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Save A Life!
Y R  March 29, 1949 .

udge Delany Qui s’A lumni Anti-Bias
Body; Blasts Administration Inaction

- Excerpts of Letters

+ TRe following quotations are from Judge Delany’s letters. to
the Alumni Board and to Prof. Mead, announcing his resignation
o 8 cheirman of the special committee to investigate the Davis

| and Knickerbocker cases and any other cases of dise-imination.
I ¢t the College.

?Notecl, Negro Jurist, in Letters to Prof. '
‘Mead, Condemns ‘Stamp of Approval’ On
Discrimination; Questions Tenure of Davis

: By Phil Scheffler ‘

_ Judge Hubert T. Delany, Chairman of an alumni committee to investigate discrim-
ination at the College, has resigned his post and sharply criticised the administration
and faculty for their inaction in the Davis and Knickerbocker cases. Judge Delany siated
his resignation in a letter to Prof. Nelson Mead, President of the Associate Alumni, which

was distributed by Hillel at last Friday's Student Council meeting. .
The letter of resignation was accompanied by a previous letter to Prof. Mead and a
. ememorandum to the “President
and Board of Direetors of the As-
sotiate Alumni” In the eaclier
letter Judge Delany said, “There
is really no answer to the ques-
ton people are asking today, 'If
there is no discrimination at ‘the
Ci.y College why should anybody
1be a’raid of any investigation into
|a matter which :s non-existent?’ It

...1 hope that both you
(Prof. Mead) and he (Pres.
Wright) will realize that I am
not at odds with the President
ad a person — nor do I charge
him with being prejudiced. As i
a person, I like Pres. Wright.
I do, however, dsagree with
his failure to take an aggres-
s.ve stand in the Knickerbocker -
and Davis cases.

—tl

Yoa will recall that at my
conference with you and the -
President last Jume, it w33
clearly indicated that Mr. Davis -
held temure.... At no time
during this comference did the
President indicate that Mr,

veo1 did heretofore, as I do
T w»ot: now, believe that the ad-
ministration and the facully,
‘Y had the desre and ‘was at-
tempting to achieve the gosl
| s which our College along
§1 | with all other educational in-
stitutions, and to which our
. idcals of democracy are dedic-
ated. ! heretofore believed that
‘{ we were attempting to create
.-ar atmosphere m which ad-
ministration, faculty, and sta-
" demts could live, work, and
lesrn — an atmosphere free
from any d'scrimination on
acccunt of race, creed, color,
or mational origin.

1 have recen.ly changed my
views. This change has been

®

Assembly Degies |
Regents’ (ontrol
Of NY State U

An -impeding distintegration of

breught about because when
indications and evidence of acts
comtrary to the stated ideals
of the Collige kave been
breaght te the attention of the
-sdministration and the faculty.
- .these acts have not been faced
o dealt with in a forikright
‘manner. Instead of admiltmg
grave concern aboat such mat-
ters, the attempt has been made
to cither preiend that they did
wet exist, or when provem, as
- the Davis case, (> pretend
that segregation and discrimi-
mtion is aet so evil a thing,
and that Mr. Davis really bad
® evil imtent, but just wsed
bod judgement, and that his
femoval as assistant te the
President was wet only a saf-
Siciemt. condemnation for the of-

Davis did not have tenure, and
that he could have summarily
removed him on the basis of
findings of the Faculty Com-
mittee, At wo time did the
President indicate that when
he was (0 be returmed to the
Economics Dep't, his salary
wourld be increased to the max-
imem for staff of the instrue-
tional rank.
—e

You must agree with me that
the action of the President in
increasing the salary of one
so recently found guilty of seg-
regation and discrimination by
the Faculty Committee, above

the status quo in education ap-
peared last week when the Board
of Regents was umsuccessful in
its attempt to control the state
university system, with its inte-
gration of 32 colleges and schools
‘of higher learning. The Assem-
bly’s defeat of the Condoun-Bar-
ret bill, 93 to 40, allowed a board
of trustees to commence govern-
ing April 1st, 1949,
- No Barriers ‘
According to Dr. Alvin C.
Eurich, appointed president of the
system, there must be established,
“without interference of old idess
a university system that will make
higher education possible for any
one . . . we want no barriers of
any kind.” He thought that this
would be the best investment of
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Judge Herbert

Councl Probing
Delany Charges

T.

Delany’s ;}
charges against the College »d-
ministration will be investigated
hy a five-member special commit'ee
established by Stodemt Council at

is because I know that the action
of the administration in dealing
with the Knickerbocker and Davis
cases cannot be upheld, and will
create great strife in the future
unless dealt with in a forthright
manner, that I consider that thoes
who are imterested in the future
of the College, decide that forth-
right action in these casés is mec-
essary, and mow.” . :
One of the major isswes raised
by Delany in his letters was that
of the tenure of Davis. The judge ™~
says that Pres. Wright had led
dim to believe that Davis had
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We Demand an Answer

HAT STARTED AS A pure and simple series of charges
of discrimination against two memkers of the faculty
is now taking on implications that are much more serious.
Judge Hubert T. Delany’s resignation from the Alumni
investigating committee has brought to light an ugly situ-
ation in which the College administration is indicted as the
active and conscious defender of bigotry. No longer can
they pose as disinterested observers, searching for the truth
—they are now accused of being the real culprits, guilty
not oaly of hiding the truth from the students, faculty and
alumni, but also of subverting the ideals upon which the Col-
lege was built and supported by the community.

Judge Delany’s charges support the accusations that
have previously been brought against the administration,
and lend credence to the hitherto-whispered rumers of offi-
cial. complicity with bigotry.

The situation now calls for mxmedlate, strong actmn
from ail parties concerned.

We call upon the administration:

To dismiss Mr. Davis -unconditionally;

To suspend Prof. Knickerbocker from his chairman-
ship and insure that legal action is brought immediately to
scttie the case satisfactorily.

We cal! upon the Student Council:

To instruct its newly-elected committee to investigate
curses of action bv the students with the aim of bringing
he cases to a head as soon as possible. In the event that

Council doesn’t issue such instructions, we propose that the
committee bring back such a repert on its own.

'The administration’s refusal to comment on the charges
because they haven't oﬂicxally seen them yet is irrelevant,
bue we're willing to go along. If the administration doesn’t
answer Judgze Delany’s letters, they tacitly admit their guilt.
We demnand that they reply openly and honestly, with full
faith in the intelligence of the student body and the com-
munity. The College papers stand ready to open their pages
to a full discussion by all concerned.

Judge Delany’s questions must be answered by us all
Is this College really interested in ending discrimination
- and bigotry? Is'it interested in living up to its professed
ideals? ‘

Now is the nme that we can and must find out!

4Gyl Crazy,” the hzhtxeaded
and )'ght-hearted tale 5f love and
“polivies’ and “bad mep® in
dude infested Arizona and am un-.
likely Mexico, gave the gregtest
of opportunities, last weakend to
thcse tongue-in-cheek actogs im
the cast. Howard Caine as Gieber
Goldfarb, displaced taxi-driver
and unwilling cand’'date for sher ff -
of Custervilie, handled kis richly
comic lines in an easy mannmer.!
Egon Dumler as Siick I-‘or.hergnll
| Goldfarb’s partner in humer, ap-:
plied all the skilis of the comic
art to be learned by an acute ob-
server of the passing cafeteria
parade. Both wcrthies romped
through their parts w.th obvious
pleasure.
Dance Stops Show '

Wonder:ul was the work of
Carol Sawyer as Kste Fothergill,
a part given life in the original
1930 production by Ethel Merman.
The combination of the sophomoric
Egon Dumler and the Ethel Mer-
aian-esque Miss Sawyer, in an ef-
fervescent comedy dance number,
stopped the show.

Larry Stevens’ specialty dances
call forth many superlatives. The
audience feasted i:s collective eye
upon his-gratfying style. Miriam

*

Raphael's dance arrangements
were efficient.
' Serious Roles

The more serious parts werc
carried through by Bill Summers
as Broadway dandy, Danny
Churchill, and Carrie Caldwell
playing postmistress Mclly Gray,
tke role which put Ginger Rogers
on the road to L!oﬁywood. Sum-
mers, endowed with a pleasant
voice, has an overdeveloped serse
ol theatrical gesture. His adep:;
ioctwork, without benefit of dance!
rhythm, as well as his oversimpli—i
Sed portrayal of emoton detoured
the interests of this reviewer.

Excepting co'mparatively minor
.echnical flaws and some injection
of .the schoolish atmosphere, Di-:
rector Eli Bloom has presented a
musical bring.ng Gershwin up to

- ——
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and Palestine, and successfully
accomplishing is mission —to
evoke oyful laughter.
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Excerpts of Letters (Cont)

{Continued from page 1)
be looked upon as the sacred
ideals . of the College

4 —_

..The Alummi Commi.tee
has not itself accomplished
much, because most of our ses~
sions have been concerncd with
long and irrelevant arguments
on procedure and continual
statements by members, who
ask that they be shown the
proof that Professor Knicker-
bzcker s guilty, ‘nsiead of per-
mi.ting us to go to work and
do the investigating work which
we are appointed tq do, in order
to arrive at a ‘air conclusion.

—ee . ’

While some may think it is
quesiicnable a8 to whether Jews
are discriminated against in.
their eforts (> secure positions
on the teaching staff and in
their eflocts to advamce... no
one can say that the paucity
of Negroes on the staff indicates
that there is not and has net
been widespread discriminatian
in admitting qualiied Negroes

,to the teaching staff ... No one’

would aow say that Professor
Knickerbocker has the fult con-
tidence of the faculty in his de-
partment or of tahe student
bocy. Why then is he nst re-
moved as administrative head of
his departn:ent as the Hart
Commi.tee recommended? Why
atiempt to stand by the head
of a department who has net
been able to obtain sufficient
contidence of the faculty off
his owa department or of the

student body to enable him o
function effectively? To stand
by Prof. Kn'ckerbacker permits
pecp.e to draw the same 'n’er-
ence that can be drawn and is
being drawn from the action
of the President in standing
by Mr. Davis.... This inferemce

to put it bluntly, indicateg that
there is po resl determinatin

on the part of the Presidemt

lo say in no uncertain terms
that the City College means it
when it says it has as its ideal
no discrimination on account
of race, creed, color, or pa-
tional origin.

) —

Those who are interesting in |

purifying the atm:sphere at
the College are not too worried
about men like Mr. Davis..
While it 3= difficult to prove an
attitude of mind, one’s actions
and attitude if one is prejud-
iced can be determined. - The
pecple at the College who are
more dangeroug in a way are
those people whe know that
prejudice exists... who are
wiling {o look at prejudice and
cdeal wi.h prejudice as mot so
evil a thing, and take the at-
titude that we are better than
the cther cclleges, so why raise
such a fuss about it. It is this
a.titude that permits those who
are prejudiced to a small deg-
ree to feel that t s all right
to be prejudiced to a larger
degree and that nothing serious
will happen if they are.
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It is amazing to what degree a fresh spirit can serve as a substitute for deft com.
edy techniques and draw from a delighted Pauline Edwards Theatre aumenee laughtey
and applause beyond the measurement of a reactiors meter. :
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