied 10 open a group home
there. In New Rochelle, Dr. Morton Stcin-
berg claims that he received threats 1o kill
him and bomb his home when he and several
other parents anrounced they would open a
group residence for their reiarded children.
“They accused me of being agfast-buck
opcrator, and they accused my wife of deser-
ting our children,” Dr. Steinberg told The
New York Times. ’

Similar problems surfaced over a dif! ferent
type of facility 1wo ycars ago i the
Washington Hcights  section  of upper
Manhauan. At the ime, the Manhauan
Developmental Center planned 10 purchase
an empty building 10 house a maximum of
144 ~mildly 1> moderaiely retarded people.””
Al a public mecting of local residents, the
same guestions of increased crime and over-
crowding was expressed. Tt was argued that
the ncighborhood park would be too small 1o
adequaicly accommaodate any new residents,
that the facility should be used insicad for
the clderty, and that the arca iy “already
overburdened with ohier problems 1o justify
another.™

Several residents also expressed their con-
cern that the retarded individuals, 75 of
whom would sperd most of the day a1
cducational or vocational traning programs
outside the immediaie community, would
not be retarded but mentally disturbed. The
fcars arc undervandable when onc convders
the irack record of other governmemal
pPromiscs,

Fyen in many public school 2 stigma

Towards the mentallhy reiarded coninues 1o

living in institutions. Local and state-wide
associations of these parents  have been
organized 10 support the continuation —
with improvements — of such facilitics.
They are opposed to placement in small
group homes. Again, it is a complex in-
terplay of emotions and pasi cxpericnces.

Prior 1o the carly 1950's, moderately and
severely retarded persons were locked in
their homes, or they were shipped 10 large
slate run institutions. Many of the facilitics
they were sent to were ancient cRcrusirations
that had formerly served as tubcrculin in-
stitutions. They were sent 10 those places and
forgotten; a psychologicat load lified from
the minds of the parents and their ncighbors.

A study in 1969 reported that parents of
individuals in institutions were “*convinced
of the excellence of the facilities in which
their children were placed.” and that “*the
praise lavished on the institutions were 5o ox-
Iravagant as to suggest severe distortions of
scality in this arca.”

A recent study conducied by the Texas
Depasiment of Mental Healih and Mcmal
Retardation produced similar results., Sirong
2greement was  cxpressed by those
questioned with slatements implying that
targe invitutions are better for retarded pei-
sors because there is a concentration of
retardation experis there: because retarded
peesons could be with others like themselves;
because they are proiecicd from the stress of
community life; and because it is the “iried
and icsted way™ of canng for the menially
rciarded.

I has 1o be a dev astanng sapin the face to
be suddenty 1okl that what they have been
doing s wrong: that thor childien are
capable of more than jusi Tolmge i plaves

emitting guttural sounds of despair. Jis a
rebuttal 10 them as parents, and as human
beings.

These feclings  were expressed by the
parents of an  cleven-year-old girl who
refused 10 allow their daughter 10 leave her
mstitution although she had developed the
necessary skills for home and conununity
living. Her father confessed that *“this in-
stitution is the vllimarte place (for her) 10 be, ;
and it gives me such mental comfort to know
my daughter is there.

A family that wishes 10 care for a retarded
child receives a $273 a monih stipend from
the State. But if there is a certain amount of
hesitation on the part of some parents to per-
mit their children (o live in group homes,

Tamily is willing to care for the child that
they couldn’t. A recemt law, incidentally,
now aflows the biological paremts 1o also
reccive a monthly stipend.

But it is obviously a difficult process (o
find foster homes for child placement. One
English speaking child in New York, for
example, has been placed in an all-Spamish
speaking family (hat has no telephone in the
apartment. If the retarded individual hasn't
been rrained 10 be self-sufficient {of course a
large majority have not) it can be a tremen-
dous burden on a family, particularly il the
retarded individual also has physical han-
dicaps.

Training For Life In The Quside World

Immediately  after Willowbrook spilled
out of our welevisions and into our living
rooms, the New York State Departmem of
Mental Hygiene esiablished a number of
smaller developmental centers o help empuy
the wards, provide more adequaie care, and
theoretically prepare the retarded individual
for life in a group home or family setting.

Manhauan  Development Center an 75
Morton Strect is one such facility. It ook ir
about 140 Willowbrook residents;
Willobrook had 6,000 then. They are chean
well-clothéd, and scemingly content, but it is
now live ycars later, and only thinty five have
been transferred to hostels or group homes.

John Mecte, MDC’s chicf of service,
speaks proudly of the changes and of ihe
community s positive response. He poiats to
conununity support and participation in the
construction of a special playground for the
retarded. **Last year, before Christmas, we
had (residents) make up Chrisimas lists,"* he
says. ““The lists were posted in neighborhood
bars and most of them received the itcms
they had asked for.**

However Danicl Rosen, the Executive
Director of WORC, charges that **the local
developmental centers are no better than

ini-institutions."" Rosen asserts that rather
than **habilitate™” the person into a self suf-
ficient individual, they continue 10 treal their
fesidents  as  patiemts  in need  of
“‘rehabilitaion™. However, the MDR, who
refer 10 their residents as **clients™ in an ai-
tempt (o stcer away from the so called
medical model, claim to be very much again-
st the “rchabilitation’” approach.

The modical model 10 which both groups
have such an aversion, is typified by 1he ap-
proach thai governs most institations. The
medicat men who have had control over such
institutions tack the knowledge to
properly case for the relarded and many
have therefore relied on what they know best
= the use of sedation.

An cxample of the medical approach was
cited in the publication Mental Retardation.
A pediatrician who admits 10 having no
training with respect 10 mental retardation,
suggested 1o the parents of a mongotoid
child that she be institutionalized. **Thew
children simply can't tcarn anvthing. 1hey
«an’t be trained, they will soon dic, and they
ought 1o be out of the home, " he told them.

Uncertain Falure

Uader the consemt Judgmeni, which was
signed by Governor Carey in May 1975, jhe
New York State Depariment of Memal
Hyeiene has uanl 1981 10 reduce  the
populaiion of Willowbrook from pe prosen;
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Continued from Page 1A

toaters, plaid pants, spons jackets and rosy
cheeks looked on. Their tongues flapped ow
of their mouths like the stems of piss clams.

“1t's bizzare,” Ben said. **This never hap-
pens at City.**

That's because they don’t wven allow beer
acCuy!™ Isaid.

“The rational is that minority students
won't be able 10 handle it. The same thinking
was applied to the Indians you know.**

1 know, [ know,” Ben said. He ook out
his notebook and began (o ke notes. | did
the same.

At a2 roundiable beside ours there were
these cight guys in wxedos, wearing white
visors and leather gloves. They had siacks of
red, white and blue chips at their clbows.
They played seven card poker. They smoked
big black cigars and let their nimble fingers
move between the thighs of heir girlfriends
as the chips in the center of the table began
to pile high and 1he word **call”” came from
the dealer, a creep with a white floppy hat
and sunglasses who walked like a duck.

“This can’t be real,”” 1 said. *‘This is
Columbia!’’

Then a couple joined our table. They
kissed and groped one another. Ben and |
walched closciy and 100k notes. The girl
noticed us.

‘‘What are you doing,” she asked. Her
boyfriend who at that momemt went 1o tick
her neck was left with his 1ongue hanging
oul.

“*Taking notes," Bensaid.

“That's right,”’ 1 added. “And 1 know
your name. I'm gonna send this to your
mother.™

““Really?*"-the girl said.

Of course | was joking, but 1 realized that
this girl was naive enough 10 believe me or
just plain swupid.

*‘That’s a Columbia.mind at work."* Ben
laughed. )

-The girl’s boyfriend made another,
desperate attempt for her neck. | believe he|
was drunk. She, on the other hand, just
starcd at Ben and I. We were taking notes.
Then she broke down and screamed.

“They’re writing about me! Tetl them 10
stop!™*

! was embarrassed. Ben and | stopped.
Ben leaned over 10 my ear.

““Is she really crying?™" he said.

1 looked at her fave.

“*Yep. Therc is water in her eyesockets.™ |
said.

*‘You mean, we — ** Ben said. “*We —"*

**We made her cry.” | yelicd.

Shocking.

* e 0

The next day, | sat in the Monkey's Paw.
There were lizards beyond the door. Giant
horseflys circling the propellers of the large,
brown, overhead fans ihat moved slowly like|
the wings of a windmill on a hot summer’s
afternoon. . Whites,  Blacks, and  Pucerto)
Ricans sar ar 1ables under the gaping limbs
of wax palm trees and tall husks of siraw.
They had their books open. | sipped|
geapefruit juice, liguid acid and ice. Real
mcllow. .

1 couldn’t get over the madness of the
night before. | was always under the im-
pression that lvy Leaguers were scrious
about their studics. Instcad. | found that
they party more than any City College]
student 1 know; and they are noi scrious|
about getting their educations. My miscon-
cepiions were  fucled, you have w0 und
derstand. by an immigrant mother who used
to tell me. as if speaking about a rare jewcel
*“the Ivy Leaguce is the place 10 make i1.”" Se
I decided 10 seturn 10 Columbia 1o find oug
morc about these <avages.

1 ma Rhonda on a Friday night in thd
West End Cafe. She's a psychology major |
She bought me a beer and we Jatked at thq
bar. '
thing.”” she saud, “*guys.™

B thai 0?7 1 said.

My fricnd Barbara s 3 clasic example.
She's realls fucked up. She finally got s
guY o take her out on a date after a week of|

*The girls ai Columbia are after onq:

calls her parents in Philadelphia, and says
‘Ma, I gotitt 1 gotadate.” ™

*“That's incredible,” | said. **You mean
they actually «alk that openly about it!
That’s wild."”

**Sure,”” Rhonda said. “*Most of the girls
are like that, especially the ones in the
Speech deparument. They get dressed up and
hang out in the Law and Medical library 10
1lm»k for guys, you know.**

**And wition at Columbia is about $7,000
per seniester?'” ) said.

“Yeah™

“That’'s an cxpensive way o get a
husband. Shit Barbara’s pareats should give
me the money — 1°d go out and find her the
perfect mace,”” 1 said.

I finished my beer.

“*Sure. Barbara’s parents have money."”
Rhonda said, **You know what Barbara
does when she feels bad? She calls her
mother; and, you know, her mother tells her
10 go out and spend more money — you'll
feel betwter!™”

“*You sure most of the girls are like this?"

*‘Sure."”

Rhonda bought me another beer.

““No wonder Columbia girls arc always so
well dressed: with their skins and Bonwit
Teller scarfs flying from their necks like little
flags. What about the guys at Columbia?**

“They walk around with their head in
their asses,”” she said.

**Which means?""

““Their snobs." She adjusicd

LI Y

Two days later, 1 walked 0 Jay Hall, the
cafeteria, 10 find some Columbia men to talk
10. The Lowe and Builer libraries stood out
with their Greek pillars and tremendous
staircascs like bookends on cither end of a
vast space of grass and concrete paths that
diverged and converged like spools of soder.

her scarf.

white beards, black iuxedos, and arms
folded over blood-red sashes framed in gold
hanging on the walls; lounges with leather
couches, wall to wall shag carpeting, crystal
chandeliers, pianos and huge windows
draped with silk — some cafeteria!

I sat at a table with six dudes with ham-
burgers and talked to a guy named Phil. [ ex-
plained that 1 was from CCNY.

**] don’t think much about your school,”
Phil said. “‘Except that any moron can get
in. And people 1ake remedial courses on a
doctorial level.™

“*How about your buddics?"”

Phil threw the question out (0 the group.
The dudes ate their burgers and shrugged
their shoulders.

“*That's interesting,” | said. *Why do you
think like that?™”

““‘Because when your ar Columbia,™ Phil
sawd, ““you're on the major leagues — CCNY
is the sandlos.™

His buddies got off on ihat aRalogy. They
tore at their burger buns and laughed bet-
ween mouthfulls.

“What do you think you're getting at
Columbia that you can't get at CCNY?™ §
said.

“The name. Everybody knows that if you
get a degree at Columbia you have a betier
chance of getting a job,” Phil said.

**l can undersiand char. What do you
study?™

“Nothing specific. 'm here for the fun of
n night pow. My dad pays the wition.” He
smiled. .

“*Anybady around here ever get busted for
gras?”

“There are 100 many rich kids here for
that”" he said.

Everybady smiled. The hamburgers were
all devoured.

Ehat night my brother pushed me o a
canal of blue, icec water with logs on the sur-
face. | fell in feer Sirst, crashed through the
iogs, descended 1,000 fect and kicked off the
spongy bottom wending my body  shooting

. back iomards the top - - but | never urfaced.

Ben <heok my head and | woke.

“Damn’ 1 fcll addeep.” 1 saxd, grey hingers
: squeesimng al the corners of my eves.

My ivpewniter was as 1 had left it a sheet

chau..g lim around. you know. and so she ' 1he carniage. 2 note book at s side, papers

- Inside Jay there were portraits of men with.

scattered under a boude of coke and a box of
crackers.

“Gads? | had forgen | was working on this
article.”

“You gotta write more,” Ben said.

“*Man, 1 fucked up.’” | got up owt of the
bed. Ben had his draws on. He jumped in.

SNow it's my turn, he said, pulling the
covers over his head.

I went to the bathroom, wet my face and
returned 1o the wypewriter. | sipped a i
coke and typed, tippy, tippy. tap, tapped as
Ben hugging his pillow passed away into the
land of blond pubics and Christmas tinsel.
Words  were flung  on the page  like
logrithams on a teletype.

Though the image of the City College
student has been distorted by people at
Columbia who think we take remedial cour-
ses at a doctorial level; and by wild men like

Geoflrey Wagner who write descriptions like

this — *‘junkics in our corridors”™ — in
books about the College (when it’s 1mal
bullshit) most of the swdems I've cver
kaown in my 4% years a1 City have been
very serious about their educations. They un-
derstand the importance of that degree,
because they are aware that though it may
not get them a job it is a Grear Equalizer in
face of those people in the upper classes of
this society who are very conscious of class;
who do look down on public education; and
public siudents as if they were vermin.

Because when you have guys like Wagner
with books like: End of Education this
feeling is madc so blatant it’s hard not 10 be
aware. And so | shall end with a quote from
this genius, this prince of academia as a
reminder to myself that there are people who
would take away and deny o others what |
siruggled hard 10 get — a coliege education.
Hc says:

“If our professional body disallows
academic freedom the statucs of carned
right, we can be quite sure that no one
authority is going to Jend a hand when
finally we take a swing at the punk (the
opocen admissions student).**

Very sad.

The impulse 1o write is gone. | lean back in
my chair and sip some liquid acid. lce water
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rushes over the back of my spine. | jerk my]
legs up and down on a concrete slab like @
frog caught in a jar. Turdes snap ar my
toes, with their bony green beaks. My fingers
are caught uikder a log that is sucked onto a
drain pipe like a leech on a shark. The wirtles|
(snap, snap) keep on coming. | can’t get up
and run. | kick at them frantically. My eyes
swell with blood. These wirtles are my|
editors, the staff of OP. They are after my|
ass because | fucked this -up. They wanted
something with substance not the ravings of]
an lakian street punk.

God! I'm ihe magazine cditoi! 1 laugh,
I'm getting over. | can edit, write, read or
lay-out copy. My cat writes my stufi. She
pounds o these words with her puffy white
paws; tonguc popping in and om of her
mouth; cyes it up like pools of phosphorous
moss in the dark of the advent of a storm. |
can’t write! | jump in the bed with Ben and
kick him in the head. _

1 pull at his hair. His cyes jump open

My cat writes my stuff. D

Retardation, from Page 3A

2,600 10 250. It_has also been ordered to
provide cvery mentally retarded individual
with six hours of day programming —
cducatton, therapy, or an outside job.

e Department has the task,. then, of|
locating suitable residences within the city
for those in Willowbrook, by means of con-
tracts with private agencies like work, all!
free of scandal. As of today, 1here arc only
sevenieen group homes in operation, with
another thirty now in the works.

" Profiteering is a growing concern. Curren-
tly. there arc about twenty-six sheliers and
boarding houses that are run by profit-
making groups, some housing as many as
cighty residetns. Before the nursing home
scandal, Bernard Bergman was planning 10
get into the act, and several others are ai-
tempting to renovaie empty hotels upsiate.

The futurceris uncerain. The barriers are
finally being splintered and people are begin-
ning 1o realize that the memaily retarded are
capable of being self-sufficient citizens. But
the growth process is slow and the State's
pocketbook is strapped. D

Tuesday
Dec. 14

Wednesday
Dec. 15

Tue.—Th.
Dec. 1_4-16

Finley Program Agency |

PRESENTS:

Paris Wright’s ‘Time Factor’
with vocalist Barbara Monk

Monkey’'s Paw

‘Jeremiah Johnson’

‘The Yakuza’
Finley Ballroom

New Novelists Series

HUGH NISSENSON
Author of *‘My Own Ground’

Finley Rm. 325

PHILLIP APPLETON
RAY PATTERSON
Finley Rm. 330

HOLIDAY CRAFTS FAIRE
Finley Ballroom
Tuesday
Wednesday
with Jim Chevallier
ThursdayFinley Rm. 3304-2PM

Concert

12-2 PM

Films : .
12& 4PM

2&6PM

plus

- 3-4:15PM

Poetry Series

12-2PM

10 AM-6 PM
12-:3PM
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Announcement
ANNOUNCEMENT

WORK OVERSEAS FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT"! — ail fields — a few mONths ., of PermMancnt positions.
Ewope - Japan - Africa - Australia - South Pacitic - Far East - South America. The U.S. Govern-
ment is 1he largest empleyer of Amenicans oversens! To allow you the Opportunity 10 explore working
for the U.S. Government overseas. the (ollowing book has been researched and written. ‘"HOW TO GET
A JOB OVERSEAS WITH THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT." This Book discusses employment require-
monts and activities of 13 dilteremt U.S. Government Agencies in complete detail. . . and you will be
10ld whom to coriact M each one conceining current OVerseas cmployment opportunities. Also complete
ntormation on:

o Toacning Opportunities
o Complete information on the Peace Corps - who and where 10 apply
Employment ar U.S. Goverament Ships

Eaployment at the Panama Canad Zone — What type of positions they hie and whom to
vontact.
Civeer opportumities m the State Depemmen\.lnd Umited States Information Agency.

® Opportunttias ndg Quahfications as a Foreign Service Officer.
How and whee 10 apply lor Einbassy positions -- Men -- Women - Secretanes - Otfice
Help — Statf Personnel - elc. etc.
Vihat type of positions difterenmt Civil Service Depariments hwe tor overseas employmen
and whom 10 contact.

@ L3 ol Fedurat Job Information Cemers o Yide.

® Fuiher tnformation on Employmert in Engmeering o Accounting e Teaching « Personnel
Aammistaation o Recreational o Lebrary Work . Mantenance o Supply o Managerent
e Agricullure o Medical o Skilled Trades o Seru-Skalled and MUCH. MUCIH MORE "'
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Young men and women:

You’ll need insurance
someday...

so start now

when it costs less.

And the younger you start the lower the
rates. A Metropolitan Modified Premium
Life Policy can be started at anytime
tarough your age 25 when initial rates are
surprisingly low.

This means a lo! to someone still in school,
just beginning to earn a living. or a

young married. The lower starting rates
enable you to buy more insurance than
you might expect. earlier in life. and begin
building an estate you'll be proud of, and
grateful for, in later years.

Calt or write me today for full details
about Metropolitan's Modifiec Cremium
Life Policy.

Samuel Farrel

144 Wesl 1251h St.

New York, N.Y. 10027
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Office: 866-9418. or 9300

£3 Metropolitan Life
Where the future is now

Metropolitan Life. New Yoik, N Y

ORDER NOW! DON'T OELAY"

Send for your copy of **Hew 19 Get 2 Job Overseas with the United States Geverament® — $4.00
(cash, check or money order) payable 10 the Overseas Collegiate Research lastitute, 1727 Scott Road,
Suite C. Burbank, CA. 91504. Add 50¢ for mailing.
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It dissatisfied with your book for any reason within 30 days. retwen it for a lull refund, no questions asked
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Holiday Cheer & Best Wishes
For A Happy New Year!

“Que nunca se aparte el libro
de tus manos y de tus ojos.”

Always more at
City College Store
(Finley Student Center)

Hours (subj. to change)
9.4:45 PM Daily

Choice of
finishes

FREE GIFT
WITH ORDER
Your Choice : A tppeeanen
of any *1°® L.P. SR

Choice of 1 at No Charge
* Stone Encrusting

Wany ens Toha Champion Special price

for CCNY Diplomas
Small Deposits
Required

Order for
the Holidays

Che Toicerean Wbneersty

We laminate
Diplomas

* Name Engraved from all schools

® Fireburst Stone

$5.00 Discount if “ O L R R

id in full at . o
Thursday December 17 :.ame '::‘ ord:r Diploma Lamination

Friday December 18 & Appreciation Scrolls ;
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Davis Center stages
lifeless adaptation of
‘Kennedy’s Children’

By LIDJ LEWIS

When reminiscing about (he six-
ties — Kent State, the escalation of
the  Viemam  War, and  the
assassination of - Martin  Luther
King and the Kennedy brothers,
one might conclude that a lor was
lefi to be desired. The David Center
for the Performing Arts’ adap-
1ation of Robert Patrick’s Ken-
nedy’s Children, presented in the
Shepard Geean Hall this week, like
the sixties, also left a lot to be
desired.

The play represents the changing
moral, political and social values of
that  decade, focusing on  the
assassination of John F. Kennedy
and using that traumatic ¢vent as a
springboard for the rest of the play.
Unforwunately, that board does not
hayg cnough clasticity.

The script is tough, straight-
forward and witty at times, and the
many profanitics are handled with
tact injecting a good deal of sar-
castic humor into the play. But
aside from that, poor dircction and
dull acting — with the exception of
Mauhcew Sakolsky and Barbara
Traub — did the script linle justice.

Each of the six actors: in Ken-
nedy’s  Children 1ake wrns in
sharing with the audicnce their own
personal problems, and for nearly
two hours the cast seems 10 use the
audicnee as a shoulder to cry on.
There’s a bartender written into the
script (the play is sct in a bar), so
why couldn’t have they 1aken it owm
on him?

Not much movement takes place
in the play, rendering the produc-
tion somewhat lifeless. The actors
just sit around most of the ime,
slouclied over the bar counter or
the tables, immersed in
their  depressions. There is hiule
intcraction between the actors, cach
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Students in a scene from ‘Kennedy’s Children,’ the new
Davis Center production

of whom appears 10 await their
wrn 1o recite something.

Powerful subjects like the sexual
revolution, the Bay of Pigs In-
vasion and urban riots are referred
to in the play as cach characier
mixes his own personal experiences
with onc of a number of social and
political topics. The trouble is that
after a while one 1akes on a non-
chalant attitude toward what the
Aclors are CXpressing.

Onc thing that struck me as
rather strange was that the bar-
tender had no lines. I know it
would be unethical o change a
playwright’s script, but 10 have
Lionel Pina (of **Dog Day Af-
ternoon” fame) fumble around the
stage seems odd.

Mauthew Sokolsky stands out in
the lively role of a homosexual who
shares his ales of the underground
theatre world, and Barbara Traub's
porirayal of a lustful callgirl a la
Marilyn Monroc is also convincing.

The set designers did a fantastic
job, 1he lighting crew, however,
could have flicked those switches a
hittle more ofien, in order (o create
a change in moad in the totally
black setiing.

Kohout examines ‘madness’
in a brilliant Broadway play

Following in the tradition of
playwrights such as Dostoewski
(**The Possessed”’) and Durrenmatt
(**The Physicisis'’), whose heroes
fliet with madness, Pavel Kohout
examines the concept of *‘sanity”
and frecdom of the individual in his
powerful play **Poor Murderer™ at
the Barrymore Theatre.

Kohout is a writer, poet and
philosophe; who was one of the
cultural leaders of the ill-fated 1968
Czechoslovakian uprising, and his
works have since been suppressed
by the authoritics of his country.
With **Poor Murderer’” Kohout of-
fers us an intriguing play that,
whilc not overtly auiobiographical,
is full of subile references 10 the
political realities of preseni-day
Crechoslovakia.

The play is sct in a menial in-
stitution 1o which the actor Ker-
shentsev {(Laurence Luckinbitl) has
voluntardy  commiticd  himsclf
follommg lus breakdown during a
cchearsal of “Hanlei."” Upon the
sugeestion of the institution’s head
psvchaainst, Kerzhentses cnacis a
play of Tuis Bife™s story, asasied by
the members of the theatre coin
pamy wiicre he had been the leading
malc acior.

We ase eradually drawn e she
Kerzhoniney s
Tas

ureanniances of
Csgnny T oas he o reitaces
unhappy Giddhood and vouih, a

desperaie scarch tor kne, which

he finally finds in his acting part-
ner, Tatyana Nicolayevna (Maria
Schell). She is everything he has
cver longed for. Bul Kerzhenisev's
passion is neither understood,
believed, nor wanted by Tatyana,
and as he persists in tighting her in-
difference, Kerzhentsev's passion
becomes  obsessive  and  sclf-
destructive.

As the play unfolds you might
unravel  Kerzhenisev's  three
scparate identitics and discover the
roots of his “*‘madness.”"

Laurence  Luckinbill's  superb
performance mects every demand
of this complex role. He is con-
vincing and iouching, and adds
humor and poysih innocence to the
characters he impersonates. Maria
Schell s ravishing, graceful and
fragile as a compassionate woman
full of sympathy and un-
dersiandmg Tor the tortured Ker-
sheniser . The play also enjoss the
talenis of Kevin MceCarthy, the
well-known swreen actor, and Ruth
Ford, Larry Gates and Jubie Gar
tehd, among others.

Aithongh tar
sian i ongimal,
derer™

asteipiece, and Lurgcyou tosee

(321511

CPoor

micihgen:
Mur-
siands out as a theatre
and discorer Pavel Kohioui, whoswe
enly alliess v ius angciiieence and
Fove e B coaniny

--Ihy DeGenrge

Lou Reed’s latest LP fails
but live show works well

By ED CASEY

Steve Miller proclaimed himsell
the **space cowboy.” Glen Camp-
bell emerged as the  rhinestone-
studded dude. And now rock star
L.ou Reed has become the lowest of
the pack = the urban honky-tonk
warbler.

Honky-tonk  music is charac-
1erized by guitar pickers hung over
on  boilcrmakers, singing about
divorcees, fugitives, and rednecks,
all in a vocal style that sounds like a
coyote in heat. Generally, the
music is suffocating and never

_escapes the gin-mill aimosphere.

Lou Reed gives me the same
vibes. He's the hood on parole,

Tom Jans: a new talent
on the verge of success

By PAUL. DABALSA

Lasi year, Tom Jans stepped for-
ward on his Columbia debut, Eyes
of An Only Child, and was im-
mediately hailed as a promising
new talent. The album, memorable
for its claboratc melodies and
romantic lyrics, was met by critical
approval and went on 10 become a
greater trivmph when Gary Siewan
had a number onc country hit with
“Out of Hand,” onc of the tunes
from the atbum. Normally, an
unknown  artist - who  suddenly
draws attention 10 his music, heads
right back into the studio with an
expericnced producer and  begins
work on an even more amitious
project. But the first thing one
notices  after listening 10 Dark
Blonde, Tom Jans® sccond Colum-
bia album (he recorded one for
A&M), is that Jans cither
drastically misunderstood the com-
mercial imporiance of this new
album, or is dowaright reluciant 1o
let himself become predictable.

If this gified singer-songwriter
prefers 10 remain a bright hogeful
on the verge of success, rather than
the star he holds the potentia$ of
being at this moment, it is clearly
his prerogative and there is very lit-
tle we can do but wait him out.
Wihicreas the new album does not
suggest a step back for Jans,
neither does it indicatc a definite
move forward. Whether by choice
or imitations, he appears not 10 be
secking (o surpass Eyes of An Only
Chid, bul merely irying 1o cqual it.

The new music is quite good,
although it fails 1w match the

general cffectiveness of the firs
album.  fans has traded in the
musicians  who  helped  him
previoanly for a complerely  new
lincup. [he chowee reflects Jans”
need 10 work wah a sicady band,
rather than with 3 conglosmeration
of studio musiaans. On Exes of An
Only Child, Litle Feat guitarist
Fowell George, sessson drammer
Keliner,
Daved 1 diey, were among the

hin and <hde couansg
many hored muosicians, Now . Lans
haes ghircied s sound by working
Closelv warth iy new  recruns:
cusiarns forry Swallow and Scois
Shellv, basanan Reeny Haich, and
Kchy Both

Swalfow aad Sheliv's abilinies on

dGrumsicr Sianahan.

Tom Jans remains un-

predictable

slicle guitar are used extensively in
creating that subtle crossfire bet-
ween lead guntar and slide per-
meating so much  of Southern
Califormia rock. And  alihough
Jans is an obvious product of this
musically wealihy region he docs
not depend on much clse besides his
complimentary lead and slide work
that characierizes this  particular
genre.

1n fact, Tom Jans is quite unlike
other anists working the so-called
“*Los Angceles sound.” He is not as
purpascful as Sackson Browane, nor
as superficially good-timey as The
Eagles. He is neither a disciple nor
an immitator, something which will
instantly illegitimize comparisons
with sull other rising singer-song-
writers like Wasren Zevon, So,
cven though Jans hails from San
Jose and his musical roots lie fir-
mly in California, his sound is a
typical and less defined than tha of
others  geographically  associated
with him.

Instead Jans' sound is full and
funky. Hc could be regarded as a
male cquivalent of Bonnie Raiu,
playing a wholesome brand of in-
fectuous music. On the new album,
“*Young Man in Trouble,™ **Bluer
Than You,” and *Ready 10 Roll,™
are most indicative of Jans’ par-
ticulisr  siyle. Other noteworthy
numbers here include “Finchne™
and “Disant Canon Fire,”™ 1wo
finch and  beautitully
ovecuted songs,

18 v ow happen o be Banndar wih
Tom: Lios” maste by wav of Ins Jins

crafied

Colombia cttori, vou will swreh
want 1o pck up on this one. And
Dark  Bloade

repienedti the brcakthrough modany

aliftough faillh o
AT, the l;{l(’lll TR B,
aid tor thowe noi v acguaniied
with s watied musioan, | cuatan
ey only 4 maiter of hime.

- Ray,

mumbling about  Joe-College
straights, Long Island §.olitas, nar-
cissists and other sociopaths in a
monoetonous  voice that’s a cut
above a seventh-grade recital of the
pledge of allegiance.

Undaunted, Reed  invites
criticism when he attempts to be St.
Mark’s Place’s answer 10 Bleecker
Street’s Bob Dylan. Unfortunately,
Reed’s quirky interpretations of the
concrete wasicland are as deep as a
whisky shot glass.

So why bother with this guru of
depressing,  wrist-slashing  rock?
Because when he gets cooking with
talented musicians, he soars above
his usual drek. He then achieves his
widely imitated garage-band sound

.with its sicady rhythm and dan-
ceable beat.

While teamed up with guiarist
Mick Ronson (a former David
Bowic aidc) on the Transformer
album, Lou Reed cut loose two of
the best singles of the seventices:
*“Take a Walk on the Wild Side™
and **Vicious.” Similarly, the gen-
tly explosive recording Lou Reed
benefits from the assistance of
axemen Steve Howe and Caleb
Quaye, the nucleus for this classic-
rock collaboration.

Four studio albums later, nonc
of the magic of Rced’s carlier
sound remains, except for such
tuncs as “*Sally Can’t Dance™ and
“*Crazy Fecling.”” A major disaster
has happened on his latest release,
Rock & Rol) Heart, as Reed’s sclf-
indulging dronc dominates this
repetitive sounding disc. Songs like
“Bang My Drum,”” “‘Sheltcred
Live,"” and the tidde rack, are short
and punchless.

s

Like many scarred prizefighicrs,
Lou Reed never scems to take a ten-
count, and he got up again a few
wecks ago to give a knockoul per-
formance at the Palladium. He
gambled by cutting the om-
nipresent lead guitar in favor of
saxophone and keyboards for his
back-up quartet, and i paid off
well.

Recd was free to breathe fire inlo
his vocals, dance, and mimc his
way through the storming rock
number *‘Kill Your Sons.”’
“*Charley’s Girl,”” and **Walk on
the Wild Side” werc cffectively
reworked into fresh, intcresting
jazz-rock cxcursions. The two-and-
a-half hour concert climaxed with
**Temporasy Thing,'" *‘Sister
** and *‘Heroin,” the lauer
two roaring versions, of old Vcivet
Undcrground material.

l.ou Reed was the transformer
on this night. The rocker who came
across as a slecp-inducing, ugly
fairy on his latest album, became a
kamikasze performer  annihilating
the audicace with a memorable live

Honky-Tonk Guru Lou Reed
turns kamikaze performer
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"REDERIC SEAMAN

One unfortunate aspect of a contemporary music seene thriving _on,
fusion groups that combine clements of jasz and rock in a deliberare al-
tempt 10 appeal 1o broad segmets of both audiences, is that the more
cclectic groups and musicians ran the risk of being relegated 1o the
sidelines.

Such has been the fae of Dave Licbman and Lookow Farm, an ex-
cining, consistently inventive group that sought 1o expaad the coneept of /
fusion music in contemporary jazz. Licbman, a saxaphonist who had?
phiyed with Miles Davis, Elvin Jones, and John McLaughlin, formed
Lookout Farm in the Spring of 1974, formally bringing together musicians
with whom he had been associated since the late "60s: pianist Richic
Beirach, bassist Frank Tusa, drummer Jeff Williams, and Indian per-
cussionist Badal Roy. They provided him with a fertile musicial en-
vironment in which to cultivate his eclectic approach o jasz. And under
his guidance Lookout Farm evolved into a remarkably versatile group
cqually at home with electrified jazz-rock, acoustical ballads, free-siyled
improvisations, and cxotic, Near £astern and Indian inspired music.

The recent news that Licbman and the members of Lookout Farm have
decided 1o disband and go their separate musical ways did come as a sur-
prise 10 many of their followers, but perhaps it was inevitable in light of
the quintet’s failure 10 gather a significant audience despite several superb
albums recorded during their two-ycar association. (Lookout Farm and
Drum Ode on the ECM label; Sweet Hands, and most recently, Forgotten
Fantasies — consisting of duets between Beirach and Licbman — on
A&M’s jazz label, Horizon Records).

A farewel concert held as part of Town Hall’s Imerlude Series on Nov.
24th was heavy with nostalgia. It was here in 1968 thai Licbman $tarted his
professional career in a concert that featured Elvin Jones, Rotand Kirk,
and a quintet he co-led with Randy Breckler.

Although it lasted only a litile over an hour (standard length of the In-
terlude Serics), Lookout Farm’s finat concert offered a glimpse of Lieb-
man’s versatility and provided a brief retrospective of the groups’ musical
accomplishments. The program began with a pulsating, excitement-
building jazz-rock number, but those who expected an cqually loud and
aggressive follow-up were left hanging as the pace shified dramatically and
the group switched to one of their exotic acoustical guises. Their second
number, titled “Satya Duane,” opened with an hypnotic tabla in-
troduction by Badal Roy, who was then joined by Beirach adding colorful
accents by plucking the strings of his piano. As the picce gathered momen-
fum it was transformed into a throbbing improvisation propelled by Roy’s
furious drumming and Beirach's dramatic piano crescendos, while Lich-
man injected sharp, breathy flute siatements.

The stage was then wrned over 1o Beirach, why played “*For Eugene,™
an original composition in which he displayed bold imagination and
awesome technique. Beirach and Licbman’s subscquent duct was the mosi
fascinating part of ihe program, their intelligent interplay revealing an
unusually deep level of musicat collaboration.

The final segmem featured Licbman on tenor and soprano saxophone,
first in a duet with drammer Jeff Williams and then in a moving solo per-
formance of Ellington’s **In A Sentimental Mood.*

Licbman’s musical personality is heard distincily on soprano sax, which
he plays like few other modern jazzmen. He favord long, intricate im-
provisations built on soaring melodics and dramatic rhythmic and melodic
changes, which he acceniuates with graccful, ofien spasmodic contortions.

Although Licbman acknowledges Coltrane’s strong influcnce on his
style, he has forged an unmisiakable identity of his own, combining an ad-
venturous imagination with a fervent anack, and it is only a matter of time
until he emerges as once of the major forees in thc.cvolving current of con-
lcmpomry music.

L ]

Free-style multi-instrumentalist Keshavan Maslak will perforin at The
Kitchen (484 Wooster St.), a Soho artists® tof1, this Saturday, Dec 11 ar 8
PM. Afier hearing Maslak play his impressive array of saxophones, flute
and French Horn with Emmen **The Siick™ Chman at Folk City last
week, | recommend his concert to those who plan to liven up their weekend

LY

Harold Brodkey, ine 1976 O'Henry Short Story Winner. spoke at
the College recently and cautioned students about the perils of the
writing profession. According to Brodkey, who has been working
on a novel for the past four years and.contributes articles to
Esquire and The New Yorker. the average novel eamns only $1,700
for the author. Brodkey toid a student audience that writing per-
mitted him to run away from life, because “You're relatively safe at|
a typewriter.” Brodkey spoke under the ausgices of the New|
Novelist Series, sponsored by the Finley Program Agency and the

English Department.

‘Bound For Glory’ recalls life

of folk sing

By JEFF BRUMBEAU

Back in *43 when Woody Guthrie
was a name they knew well all the
way from West coast  or-
chacdcountry 10 the  grimy
Philadelphia  union  halls, he
published an autobiography (ha
today is bible 10 every  self-
respecting  novice  hobo,  guitar
picker, or folk music aficionado.
**Bound For Glory™ recalls in ram-
bunctious, galoping prose the folk
singer®s carly days in the Oklahoma
dust bowl -~ his unsettled, mobile
days (singing and riding freight
trains) and luer his union work and
subsequent rise 1o fame. 11 is one of
the  happiest,  saddest,  most
energetic, and fullest stories of
anyone’s  life  I've  ever  read.
Guthrie’s humor and compassion
arc everywhere in the book but the
thing most readily apparent is his
love of people and of life.

Now, thirty-three years after the
book’s appecarance and nine years
after his dcath, a film has been
made about Woody Guthric and
the results are good. lis title taken
from the autobiography, **Bound
For Glory’* covers four of the most
intense years of his life. Directed by
Hal Ashby and produced by one-
time close Guihrie pal Harold
Leventhal, the first word on the
film was honesty. Marjorie Guthric
(Woody's wife) and the whole
Guthrie clan were often on hand
during the shooting to offer advice
and to set the filmmakers straight.
Harold Leventhal, who has worked
long on this project was also con-
cerned  with authenticity and
managed io keep Hollywood out of
the movie.

The film begins in the dustbowl
town of Pampa, Texas, in 1936. I
is the middlc of he great
depression,  the  height  of  the
drought “that gripped the middle-
states and was starving the people
off 1he land. Kk is the time of the
huge exodus from the dying dust-
bowl towns 10 the green California

:Woody Guthrie,

-

‘ b, ‘ ?.
Yy

the last
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American folk hero

valleys. Woody  Guthrie (David
Carradine) is one of those who
decides 1o take to the road. He has
been living with his wife Mary
(Melinda  Dillon) and children
trying (o get along as a sign painter
but jobs are scarce and hard 10 keep
when his unusual, singular charac-
ter gets his feet in the way. He
decides his luck is failing in Texas
so one day he writes a note, ‘Going
10 California,” grabs his hat, and
leaves:

He heads west, thumbing the
highways 10 the Arizona state line
where he learns the police are tur-
ning thosc back who have less than
fifty dollars. With holes in the
holzs of his pockets Guihrie decides
10 make the rest of the trip by
freight train, but riding third class
turns out 10 be dangerous to his
healih. £n route he runs into fights,

“yard bulls, and vigilanies. Finally

he pulls imo §_A.

California is a broken drcam.
The only work 10 be found is
picking fruit and there are more
hungry bellies than jobs. Pay is low
and orchard owners keep it low by
using the threat of starvation as a
billy-club. 1t is here Woody mieets
Ozark Bule (Ronny Cox), a singer
who travels the migrant camps per-

er Woody Guthrie

forming and trying 10 unionize the
waorkers. Guthre joins him and the
union, singing cach week on his
radio show and out in the fiekds
among the people. With money in
his pocket he brings Mary and the
Kids west. Things look good when
he's given a radio program of his
own, but with the ¢hange in spon-
sors he is forbidden 10 perform
radical manerial. Frustrated and
stubborn he tights the decision and
when stale-mated, flees on a long
trip 1o the migrant camps and
unorganized factories 10 campaign
with songs. When he retarns, his
wite is gone and be is a famous
man.

**Bound For Glory™ is an enor-
mous production worth the many
millions spent on it. Time and
money serve well in recreating on
the screen the strength of the book.
Director Ashby is to be saluted for
his faithful adherence to exactness
and precision in the reproduction
of this period. For the street scenes,
vintage automobiles were unear-
thed, and even an old strect car was
1aken out of storage te be used in
the film. The freight irain scenes
were done on actual, moving
teains.

David Carradine, interviewed in
the Daily News, said previous 1o
the film that he only knew Guthrie
as some guy who'd wriiten a couple
of songs. Obviously, he’s done his
homework. He pulls the role off
well, giving it cqual amoums of
humor, compassion, and ec-
centricity. His adaplation secms
natural, his actions effortless.
When the ex-kung fu master makes
love to a girl, plays with a kid, or
sings a song, it is all very
believable. He did not, however,
make me want 1o sing along. His
guitar playing is passable, his
singing only slightly better. Ronny
Cox™s performance as the glib,
CIMOLION-TOUsing union organizer is
great, and aypical of those leather-

«Continued on Page 8)

‘Network’ ridicules. boob tube

“Network,” a new film by Pad-
dy Chavefsky, is a 1akcoff similar
1o the screenwriter's  previous
work, “*Hospital,”” and offers a
satiric ook at yct another
American institution, this time the
television indusiry. The film ex-
poses  television’s  destructive
Rature, mainly the intense com-
petition for ratings.

Directed by Sidney Lumet ("Dog
Day Afternoon,” **Serpico™), the
story centers around a small net-
work, The United Broadcasting
Company  (referred 10 as ““ihe
whorchouse network®’), and their
constant effort 1o grab a greater
share of the viewing audicnce.

The madness  begins  when
newsman Howard Beale (Perer Fin-
<h) declares he will commit suicide
on camera, and is removed from
the air, oaly 10 conviace his news
director, Max Shumacher (William
Holden) 1o grant him an on-the-air
farcwell speech, in which he lets
loose 2 strcam  of  obscenities
deaouncing  the absurd  world
around inm. Beale and Shumacher
are prompily fired.

However, UBS®  opportunissic
programnung  dirccior. Diana
Chiisten (Faye Dunaway) whose
Wdcas include a weekly comedy
show about tcsroris groups, «cCs 2

gold mine in Beale’s on-camera
ravings, which she expects will ap-
peal (o the audiences' primitive in-
stincts. She makes Beale the star of
the news report, which now begins
to resemble a cevival mecting. Beale
i proclaimed the **Mad Prophet,*”
his sermons beeeming the voice of
Amcrican anger and frustration.
The power of tlesion is ridiculed

in scveral brilliar . scenes wherce

Beale urges his audience 10 go 10
the window and scream and we
next  see  thousands  of people
hanging oul of apariment windows
screaming,  while the  station
executives go berserk .

The performances are all con-
vincing, particularly  Faye
Dunaway as the high-strung
workaholic who has an affair with
Shumacher, characterized by a
scene it a motel where they are in

Peter Finch as Howard
Beale, the ‘Mad Prophet’ of
the Whorehouse Netlwork

bed and shc talks Isively
about script ideas while reaching a
climax. Peter Finch is also effective
as Beale, an ambivalent character
driven to self-destruction as a result
of the station’s exploitation of him.

William Holdea's portrayal of
Shumacher. a  sympathetic  in-
aividual trapped 1n the sterile aorld
of **Neiwork™ is  the most
behevable of all. The story’s best
moments asc when Shumacher ad-

ity unfidelity 0 his wife, and
when he anacks Christen, telling
her that television desirovs all i
touches.

Though flawed at times by a
somewhat trite, preachy tone. the
dialoguc in “*Network ™ is well writ-
ten and  funny, prevcating  a
revcaling  look  at this  most
fascinatng of the mass media.

— Brenda Niabl
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Hot Tuna—'Hoppkory'

1t°s casy to teel cheated when good bands such as this one,
feed us faceless product which is rushed an uninspired. On
Hoppkory Tuna maintains a professional consistency which
is enough 1o advise anyone untamiliar with the band 1o pick
ap on the album. Yet those who have followed Funa's
progression from their inital acoustic 1P in 1970, will find
the new material undistinguishable from typical Tuna fare.
Nothing here grabs the lisiener like the band’s earlier
material, or even as much as “*Baby What You Want Me To
Do’ and “*§lot Jelly Rolt Blues'® from their fast album. The
bese tracks here — ) Can’t Be Satisfied,™ *Song from the
Stainless Cymbal™, and the acoustic “*Watch the North
Wind Risc™ -~ maintain a bland cffectiveness capable of
pleasing, but not ecs| ly. “*Drivin® Around”” is Tu
answer 10 the Starship’s “Crousin® in My Automobile
while “Extrication Love Song™*, **Santa Claus Retreat' and
“Talking "Bowt You™ are throwaways which Jorma
Kaukonen embellishes with superlative guitar work in an ef-
fort 1o pass them off as somcthing more than lillers. But
Kaukonen's pyrotechnics are uanable to save songs which
simply do not work as eatities. There is also much formuta
riffing here such as on **F Wish You Would,” and **Talkin’
‘Bout You."” Even for avid clectric blues lovers, Hoppkory
requires repeated listenings before it transcends its ap-
pearance of a rushed product.

—Paul Dabaisa

Bunny Livingston—**Blackheart Man®*

In America, Bunny Livingston is the least known of the
original Wailers. Unfortunatcly, his solo debut, Blackheass
Man, will do linde 10 alter these circumstances. Even with
Jamaica’s top musicians lending a hand, Livingsion
manages this failure. Unlike any great reggac recording,
where the music overwhelms the listener, one has to work
hard 10 cnjoy Blackheart Man. It could be that Livingsion
has compromised 100 much in striving for American
recognition. Or possibly 1the goals set by the other two
original Wailers — Bob Marley's figurchead siatus in
reggae, and Peier Tosh’s magnificent debut album — are
too much for Livingsion to match. In any case, this album

suffers from a transfixing sameness, and could be discarded
aliogether if not for one tune, “‘Fighting Against Con-
victions."” But here again, Livingston fais (o give the song
the proper  treatmemt which  might  have  conceivably
established it as a classic. His perfunctory interpretation of
this song not only epitomizes the many flaws on the album,
but also suggests the difference an ouwside  producer
(Livingston self-produced the Ip) might have made on this
album.

--Paui Dabalsa

Tom Waits—**Small Change**

Tom Waits® fourdr Asylum album is litle more than a
continuation of what this alented lyricist nas done in the
past. There are no surprises here, as Waits comtinues 10 work
the style which has brought him a fair amount of success.
Clearly, Waits feels he can squeese additional mileage from
his jazzy ramblings, and is yet unwilling-w journey outside
of his stylistic perimeter. Which is why Smalt Change is the
kind of album that can casily be mistaken as an indication of
an artist becoming stagnant. The material is overly familiar
and the milieu particularly limited. Yet, the album has its
merits. Waits® lyrics continue 10 show a laborious effort,
and his material flows with a certain level of ingenuity. His
best works here (**Invitation 10 the Blues,” **The Piano Has
Been Drinking™ and ““Tom Trauberi’s Blues') may not

rival the finest of his carlier recordings, yei they are inspired
and cngaging tracks, which alone are worth the wnsumer s
effort.

—Paul Dabalsa

Anthorry Braxton — ‘Duets 1976° (With Muhal Richard Abrams)

This thoughtfully prepared musical dialogue beiween
Braxton and his friend and mentor Richard Abrams is long
overdue. It was Abrams who in 1966 introduced Braxion in-
to Chicago’s Assoctation for the Advancement of Creative
Music (of which he was president), an avani-garde collective
thal became a brecding ground for many of 10day’s most in-
fiueniial innovators in jazz.

Braxion is one of the more prolific and “successful®®
(mcasured in visibility and audience acceptance) AACM
alumni, having recorded a string of noteworthy albums for
Arista Records over the past three years., At one point it

looked as if he might cven establish a following among the
general jazz audience, being one of the first members of the
avant-garde jazz establishment 10 make it into such majors
ciubs as The Bottom Line and Village Gate. Bt Braxion
didn’c push 100 hard for recognition then, choosing insiecad
to remain unpredictable (suicide in this business) and con-
tinues 1o record impressive little gems with no commercial
potemtial,

Employing an arsenal of reed instraments (from soprani-
no (o contrabass sax), Braxton growls,purrs and whines his
way through six carefully chosen picces which contrast his
own playful, witty virtwousity with Abrams’ more somber
and obscure, yet equaly unique siyle.

Duets 1976 has relatively conventional imterpretations of
Scott Joplin's **Maple Leaf Rag™ and Eric Dolphy's **Miss
Ann,”” but the emphasis is on three of Braxton's inteiguing
compositions, which he describes i the liner notes as
.. controlled” open ended musical sitvations where **all
of the clements and sequences. . . have been prepared in ad-
vance.”

*Side 17Cut Two™ (Braxton shuns conventional titles for
his compusitions, choosing instead 10 identify them through
puzzling geometric diag and bers outlining the
picce’s siructure — a unique notation sysiem few people,
myself included, have managed 10 uaravel), is a typically
rambling, scemingly anarchical piece, consisting of darting
unison riffs and twisting clarinet and contrabass clarinet
solos superimposed over Abrams' cascading note clusters
and sudden thunderous rolls that might dissolve into an
aimless troking of the keys.

Braxton’s lyrical side becomes evident in **Nickie,” a ten-
der ballad on which he plays alio sax, and the album’s only
spontancous improvisation.

Following in 1he wake of the harsh, overpowering
Creative Orchestra Music 1976, the new Duets 1976 album is
a relaxed, intimate work whose single purpose is 10 allow
these 1wo masters of the avant-garde to document and define
their musical relationship. And that it does superbly.

—Fred Seaman

Saver’s ‘Flight’ never takes off

READ
IFASTER$98

By JOYCE MEISNER

Two of producer Richard Perry’s
stylistic trademarks arc lush or-
chesiral arrangements and an om-
nipresemt multitude of well-known
backing musicians. Like Phil Spec-
tor, the renowned record producer
who heavily exerted his presence on

Woody
Gutbhrie

iContinued from Page 6)

tough men who worked  the
recruiting circait back in the thir-
ties. Mclinda Dillon as Guihrie's
wifc is beautiful, gentle, and
loving, cxactly as Guthric saw her.

Despite its indisputable quality,
there is something the film facks.
Through a combination of
animated language, rural
philosophy, unpredictable plot and
a mish-mash of cmotions, there
devclops in the book a real magic
— untractable, but real. Perhaps in
their zcal to resurrect Guthric and
the 1930°s, Ashby and lcventhal
undermined  the  spirit  of the
biography. li's a chance cffect that
can’t be planned and thai the film
misscs, but manages 10 survive
nicely without.

As a porirait  of
America’s last creditable folk hero,
“Bound For Glesy™ chicits few
complaints. The colors arc authen-
tic. the blend good enough to reveal
the whole man. There is no attempre
at glorificaiion n the screenplay
The prataee i< Guthnic, moc and aol
SO NG

It docn™i tear down a lepend, o
MARLMMNN e

probably

the Philly records of ten ycars ago,
Perry has developed a distinet siyle
which has auracied a Jist of in-
flucmial artists  including  Ringo
Starr and Carly Simon. Yet, while
Persy's  records  are  impeccably
produced, the artist invariably ap-
pears buried in a barrage of sirings

ick  accompaniment.  The
latest victim of this domination is
Leo Sayer, whose Endless Flight is
sure 10 be viewed as a disaster by
his carly followers.

Sayer, whose booming voice and
stender frame remind one of a
mouse with an authorotative roar,
has no control over his album. His
straight-forward vocals and candig
Iyrics emvidenced on 1two  carlier
albums, **Silverbird™ and ““Just a
Boy.” bhave been stripped away.
Terminated  also is  the  highly
melodic and effective writing part-
nership with David Couniney. who
has been replaced by betier known
confemporary writers such as Barry
Mann, Cyathnia Wells, and Vini
Poncia. The  pucst
backing him here read like a who's
wha in the music industry, and in-
clude Sieve Gadd. Richard Tee,
Andrew Gold, Earl Shick, Bobbye
Hall Porter, Alichale O Marnan
and Bilt Paync. The album’s heavy
Ehon John overtones are no ample
vomaidence  cither. Panl Buck-
mastee and  James Newton
Howard, tormerdy with Flion, are
\tring

musicians

tcaturcd  here on
arrangemenin - and

tespevinely,

ssathesvees.
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sade iaien: oon ke aibum over

shadow Saver’s prosence. Boscoms

as e raw casbeiance of S s

vocals have been severely muted in
order o fit his new image as an
Am-oriented artist. “*You Make
Mc Feel Like Dancing.” the new
disco-oricnted hit off the album is
disappointing because the lalseuo
vocals do not sound natural and the
song does not accurately represent
Sayer’s incredible vocal range. “*No
Business Like Love Business™ is a
Motown-type tune complete with
black backing vocals, bui is ruined
by a syrupy arrangement  (So
syrupy that 1t would fi more com-
f®ably on any album of popular
show tuncs).

Side two is much more in-
teresting. In **1 hear the laughter,”™
Sayer i allowed to siretch om and
his  basic  grittiness  and  power
become evident. “Magdalena™ is a
RN arraneed  acoustic number
which is casy 10 hum along with,
while  “How  Much Low™ o
noteworthy  for  Richard  Fee's
poscrful gospel prano. 1 Think
We Fell In 1 ove Too Faw.™ while
burdened  with nauscating
Ivrics about teenage pregnacy and
il-fatcd marriage, camtains ihe besg
chorus on the albuim. The sang has
Sayer beliing @ out agannt some
MOIOW -1y e horns and possesses a
cood dancmg beat. The moss disap-
pointing irack s Andrew Gold's
“Endles Hight " which  migha
hine worked beiter given a true
Sayer mierpretation insicad of one
so gemmeens of an Ellon John.
npe ballad.
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Leo Sayer
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