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The month of April is National Organ Donation
Awareness Month. This is the month One & One Com- II']SICIC
munications will reach the diverse CCNY community This Issiae
through the SAVE A LIFE event, in hopes of inspiring L
and making a difference in the lives of those waiting

to live a better one. The focus of the May 5th SAVE A

LIFE event is to come together, learn facts on organ do- Flashback

New Column

nation through inspiring stories and address misconcep-
tions on organ donation. There will also be opportuni-
ties to play games to test and enhance your knowledge.
You will have the chance to WIN a prize
and most importantly the opportunity to register as an
organ donorand SAVE A LIFE.
' One & One Communications is a student-run
| AD/PR agency at The City College. The agency has
come together to communicate, educate and inspire
the student community on the topic of organ donation
and its impact on our society. One & One Communica-
. tions’ main goal is to provide help and support to our
@ client — The New York Organ Donor Network While
~ partnering with NYODN, One & One Communica-
tions strives to address the dire need that New York
State has to increase the number of organ and tissue do-
~ nors by registering students and faculty members within
the CCNY campus.

Celebrate Poetry Month

p'.lgc £

Hip Hop and the Occulr

page 8

continued on page 7

Banned Books

..... has not left the building...
A plethora of racial slurs are hurled
across the cover of this issue of 7he
Paper for a reason. It is an attempt to
raise emotion as well as critical analy-
sis in all the people of varying ethnici-
ties who say the words nigga, nigguh
and nigger. Why are all of these slurs
so striking, so hurtful, and the poten-
tial brunt of responsive anger? [ am
told nigga is just a word, so why are
these words different? '
Black people, in using the N-word,
remain the only race to embrace a ter-
rible slur that disgraces our elders and
say “it’s not meant like that.” Every
time I hear a group of people compla-
cently using the term, I get as upset as

one who may be looking at the cover
of The Paper right now. I shake with th-e

Natural Hair Theory

page 10

[atinos and the N-Word

page 11

rage and violent thoughts cross my
mind, which I imagine others feel -

editorial on page 2
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Editorial

Nigga has not left the building

when they hear slurs against their
own people. It is especially disap-
pointing that my Black American
peers, who are only getting older,
have allowed such a disrespectful
term to exist in mainstream culture.
As a peer said to me re-
cently, “the white supremacists are
laughing” each time this word is
used. I find refuge in quiet rooms
and the company of people who
just don’t speak this way, but why
should I have to stay away from
public areas, including spaces
around this College, just to reduce
my chances of being assaulted with
this violent word? I find it humiliat-
ing that in an institution of learn-
ing, so many people are comfortable
calling each other this. No matter
what the intention, it is a violent
word!
Definitions:
Niggardly: meanness, cowardly,
stingy }
Niggling: petty and annoying
Although these words
are etymologically different from
nigger, let’s remind ourselves of
the power of words in reinforcing
behavior. I urge my fellow Black
Americans to change saying the
word nigga to brother, or even
better, KING for a week and see
if you notice any difference. You
may notice how often you actually
used the disgraceful word and how
interchangeable it has become. You
may also notice how using other

words—uplifting words—with each
other can potentially transform our
community.
Humans are so creative yet we are
recycling a word historically used
by raping, murderous slave catching
monsters? We can’t come up with
anything else?

So what importance does
The Paper have addressing the use
of racial slurs on our City College
campus? Two years earlier, I pub-
lished my first article here, which was
entitled: Say No to Saying NIGGA!
Then I began a series called Autho-
rized use of The N-Word, which saw
its last installment in Zhe Paper last
semester. Alarmingly, in September
2009 I received a call from the police
commissioner’s community liaison,
inquiring about a hate crime that oc-
curred on campus specifically directed
at African Americans. And now, even
more recent news this semester of
abuses and violent behaviors attached
to this word has demanded I write
something in this issue.

A common response from
“pro niggahs” is to say the derogatory
word was nigger and what is being
said now is zigga. Think analyti-
cally when reading history and you
will realize the White people of the
time who were auctioning, buying,
and selling people also had different
accents. You would not have simply
heard all saying nigger, some would
have also said nigguh and nigga.
Another response is that I use it “with

my friends,” yet you can hear the

same person describing enemies and
even specifying “they want niggas” to
mean African Americans! The pain
attached to this word is not obsolete.
Congressman John Lewis provides

an example of one recently assaulted
with the term, and knowing how long
he has been a Black man in the U.S. it
surely was not the first time.

I realize others take permis-
sion from African Americans to use
it. There is a rich history of immigrant
struggles in the US. demanding from
America the rights we all share. Yet
many display disregard for the unique
Black American history that allows
us all to move freely in this country.
They will use the word as often and
in front of whomever they please as
loudly as possible and then say “I'm
not Black” or even “I hate Black peo-
ple”. Do people consider the depths to
which these ziggas struggled for all of
us?

My aim here is to highlight
America’s history and current condi-
tions that are uniquely prejudicial
towards African Americans. Part of
that system is represented in all uses
of nigga.

Only if I say words like those
on the cover do people scorn and
attack me. No one cares if I say #igga
but somehow these other words
remain where they should be:
FORBIDDEN.

The Editors at 7he Paper welcome contin-
ued dialogue on the matter.

Innocence Lost

By Sarah Al Motairi

The time is 3:30 pm and
school is out. As I walk the streets
of my neighborhood, Kingsbridge
Heights, I am taken over by sadness
and disappointment. Sadness directed
at our youth and disappointment
directed at our adults. Ten minutes
into my walk I witnessed a teenage boy
smoking a joint behind a U Haul van,
a teenage boy shoving a teenage girl
forcefully (even though playfully) in
the chest, a girl rapping vulgarly about
her vagina and a boys penis, a young
boy (must have been 10 or 11) trying
to touch a young girls behind, the
word M%&$#" F%&#$%" is heard
by almost every child and a young
teenage girl in Starbucks is bawling
her eyes out to her friend about her
boyfriend pressuring her into sex.

As a teenager I was a rowdy
young thing, somewhat of a bully
and most definitely a rebel. However,
I possessed a teen’s innocence, the
innocence of a child. Other than trying
to curse every now and then or trying
to meet with a boy I was interested
from time to time (which I hardly got
away with ‘because my parents were [
hawks in nature), my mind was focused
on fun activities like sports, girlfriend

hangouts, writing and school.

Now as an adult, I look into
the eyes of our youth and see pain,
sadness, unnecessary responsibilicy
and emptiness. I see hyper sexualized
boys and sexually objectified girls. I see
babies with babies. I see boys lashing
out in anger towards one another. I
see girls disrespecting their minds and
bodies. I see boys disrespectinggirlsand
girls disrespecting boys. Isee emptiness.

I'see aimlessness. I see hopelessness.
I see shamelessness. I see adults
trapped in youngins’ bodies wishing
they could escape; yet, still believing
they are grown enough to pave the
way to success. And, some don’t care
to be successful or even know what
that means beyond a catchy song,
see mothers smiling
proudly at an ill mannered young
child whose voice is unpleasant and
rude to others around. I see fathers
neglecting their parental roles totally
avoiding being a father or physically
present but not mentally there. I
witness parents being friends to their
children rather than disciplinarians.
Today’s youth is lost but not to their
own fault. How is a child to direct
him/herself when he/she lacks the
most crucial thing, a role model to
follow and respect?

continued on page 10
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—The BFfash Baelk

Because we strive to connect past lessons with today’s struggles, we are thrilled to announce a new feature in our publications—the FLASHBACK! For each
ews and The Paper archives which are housed in our own Cohen Library. We encourage our readers

issue, we will reprint articles and photographs from the Zech
to respond to these blasts from the past, build on their legacies, and spread the word about our college’s amazing political history

L months to four and a half years.
Since the center is insufficient to

Motheu wnl not be dumed Inc
: facilities for their chil-
_ they're not able to

of “their time 10 the
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Creative Corner

Beloved Ethiopia,

by Petrina Yemane

Thirteen months of sunshine -
(s where on earth you'll find
Brotherhood of humanity
- Peace of mind for your insanity
Of green pastures from ages old
with rich traditions and stories
told
Of evil eyes and ancient streams
Powerful men and influential

RUEELNS :
Do go@c hear tts calling
Of rushing hot springs

Awnd towering cities on hills
The swaying of Bucalyptus trees
The ferment of honey from bees
Volces of the market women calls

stwmilar to warm water falls
The smell of Buna/pastry shops
overlooking majestic mountain

. tops

rRural Livestock graze the fields

while dimming light, night

steals

The covered sky fill stars reveal

A country of tntrigue and

mystique
lts people proud, determined and
omeeR
Hearts bitter sweet to what they
SEL

Awnd what they know Life could be

This place of hidden treasure
In which no power could measure
lts timeless assent stature
Living free is all that matters
 Free of propaganda shown
A calling from Land and the atr

«above :
To remind me of ttstrue love
To be all that [ am, womawn or
: MAan e s
with all that  have and all that
i p‘Law
‘It calls me to rise
To give back and to strive
To better myself after my
completed search

Then to my brothers of birth and -

cCoMmLon earth.

The F'wst BLiol
BY Adele Scott

no welody move pure

wmore peaceful to the ear

for he sings a wore worthy
song
b all his pratse
and the earth is reboirn
and he, Like men, must strive
and sweat to earn his stay
bwcjust NOW,

he stops amidst the golden

crust of day

and Lifts his heart and soul
~ to his Creator

a delicate creature and small

can cheer a heart to endless

Amount
with his sweet and stimple
pmg)er!

The heart tl/\at

Reeps on Loving
BY Mishlea Mowntrope

A Madre’s Love is like something
that the universe has never seew
A NEng is there during Your
thwmes of despatr
A Mde Ls able to soothe a broken
heart with just her caring touch
Whewn a Abatyse is wear there (s
nothing that she can't fix:
even the leaky pipe over the sink
A Mere Ls someone Who Loves her
children selflessly and expects
nothing tn return
A Mutter’s Love Ls something
that cannot be taught or
described
A Mana Ls able to turn a dime
Lnto a dollar Like no magician

' can
A Mammaa saériﬁces her mind,
bodg ana soul to help her child
overcome a coldo

out of her heart flows kindness,

qrace and slwcer’ttg
A Okaasaw Ls a woman who
can balance the whole world
own her shoulder while mamw@'
Sunday dinner for 12 of her
children
A Mytyr Ls women who Ls tn
God's perfect mwage who can
teach God’s angels about beln
angelic. - '
A mother’s is Love has no
boundaries it extends to every
corner of the world.


http://liA-flu.eiA.tlal
http://dlm.rn.liAg
http://bu.tju.st
file:///ADVJ
http://caiA.iA.ot
http://feliA.diA.ess
http://dliA.iA.er
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LYNCHING THEN

- A teach-in tour on the historic link between the deat
the United States. Hear from those who have been freed from death row, and
oy e ) activists and scholars on the role of racism in our criminal justice system and
oy - ,f,_ o why the death penalty and unjust sentencing need to be abolished.

Z P i 4 SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

ALAN BEAN

Executive Director, Friends of Justice

BARBARA BECNEL .

Foundear, Stanlay Tookie Williams Legacy Network

STEPHEN BRIGHT

President, Southern Center for Human Rights

MARK CLEMENTS

- Former police torture victim sentenced as a juvenie to lite
without parola

MARTINA CORREIA

Sister of Troy Davis; Troy s on Georgla's Death Row and was
recently grantad a new heanng by the U.S. Suprems Coust

JACKIE GOLDSBY

Author, A Spectacular Secret: the Cultural Logic of Lynching in
Amencan Life and Literature

LAWRENCE HAYES

Former New York State death row prisoner

BRIAN JONES

Author, "King's Last Fight" |

RONALD KITCHEN

Former lilinois death row prisoner, exonerated in 2008

YUSEF SALAAM

Exonerated in the Central Park Jogger case. Board
member, Campaign 1o End the Death Peaalty

DARBY TILLIS

Former Ilinois death row prisoner

* Wed., April 21
| 7 00pm

City College—NAC Ballroom

137th & Amsterdam Ave.

Endorsers: The CCNY tour stop is spoimud by
Amnesty International USA Local Group 11, Correctional
Assaciation, Drop the Rock, Educators for Mumia, Free

‘ S RO © Mumia Coalition-NYC, Grassroots Artists Movement,
Sponsored by: s S - mnmovmvmuw International Socialist

ok >N
'W’;,jy,itf'. a5
Pl %00 :,.a"'
Gy

Organization, The Paper(CCNY)(list in formation)

CAMIPAIGN TO »
Email: nyc @nodeathpenalty.org to endorse.

END 55280

PRI . L. S -
s s g oA i s o
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—Students discuss what happened and what’s happening now! —

How was the rally? What is
the atmosphere on CCNY’s campus
after the rally? Don’t let the fight for
public education, stop was the word
on CCNY’s campus before and after
the March 4th rally!

It was a beautiful day for a
march; the sun was setting as stu-
dent activists crossed the avenues of
Manhattan with signs that read “NO
BUDGET CUTS TO CUNY”
In the middle of the March as stu-
dents approached FIT students were
stopped by a barricade that separated
them from the front of march. Stu-
dents could not hear the speeches and
were cut off so that cars could go down
29th street and the rally could be sup-
presses or made to look less impactful.
Student activist begged the police to
let them over the barricade. The idea
to jump over the gates and blocks was
in the air but fear of being arrested
discouraged students. One protestor
encouraged everyone to go back and
forth around the rally, soon after the
police conceded and opened the gates.
As the sun began to set, students were
not allowed to enter FIT to fight for
the student metro cards and cuts to
transit. Cheers, such as, “Let Us In!”
was heard throughout the streets. Stu-

dents found them blocked again, this
time trapped in front of FIT behind
the barricades. Students began to push
the gates and the police pushed back.
The pushing continued until finally,
again, they let us out but there was
no way into FIT buildings. After the
confusion the march ended. On the
Wednesday after the march there was a
post March 4th general activism meet-
ing in the Hoffman Lounge. All stu-
dent activists were invited to discuss
what should be doing the next coming
months and how students can support
each other.

After the March 4 rally stu-
dents, faculty and administrators from
CCNY tookatrip to Albany on March
9 to lobby for CUNY and SUNY.
From City College, Davey Czyzyk
from SER (Students for Educational
Rights), Shannon Ayala from SE]
(Students for Environmental Justice
and WE ACT @ CCNY (West Har-
lem Environmental Justice @ CCNY)
and Lisa Lui from USG (Undergradu-
ate Student Government) were stu-
dents that went as well as Stanley Fritz,
NYPIRG project coordinator.

On March 10th students
from SER, ISO, SFJ, CAN, CARE,
Convent Collective and NYPIRG as

well as “independent parties” came to-
gether to discuss connecting, the edu-
cation movement. The Undergradu-
ate Student Government is making
great efforts to engage students in the
discussion of a proposal to raise the
student activity fee. The momentum
is continuing on campus as students
continue to raise their voices in the
fight for education.

By Oronde Tennant

Students at CUNY heeded
the call, in the face of tuition increases
and continued large-scale budget cuts
to our university, and organized with
others around the city to stop the dev-
astation of public education. With
atcempts to close 19 schools in New
York City and to eliminate free stu-
dent Metro Cards alongside the bud-
get cuts, the problem is grave indeed.

Gov. David Paterson has
proposed cuts of $104 million from
CUNY, decreases in funding for the
state’s Tuition Assistance Program
(TAP), elimination of grants like the
Vallone Scholarship, and tuition hikes

of several hundred dollars. All of this -

comes on top of cuts of $160 million
in the last two years, and a tuition
increase of $600 last spring. He has
also proposed the Higher Education
Empowerment and Innovation Act,
which would allow CUNY’s Board
of Trustees, composed of numerous
wcélthy business people, to increase
tuition rates as they please, without
state authorization. These austerity
measures were made particularly offen-
sive in light of the fact that CUNY’s
president Mathew Goldstein is receiv-
ing a $40,000 dollar raise, bringing his
annual salary to $580,000, in addition
to a 14% pay increase in November

Photos from: http://takethecity.wordpress.com

2008.

In New York City, a citywide
coalition of students from CUNY col-
leges as well as private universities such
as NYU and the New School, teach-
ers from the Grassroots Education
Movement, MTA transit workers, and
university staff took shape around the
fight to stop the budget cuts. In addi-
tion to stopping budget slashes, the
coalition demands that CUNY educa-
tion be upgraded and made available
to all high school graduates through
reinstatement of open admissions
policies. Furthermore, they demand
the elimination of tuition fees, that
resources for schools be increased not
cut, and that school closings, teacher
firings and pay cuts halt.

At City College, there was a
steady simmer of activity leading up to
March 4. As soon as the semester got
going, an ad-hoc coalition of student
groups, activist organizations, and stu-
dents frustrated by the growing finan-
cial pressure on them began meeting
weekly in the Morales-Shakur Center
to plan out the campus activities on
March 4th.

On March 4th, the group Stu-
dents for Educational Rights (SER)
held a musical event in the NAC ro-
tunda to grab the attention of the stu-
dent body for the downtown rallies.
Other activist groups such as the Inter-
nationdl Socialist Organization tabled
in the fotunda, and distributed flyers
for a post-March 4th town hall meet-
ing to keep momentum going. Many
students stopped, curious to know
what all the agitation was about. Some
were not aware of the serious attacks to
their education coming down the pike.
Yer, after talking o activists about the
cuts to CUNY, chanting with SER

i " continued on page 8


http://takethecity.wordpress.com

THE PAPER/ APRIL 2010

PAGE 7

Save A Life

The New York Organ Donor
Network serves 13 million people
who live in the greater New York met-
ropolitan area of New York City, Long
Island and the northern counties up
to Poughkeepsie. Currently, 18 people
die every day while waiting for a trans-
plant of a vital organ. As of February
26, 2010, there were 106,179 people
on the national waiting list (Organ
Procurement and Transplantation
Network). In New York State, more
than 9,300 people need life-saving or-
gan transplants and only 7,500 people
are listed as organ donors. The number
of people waiting for organ transplants
continues to climb each year at a faster
rate, while the number of organ do-
nors remains lower which only high-
lights the calamity of the situation.

It is important for New York
State residents to understand the value
of organ donation especially to people
of color. Did you know that Native
Americans are four times more likely
than Caucasians to suffer from diabe-
tes? Or that African American, Asian
and Hispanic people are three times
more likely than Caucasians to suffer
from kidney disease? Also, many Afri-
can Americans have high blood pres-
sure (hypertension) which can lead
to kidney failure (U.S. department of
Health & Human Services). Asking
someone to become an organ donor is
not easy. When people hear about or-

T EEEE R =
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gan donation, they are quite skeptical
to participate because of the rumors
and urban legends they hear and are
not true.

Some of the most common
misconceptions are:

o If someone agrees to donate their or-
gans, the attending physician or
emergency room staff won’t try to save
his/her life.
e Organ donation is against practiced
religion.

o If organs are donated — an open-cas-
ket funeral will not be possible

e Poor health and/ or weak eyesight —
excludes the individual from donating
his/her organs or tissues.

e The rich and powerful always seem
to move to the front of the line when
they need an donor organ. There’s no
way to ensure that my organs will go
to those who've waited the longest or
are the neediest.

There are many ways to help others or
a loved one in need for a transplant.
Anyone can be a potential donor; it’s
all a matter of finding out. Even some-
one who is alive can also donate an or-
gan to family member. Vital organs like
the kidneys and the liver can be trans-
planted to another person, increasing
the survival chance up to 75%. Just in
case you did not know, becoming an
organ and tissue donor is as simple as

adding the donor designation to your
driver’s license, learner’s permit or state
identification card. Come to the event
and find out more.

*One Donor...

eCan donate kidneys to free two
people from the dialysis treatments
needed to sustain life.

eCan save the lives of patients
awaiting heart, liver, lung or pan-
creas transplants.

eCan give sight to two people
through the donation of corneas.

¢Can donate bone to help repair in-
jured joints or to help save an arm
or leg threatened by cancer or other
illness.

eCan help burn victims heal more
quickly through donation of skin,
and provide healthy heart valves for
someone whose life is threatened by
malfunctioning or diseased valves.

¢Can give more than 50 people a
second chance at life!

MEC. "Film & Culfure Series
Preienta

The Black Panther Suite

TEERES T R R T T RS EEEEE N E R E R R R R

Date:

"Thursday, April 29,2010

Doors Open: 6:15 pm
Open Mic:
Film Begins: 7:00 pm

6:30 pm

Tasminea Woods

A New York City resident
and just one of many people in our
communities who have given the
generous gift of life to someone

_through organ and tissue dona-

tion. At the age of 18, Ms. Woods
donated one of her kidneys to her
grandmother, Wiletta Richardson,
who was then 73 and on dialysis.

Accordingto Tasminea:

“If there is a way that you can save a
life and still live a healthy life of your
own, then why not give it a try? It is
well worth it.”

Like Ms. Woods, you can
make a decision today to save the
life of a friend, family member, or
complete stranger.

Article Compiled By
ONE & ONE
COMMUNICATION

Location: Medgar Evers College Founders Auditorium
1650 Bedford Ave Brooklyn New York, 11225



PAGE 8

THE PAPER/ APRIL 2010

Hip Hop and the Occult: What’s Really Going On?

By Nathaniel Thomas

Since its creation, Hip Hop has intro-
duced and incorporated many new
trends, from shell-toed Adidas to iced
out medallions. These have been repre-
sented by one of Hip Hop’sielements,
the rap genre. Over time, we have seen
Hip Hop culture morph and shift into
many “altered ego” states from the era
of Black consciousness (i.e. Public En-
emy) to its cinematic and underground
Mafioso persona. As we've entered a
new decade, Hip Hop has taken on a
new persona, which is the mystery of
the “occult™

Hip Hop, at least for the last several
months, has been heavily using occult
symbolism as a form of stylistic cre-
ativity. We are bombarded with these
symbols via music videos and fashion
statements. Particular symbols consist
of “the eye and pyramid,” secret hand
gestures, the goat’s head (better known
in the occult as the “baphomet”), and
one symbol thatis being heavily used—
the skull and crossbones.

We see these occult symbols displayed
on clothing items such as belts, hats,
tee-shirts, and jackets. Also, these sym-
bols have been a part of a brewing con-
troversy because of their implemen-
tation, and the implications of their
meaning, in recently released videos
by Hip Hop artists such as Lil’ Wayne,
Jim Jones, and especially Jay Z. In this
article, I will briefly explain these oc-
cult symbols and then let you decide
what’s really going on in Hip Hop.
When many people see or hear the
word “occult’, they immediately asso-
ciate it with the word “evil.” In order to
understand the occult, we must under-
stand its meaning. The world “occult,”
by standard definition, means “hidden

continued from pg. 6
March 4th Rally

folks on the bullhorn, and writing
their demands for education on a huge

banner in the rotunda, about thirty

students showed up to head down-
town to the rallies. The group of pro-
testers shouted “Who's school?! Our
school!” from campus to the train sta-
tion. On the train, students solicited
riders for support in their campaign to
keep education accessible to all. They
appealed to them to join the protest
before gathering with the countless
other New Yorkers around the city to
defend our education.

It’s important to note that the
actions at City College were good steps

from view” or “secret.” So, for example,
if someone is hiding secrets from you,
he or she can be said to have “occult
knowledge”.

To start by looking back in history,
during the twelfth century, there was a
cabal that originally consisted of nine
men who were known as the Knights
Templar. This “secret society” became
extremely wealthy due to their protec-
tion services used by Kings and Popes.
They would hold bizarre rituals to
initiate new members into their or-
ganization, which consisted of blood
sacrifices, sodomy, and one that even
promised reviving a comrade who died
during battle. To perform this ritual,
the Templar believed that they only
needed a person’s skull and two bones
crossed in order to resurrect him from

the dead.

Many of the Knights Templar went
underground to avoid being captured,
beheaded, or burned at the stake.
While in hiding, many of them de-
cided to travel the seas to make their
living. They become mercenaries of
the sea, calling themselves “pirates.”
Their mission was to raid other ships
to ensure their wealth. These pirates
became the most feared at sea because
of their brutal force. They used intimi-
dation and fear by incorporating the
skull and two crossbones as their logo

in opening up the budget cuts fight to

~a broader layer of the student body,

though the turnout on March 4th,
overall, was small. The weekly City
College coalition meetings as well as
the town hall and the Day of Action
sharpened their political awareness,
got students involved in organizing
other students and communication
and strategizing for unified action.

To keep up momentum and
develop the movement at City Col-
lege, we may look to the successes of
student actions in California. UC stu-
dentsand staffare fighting back against
a proposed 32% tuition increase for
UC students and large-scale layoffs of
university employees. In an economy
as deeply troubled as America’, there’s

on a flag, raising it high enough for op-
posing ships to see.

To this day, there are organizations that
claim to be descendents of the Knights
Templar, such as the “Freemasons” and
the infamous Yale University frater-
nity group which, by no coincidence,
is named “Skull and Bones.” Skull and
Bones is a secret society referred to by
some as the American version of the
“INluminati” It is rumored that they
simulate the same bizarre rituals for
new initiates.

The skull and bones symbol was first
adopted by heavy metal/rock bands.
It became controversial when its expo-
sure by the Hip Hop culture was seen
in part as some sign of allegiance, but
to whom remains a secret. So, is it a
mere coincidence that in Jay Z's video
“On To the Next One,” there’s a per-
son dressed in an all-white costume
holding swords representing a Knight
Templar? Can Hip Hop be sending a
message and alerting us that the “se-
cret” is finally out? Or can this just be
another endeavor to add to Hip Hop’s
creativity?

Another occult symbol displayed in
Hip Hop is the “all-seeing eye” and
pyramid. These symbols have also
been used to also show allegiance to
some sort of “movement” going on in
Hip Hop. For years we thought that
Jay Zs Rocafella records hand gesture
was the symbol of a diamond shape. It
turns out to be a representation of a
pyramid with the person using the left
eye to look through it. The “all-seeing
eye” can also be found on the back of
the one dollar bill and on such corpo-
rate logos as AOL Time Warner and
Columbia Broadcasting Station.

In ancient Egyptian mythologies, the
eye is present in the stories of Isis,

litcle likelihood that many of UC’s
poor and working-class students will
be able to stay in school if the already
heavy tuition fees of $7,788 are raised
to the proposed $10,280 next year.

At UC Santa Cruz, a student
strike on March 4th shut down the
campus for the entire day, energiz-
ing students on a mass level to take
further action to defend their educa-
tion. They did this with a small core
of people who actively organized for
months beforehand. Aside from suc-
cessful militant actions last semester,
this semester they created large study
groups called “How to Win A strike,”
discussing successful workers strike
tactics from history. Strike Commit-
tee meetings were advertised publi-

Osiris, Set and Horus (also known
as Ra). It was also used in such secret
societies as the Freemasons, the Ordo
Templi Orientis, the Order of the
Golden Dawn, and the infamous II-
luminati.

If we go back to the lyrics of Mobb
Deep’s Prodigy on L.L. Cool J’s hit
“I Shot Ya,” what was Prodigy talk-
ing about when he said “secret societ-
ies trying to keep an eye on me,” and
what “eye” was he referring too? Also,
why do so many rap artists implement
the Rocafella hand gesture even if they
are not affiliated with the label? Even
those who are not affiliated with Hip
Hop throw up this gesture, such as Bill
Gates and Madonna.

Aleister Crowley, the most famous oc-
cultist, has a well-known quote—“Do
as thou wilt shall be the whole of the
law”—that was printed on the sweat
hoody Jay Z was wore on the set of his
“Run this Town” video and at Yankee
Stadium. Crowley’s work also adopted
theall-seeing eye and pyramid symbols,
as well as the hand gesture depicting a
goat’s head, know as the “baphomet”
We have secen the baphomet gesture
used by such Hip Hop artists as Kanye
West, Beyonce, Rihanna, Jim Jones,
and again, Jay Z.

So what do all these symbols mean?
What are they trying to tell us? Or better
yet, what are we not supposed to know ?
It’s easy for us to say that it’s no secret
because these symbols are displayed now
almost everywhere in Hip Hop. The
secret is not the symbols themselves but
it’s the meanings behind these symbols
that are the most important. Surpris-
ingly, it may not be intended for us to
know. Like Jay Z said, “It’s a secret so-
ciety; all we ask is trust...”

cally, and began drawing new students
long before March 4th. The organizers
created a strike pledge campaign that
committed countless students to join
the strikers’ picket lines. They reached
out in solidarity. to student organiza-
tions and anti-racist groups on cam-

~ pus, and made connections to univer-

sity urlions on campus, without whom,
they claim, the strike would not have
been possible.

These are tactics that any and
all student activists and organizers
should look to emulate as the struggle
heats up at CUNY. We have the pow-
er to get our education back, and that
power must be organized.

By Sam Kimball
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Parenthood on the Hil
talks Student Aid Amendment

By Olga Sanjurjo

The new Health Care

bill was passed this month after

a year of debate, disinformation,
“tea bagging protests and lobby-
ing. The results are confusing and
disappointing to say the least. As
a healthcare worker and parent [
am in support of a national single
payer system and was greatly dis-

turbed at the removal of the pubhc

option from the bill. However,
despite disappointments it was
encouraging to learn of the changes
made to federal student loans via
the student aid initiative attached
to the healthcare bill.

Federal subsidies that once went

to banks to provide student loans -

will be used for direct loans to
students. Of the money saved by
the federal government’s direct
loan program, approximately $36
billion would go to Pell grants
increasing it from $5500 to $5975
and changes in income eligibil-
ity requirements will facilitate
educational access. Students and
parents can borrow directly from
the federal government at lower
interest rates and with a decrease
in minimum payment from 15% to
10% of monthly income.
Although banks would still
be allowed to sell student loans,

the government will not subsidize
them. Essentially, the middleman
has been removed. In addition, $4
billion in funding will be made
available to community colleges
and historically Black colleges.
Critics include the banking
industry and their Republican al-
lies who argue that choice is being
taken away from families. How-
ever, with the public’s decreased
confidence in the banks lending
practices and 'the increase in grant
money to students, many see this
over hall as a much-needed alterna-
tive. .
But don’t sigh of relief just
yet! As with most things govern-
mental, these changes will not go

into effect for a few years. We are
still in a budget crisis and must
keep the pressure on to maintain
all CUNY and SUNY accessible
and affordable. The dismantling of
Open Admissions, remedial classes
and increasing tuition shows that
public education is under attack;
the access and opportunity that
once existed is dwindling.

With the increasing eco-
nomic recession and unemploy-
ment public university offers
options. Many adults are returning
to school looking to re-train and
become more competitive in a
difficult job market. This new bill
will only be helpful if institutions
continue to remain affordable.

Banned Books

One, who assumes that times when certain books were prohibited from reading are long over, is mistaken.
In the year 1650-the first book was banned in America, things do not differ that much in the literature world aside from the fact that books became available
in electronic form. But what books are banned or censored one ¢ may and should ask. Banned books are controversial books that are challenged by government,

religious organizations and individuals.

In the past, these books were burned and, even, possessing them was seen as an act of betrayal or heresy, which was punished with death, torture, or prison time

in some cases

According to the American Lnbrary Association (ALA), in 2006, there were 546 attempts to ban books from the shelves, The attempts were formally written
complaints filed in libraries or schools requesting the removal from shelves of certain books because of their claimed i mappropnateness The ALA also reported
that so far books were usually challenged or banned based on political, religious, sexual, or social grounds.

The American Library Association reported to the Office of Intellectual Freedom in 2008 that out of 513 challenges the 10 most challenged titles were:
eAnd Tango Makes Three by Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell
Reasons: anti-ethnic, anti-family, homosexuality, religious viewpoint, and unsuited to any age group
oHis Dark Materials a trilogy, by Philip Pullman

Reasons: political viewpoint, religious viewpoint, and violence

oTTYL; TTEN; L8R, G8R (series), by Lauren Myracle

Reasons: offensive language, sexually explicit, and unsuited to age group
eScary Stories (series), by Alvin Schwartz

Reasons: occult/satanism, religious viewpoint, and violence

oBless Me, Ultima, by Rudolfo Anaya

Reasons: occult/satanism, offensive language, religious viewpoint, sexually explicit, and violence

o The Perks of Being a Wallflower, by Stephen Chbosky

Reasons: drugs, homosexuality, nudity, offensive language, sexually explicit, suicide, and unsuited to age group

«Gossip Girl (series), by Cecily von Ziegesar
Reasons: offensive language, sexually explicit, and unsuited to age group
«Uncle Bobby's Wedding, by Sarah S. Brannen

Reasons: homosexuality and unsuited to age group

o The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hgsseini

Reasons: offensive language, sexually explicit, and unsuited to age group

eFlashcards of My Life, by Charise Mericle Harper
Reasons: sexually explicit and unsuited to age group

Although some titles we find today in libraries or in books stores are not considered controversial to you now, that might change soon. Without our interven-
tion they might disappear from shelves forever becausc as soon as books are banned or challenged, they are not printed anymore and “magically” removed from

shelves.

Therefore, the ALA every year, through its Banned Books Week event, encourages people, both young and adult to grab the banned books and get mvolvcd with
the issue by staying inform, organizing a Banned Book event or spread the word about affairs.
More ideas on how to get involved can be found on www.ala.org,

Compiled By Agnieszka Rybak
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Natural Hair Theory

Being an active participant of the
newly formed Black Student Union
at City College, has allowed me to
befriend a group of people I may not
have met otherwise on my academic
path here. One day as we were all sit-
ting down for an enlightening and
rather relaxed meeting, we started to
speak amongst ourselves about what
one of our peers deemed the “Natural
Hair Theory.” Slightly confused, most
of us asked him to expand on what he
meant by this particular theory. He
basically stated that a professor (of col-
or), granted higher grades to students
with processed hair than students with
natural hair. Although most individu-
als at the meeting, including myself,
found this to be near preposterous,
my peer was completely adamant and
started spewing what he believed to be
reasons and proofs for his assertions.
We certainly laughed and debated
the matter and in my mind I began
to get to the fundamentals of this is-
sue. My peer was basically stating that
he had found a direct correlation;
‘African American students with pro-
cessed hair —which includes me—had
received higher grades than African
American students with un-processed
hair, in that particular class. He ex-
plained that this was not a matter of
gender, because both female and male
students with processed hair were sub-
jected to the same bias. After feeling a
bit offended, since this insinuated that
I did not completely earn my grade
with intelligence but with my hair
choices, I channeled my feelings into
a sense of empowerment. Empower-
ment for myself and for whoever else
is reading this. :

The bottom line is that most
of my peers in the Black Student

Union have gorgeous natural hair:
beautiful locks, luxurious braids, eye
catching afros...etc. It’s all beautiful to
me. On the other hand, I have relaxed
and color treated hair. I completely
understand and am aware of the ‘Af-
rican American desire to get back to
“roots’, so to speak, when it comes to
hair and not falling victim to the Euro-
pean standards of beauty...Trust me! I

totally get it and respect it completely.
Like so many other women I love to .

change my hair, simply because I get
bored easily—no deeper or more phil-

“osophical reason. I've rocked perms,
P p

braids, color, cuts, twists, extensions,
natural, pressed, weaves, curls and am
toying around with the idea of locking
my hair someday in the future. You
name the style and I probably had it
at some point or want it at some point
in time. I must say from my own per-
sonal experience, that I have never felt
more “Black” when rockin’ braids or
twists than I do when rockin’ a perm
or a weave because I recognize that the
lietle follicles on the top of my head
can never define who I am as an Afri-
can’ American women in this society.
I realized all this as a teenager when
I saw my beautiful mother encounter
cancer and eventually lose most of her
hair to chemo therapy and radiation,
the hair that I prided her beauty on.
That is when I realized; she was beau-
tiful with a full head of hair and she
was even more beautiful with a bald
one. That situation gives me my stance
when I say that hair is just not that
serious. I made a vow . to mysclf that I
would never let it characterize me as a
woman or a person of color. That is the
ideology that I am challenging in this
piece—the notion that to be “Black”
to many African Americans means

youy hair HAS to look a certain way—
has to be “Black” as well. In ways I feel

as though my opinions and passions

are deemed slightly irrelevant than my
fellow sisters who have natural hair. It
is as if I do not fit the mold of what a
true “sistah” ought to look like, speak
like, or live like. My Sist ‘er’ India Arie
said it best when she sang: “I am not
my hair, I am not this skin, I am not
your expectations, no...”

In many ways, I feel as though
too many African Americans believe
that if you have natural hair, you are
automatically “Blacker”,
clined and/ or more passionate to the
cause for Black peoplé. Unintention-
ally and other times intentionally,
Black folks over the years have made
me feel as though I am somehow less
“Black” because I refer to my fellow
woman, as my “sister” and not my “sis-
tah.” I always manage to feel belittled
when I read the reactions of people
when I say I live in Long Island at
times. The Hamptons are always the
first place that comes to mind but I
definitely do not live in the Hamp-
tons. As though living in L.I. strips me
of some element of my experience as
a Black woman. I throw out the fact
that I lived in Harlem and
for a while as well, in an effort to get
more respect and credibility as a Black
woman. The fact that I feel the need
to do that is problematic. Although I
do not get this all too much anymore,
I do remember times growing up hear-
ing that I spoke “White” because I was
well spoken and articulate—a whole
other issue. People do not overtly say
this to me any longer, I still get “in-
nocently” teased by peers and friends
I say an “urban” word, in a way that is
not “Black” enough, and then I ques-

more in-

Queens

tion whether I should be saying it at
all.

Essentially, all Black is beau-
tiful to me. We have foughr tirelessly
and continue to do so to not be hastily
labeled by our skin tones. Of course,
we want the world to see our skin tones
but at the same token we do not wish
to be solely categorized by them either.
Yet ironically we are perpetuating this
amongst ourselves with this hair issue,
by putting each other in an unwarrant-
ed box, just as others have been doing
to us. As long as we are equipped with
the right understandings then I feel
as though we should be entitled and
respected for our decisions about our
image. The “Natural Hair Theory”
seems preposterous to me on different
levels—the most problematic to me is
the fact that once again we have felt
the need distinguish ourselves from
each other. Light skinned vs. Dark
skinned, now Natural Hair vs. Pro-
cessed Hair. At the end of the end of
a day, when a woman with processed
hair and another with unprocessed
hair is walking dowrr the street side
by side, fortunately or unfortunately
(depending on your perception), we
are all looked at as Black People (no
distinction is made). We are still go-
ing through a similar struggle, we just
look a little different while doing so.
Whether I'm rockin’ beautiful brown

locks or if my strands are flowing from

a fresh wash and set, intrinsically and
fundamentally Tam still the same beau-
tiful Black woman with the same pas-
sions for my people— I certainly see
that. It’s disheartening when another
Black person can’t see that as well.

By Sophia Vilceus

continued from page 2
Innocence Lost

I remember when I was young it took

a village to raise a child. If a child

misbehaved the whole community

stepped in” to educate and direct

that one child. The worst parts of -
American culture seem todictate new
standards to our adults and youth

alike. The worst parts of American

culture seem to have removed the

innocence from our youth; forcing

them into an adult-like roles ata very -
youngage. Whoistoblame? Parents?

Media? Technology? The education

system? Our youth? Freedom? An

exaggerated form of freedom? Or.is

it all of these combined?

I do not write this to judge or blame
but rather to find solutions; solutions
to help our youth heal today, so they

can lead tomorrow. I write this with

love. I believe that our youth are only
as strong as our adults. However, I ask

' when today’s’ babies are having babies

and parents are no longer parents, how
our next generation becomes a Barack
Obama, a Sonya Sotomayor, or their
own version of an educated, respectful
and successful adule?

Share your story, pbem or news
with The Paper! Email us at
harlembomeland@gmail.com
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Latinos & N word

We are all of African Descent...
Stop the Madness!

There is an increasing use of
the N-word today, which has a long
history of creating and maintaining
violent racism against African Amer-
icans. This problem of this word’s
frequent use, especially among Afri-
can American youth, is already being
dealt with and debated within the
community. However, the word has
been co-opted by other groups, par-
ticularly Latino youth in our urban
centers.

So if this is the first time
those of you, my Latino broth-
ers and sisters, are being addressed
about this, then let me be the first to
inform you: it’'s wrong to use it and
you need to stop!!! It is disturbing
that young Latinos are incorporat-
ing this language, which can rein-
force the negative racial stereo-types
long associated with it. Furthermore,
this vocal act internally poisons your
own original heritage of Blackness,
and it’s an attack on African Ameri-
cans around you.

There are many of us Latinos
who feel an affinity with our Afri-
can American brothers and sisters
through our shared history as people
of color and oppressed people. We
have common struggles and inter-
ests. We are getting it twisted if we

equate corporate Hip Hop culture—
that utilizes the N-word and negative
images to sell music, clothes, and an
“urban image”—rto African Ameri-
can culture, and that by incorporat-
ing those negative stereotypes we are
adopting African American culture.

African American history is
American history and it is rich with
traditions, language, spirituality, and
cultural ties that have made all of our
lives fuller. If we want to learn and
incorporate this beautiful history
because we are living in this country
and there is solidarity amongst us,
using the N-word is not the way to
do that.

As far as those who claim
an entitlement to use the N-word
because they are also of African de-
scent and- their respective countries
used slave labor, I urge you to go into
your own annals of history. Would
you use the terms that your former
slave masters used on your great-
grandparents? It would be interest-
ing to hear Puerto Rican men calling
each other griffo and moyos, or Do-
minicans calling each other cocolos.
Does that sound appealing?

What if big Hip Hop artists
(Jay Z, Naz, 50 cent, Little Wayne,
Fat Joe) began to incorporate slave
language from Colombia, - Cuba,
Puerto Rico, Venezuela, and the Do-
minican Republic into their music,

popularized it, and everyone started
saying it? We'd be adopting these
terms that turned our grandparent’s
stomachs...

We Latinosare of African De-
scent. All the nations of the Western
Hemisphere, from Canada to Tierra
del Fuego, were filled with Africans
forcibly taken from their homelands
and inflicted with violence, raped,
kidnapped, beaten, murdered, disre-
spected. We were called names while
suffering unemployment, displace-
ment, homelessness, statelessness,
forgetting, manhandling, disappear-
ances... Get the picture?

We share a space in this col-
lege, community, and country with
our own people—their slave mas-
ters spoke English while ours spoke
Spanish or Portuguese .They were
called niggers while we were called
griffo and cocolo. These words were
used to keep us separate, to remind
us that the African part of us was the
slave part of us. We continue to be
taught to believe that the Black part
of us is the bad part and struggle
with self-hatred in our own Latino
community with the reality of our
Blackness.

African Americans are work-
ing to open more dialogue and en-
lighten the social institutions that
control images and language. Many
aim to challenge people to under-

stand the history and purpose of
the N-word, and why it shouldn’t be
popularly used. When Latinos also
say it, instead of coming together,
the word drives us further apart. The
unity of our communities is from
common struggles, experiences, vic-
tories, and understanding. We are
not each other’s “niggas!” just like
we are not each other’s “spics, chinks,
kike, cooloe!” Instead, we can be
each other’s brothas, sistas, homies,
comrades, playas, and boos...
Challenge yourself to be bet-
ter. At the very least, understand that
you are in someone else’s house—our
enslaved ancestors created the wealth
for the Spanish, Portuguese, French,
and their white descendents in our
home countries. We are in the land
of the African American whose slave
ancestors built the wealth of this na-
tion in which we live. If even one
African American tells you that the
use of the N-word is offensive that
should be enough for you to stop.
We are in a college and broader so-
ciety with access to knowledge, his-
tory, and science. Should we not also
learn compassion, common courtesy,
solidarity, fairness, and dignity?

From your Sista
Olga Sanjurjo

Peace!

Celebrate
Poetry Month

Hard Daddy

By Langston Hughes

I went to ma daddy,

Says Daddy I got the blues.
Went to ma daddy,

Says Daddy I have got the blues.
Ma daddy says, Honey,

Can’t you bring no better news?

I cried on his shoulder but
He turned his back on me.
Cried on his shoulder but
He turned his back on me.
He said a woman’s cryin’s
Never gonna bother me.

I wish I had wings to

Fly like the cagle flies.

Wish I had wings to

Fly like the eagle flies.

I'd fly on ma man an’

I'd scratch out both his eyes.

Seduction
By Nikki Giovanni

one day

you gonna walk in this house
and i'm gonna have on a long African
gown
you'll sit down and say “The Black...”

and i'm gonna take one arm out

your state of undress
and knowing you you'll just say
“Nikki,

. b ] . . >’)
isn’t this counterrevolutionary...?

then you-not noticing me at all-will say “What about

this brother...”

and i'm going to be slipﬁing it over my head
and you'll rapp on about “The revolution...”
while i rest your hand against my stomach

you'll go on-as you always do-saying

“Ijust can’t dig...”

while 'm moving your hand up and down

and 1’ll be licking your arm

and “The way I see it we ought to...”

and unbuckling your pants

“And what about the situation...”
and taking your shorts off

then you'll notice

>
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On Campus Events! Your presence is needed!

HIT OF THE NY FRINGE FESTIVAL 2009!
04/12 6:00PM

Book Talk: Equal: Women Reshape American Law.
Fred Strebeigh presented by CWE and W.W. Norton & Company.

4/13 12:30PM Faculty dining room
FIGHTING FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES IN “LIBERAL” NEW YORK. Chris Dunn from the
New York Civil Liberties Union delivers this year’s BOUDIN lecture sponsored by the Political

Science Dept. on racial profiling, police stop-and-frisk of Black and Latino youth and ﬁ ﬁ w ﬁ W ‘w EE % W @

violations of protestors’ rights.

04/22 — 04/24 3:00PM ‘ "GOOD DIRTY FUN.

Let Sp.irit.: SPcak! Cultural ]ourncys'through the African Diaspora PERFORMED WITH STARTLING ELEGANCE. "

Interdisciplinary Conference organized by Prof. Vanessa K. Valdés. Wi nzw VA TIMDS

Presentations to be given in English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish.
ot o Lo “TRULY FABULOUS - DISGUSTINGLY

4/29 12:00-2:00PM | ”
Annual Children’s Art Sale - NAC Rotunda.
Hosted by City College Child Development Center and The City College pre-school ! ‘ a

children! “THE TIMES, LORDON

For more info on these campus events and more visit The City College web page!

% Govennmem
ELECTIONS

2010-2011 ACADEM!B ’(EM ~ STUDENT GOVERNMENT
ELECTIONS WILL TAKE PLACE ON ;
Tuesday, Aprif 20th
‘Wednesday, Aprif 21st.
Thursday, April 22nd
Each Uay at 10:00am-8:00pm

. NAC Rotunda

,Bn vou havawhat makesm lead and mwmﬂmewmswdmﬁ Body?
CBtutlent Covernment leaders: i

s Advocate for students’ rights. Shegtin

*  Represent the needs and interests of the CCN Y Studem Body £

* Ensure fair allocation of students’ fees. g

. Play a criticat role in the deve!opment of campus rmftcses

‘_ 6PA & Eligibility ﬂaquirmnams for Studem Government candidates
LSl R G el e PR Bl LTE  USG Executive Office: GPA of 2.0 or better
e et L LR o a GSC Councilor: GPA of 3.0 or bettar

- Students must be enrolled in a degree or credit-bearing program at the coliege.
| inorderto s eryg eac ty semester, a student must have conipleted and earned passing
grades in gt l8ast 50% of the credits for which they registered the prior semester, but
in rio event jess than & credits.
L M Undergraduate students: completion of at least 12 credits prior to elections
M Graduate students: Complstion of at least 3 credits prior to elections.

wRpcNT ?Jl! A 5‘

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OF STUDENT [ | R [= ow o Rl 8

LIFE AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT IN NAC 1/210 I —
{ THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF THE APPLICATIONS 1S MARCH 26,2010,

fad e EO8
o

| 'MAKE SURE T0 STOP BY AND PICK ONE UP! TICKETMASTER.COM or 212-307-4100

18 MINETTA LANE
www.éééma'wd,f om



http://TICKITMASTER.COM
http://www.666tomedy.(om

