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REVIVE BLACK HISTORY.

Lecture and discussion with author Dr. Joy DeGruy, moderated by City College of NY
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Black Studies professor Herb Boyd on Tuesday, February 16th, at 12:30pm. Event will be
in the Aronow Theatre. More details on page 7.

Feeling For Haiti

Sophia Vilceus

The earthquake that shook the small Caribbean island of
Haiti on Tuesday January 12th, 2010, also shook hearts
around the world. It is said to be the most powerful the
small country has felt in over 200 years.

OnJanuary 1st, 1804, Haitibecame thefirstfree republic of
theworld.lronically,sincethispartofherhistory,itseemsas
though Haiti has still been searching for her authentic”in-
dependence”—independencefrompoorlyfashionedgov-
ernment,andindependencefromextremepoverty,amongst
amultitude of other entities. Even more paradoxical is the
fact that it seems as though she will need to be heavily
dependent on other countries until she can get back on
her feet.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Page 3 - Honoring Percy E. Sutton &
Howard Zinn

Page 5 - Fashion: The Column

The earthquake that rocked the self-sufficient island left
countlessbabiesinorphanages, motherswith buried chil-
dren, as well as well as the Haitian community in other
partsoftheworldfrantically callingtheirisland togetword
onthe fate of their loved ones. The word tragedy does not
evenbegintoadequately portraythegrave”natural”disas-
terthathashitthese peopleofresiliency.Although precise
statistics are almostimpossible at this point, itis predicted
that thousands upon thousands of Haitians will be dead.
Thesafeststatementhasbeenthat“therehasbeenaserious
loss of life”

WewatchedfordaysastheheroesandsheroesofHaitiused
theirbare handsto pull outloved ones as wellascomplete
strangersoutoftherubbleofbrokencementedhomesand
buildings because of the lackof machinery they had at the
time. We watched faithful people pray their way through
thishorridsituationandclingonto hopefordayswhilethe
situationseemedabsolutelyhopeless.We sawtriumphant
miraculousstoriesofpeoplewalkingoutofbuildings,some
withoutevenascratch,afterbeingtrappedunderrubblefor

Page 6 - With the Census, there are worst
things than being called a “negro”

Page 7 - Post-Traumatic Slave Syndrome, A Review

days.Wealsowitnessedabsolutedevastationaswesawdead
bodiesonthestreetasthoughtheyweresubhuman.We've
seenitall,yetweareallassuredthattheagonywewitnessed
on CNN and other venues do not even compare to the
agony the people in Haiti face and will continue to face.

Timesoftragedyseemtoalwayssimultaneouslybecomea
timeofreflection;weponder,wequestion,werationalize...
we reflect.

These pastfewdays,asaHaitian-Americanyoungwoman,
Ihavebeenattemptingtotakeslowandsteadysipsofwater,
trying to swallow this tough pill of seeing a people, MY
peopleinastate ofanguish, panic,and unimaginable pain
andfear. As we all watch the news, read the papers,go on-
line, and converse with one another we all feel something,
andthatinitselfisanartthatwehavelostsomewherealong
the line... truly feeling.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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FEELING FOR HAITI CONT.

During this time of reflection for me, the corridors of my
mind took me back to my childhood, particularly Sunday
morningswhenbothmyparentswhoemigrated fromHai-
ti decades ago, would go to church, grab some patties on
the way back from church from the local Haitian bakery,
and grab the Haitian Paper and read it as we munched on
beef, chicken, or fish patties in the early afternoon.

| now realize the significance of them and many other
Haitian Americans doing that on Sunday mornings. They
did not pick up the “Times” or the “Daily News"...they
picked up papers like the “Haitian Observator”, for one
imperativereason,tostayconnectedtohome.Assignificant
as that was, | realized just now as | am writing this piece
something even more stark; those kinds of Sunday morn-
ingsended atsome pointovertheyearsandldid noteven
realize it. This brings me to a main point—we as people
(not only Haitian Americans in particular, but people in
general) have lost touch with Haiti, lost that sense of con-
nection and ittook thistremendous calamity for usto pick
back up a Haitian newspaper.

RealizingthescopeofhowHaitihasbeenneglectedovertheyears,
the world feels as though they just cannot be idle any longer. For
the first time in a long time, | feel as though the world is actually
feeling again.

As my wise Haitian grandmother always says to me when trying
to get me through a tough time or occurrence:“Le dommage est
déja fait”translated: The damage is already done. In other words,
nowthatthis catastrophe hashit, itistimetoreact. Wearealltrying
to find the most effective ways to help the survivors and rebuild
Haiti. As students, as many of you may also feel, | feel as though |
amabletodosomuch,yetsolittle. Therealityis, atthis point,even
a little bit goes a long way. Look at how texting has dramatically
giventothiscause.Whowouldhavethought?Withallthenegative
backlashyoungpeoplegetfortexting, wecertainlydidsomething
revolutionary with our smart phones, and ought to be proud.

Weknowaboutthe moremainstreamfoundationssuchastheRed
Cross and Wyclef's “Yele” who are doing amazing things for the
peopleofHaiti,however,itisimportanttounderstandthathereon
the Campus of CCNY, we are extremely active. There is no reason
forthestudentbodytofeelasthoughtheydonothaveamplemeans
to make a contribution. Countless organizations at CCNY like
the newly formed Black Student Union and the Haitian Student
Organization are a part of the cause. On the college’s homepage,
under “News and Events” there are links that can direct you to
even more resources—use them! We need students to donate to
bloodbanksandorganizefoodandclothingdrivesforthepeoplein
Haiti. We cannot allow Haiti to become old news once again; even
after the stories of Haiti on the news station diminish, the people
still will need our helpin surviving, rebuilding, and sustaining life.

Whether it's sending another text message, donating supplies or
money, walking a fellow Haitian American friend to our Wellness
and Counseling Center for some consoling, or simply liftingup a
prayer, Haiti needs all the help she can get at this point. She needs
forustoponder,question, rationalizeandreflect,butaboveall,she
needs us to feel for her again. We've been out of touch for far too
long and it's time to pick up that Sunday newspaper once again.
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Letter to the Editors

GovernorPatersonhasproposedthatCUNYandSUNYbeper-
mittedtoraisetuitionwithouttheStateLegislature’sapproval.
Thisisahugenewstep.The CUNYBoardofTrusteeswillgive
itsblessingtoanytuitionhikethechancellorasksfor,andany
brakesthelegislaturemightapplywillbegone Withinafewyears,
manystudentscouldfindthattuitionhasgrownsohighthatthey
can't afford to go to college.

Tobe sure, the tuition hikes would be limitedto 2and 1/2
timestherolling5-yearaverageoftheHigherEducationindex.
Thisindexhasaveraged4%overthelast5years.Assumingthe
indexremainsaboutthesame,CUNY couldraisetuitionabout
10%ayear.Howcanlow-incomestudentskeepupwiththat?|
don'texpectTAPtokeeppace,andanystudentwhomustattend
part-time(andthereforereceivesnoTAP)isreallygoingtobehurt.

Thegovernor'splanalsowouldallowtheuniversitiestocharge
differentialtuitionfordifferentprograms.Thispolicyalsowould
raise tuition for many students.

Students,faculty,andstafftendtofocusoneachyear’stuition
increaseasasingle,isolatedevent.Thisapproachhasoccasionally
enabledustopreventtheworsttuitionhikes.Butwealsoneedto
addressgeneralpolicieslikethisnewproposaltoallowCUNYand
SUNY to set their own tuition.

Officially,thetuitionproposalispartofthe"HigherEducation
EmpowermentandinnovationAct/lurgeeveryonewhowants
tokeepCUNYopentolow-incomestudentstoopposeit.Please
write your local state assembly person or state senator.

Bill Crain
Professor of Psychology
ext. 5650

Make The Paper
YOUR paper!

Wewelcome new leadersinterestedin
social journalism at CCNY.

We want to hear from you!

Please submit articles, letters, and
creative works to the editors for
consideration.

Email or Call:
HarlemHomeland@gmail.com
212-650-5029

Office Location:
NAC 1/118

‘Students and Clubs:
Promote your events here!

Harlem Businesses and Cultural

Centers: i
Advertise with us to reach out to the college

“community and surrounding area for a
reasonable rate!

The Paper

The City College of New York
138th Street & Convent Ave.
NAC 1/118

New York, NY 10031

Phone: 212-650-5029

Fax: 212-650-5022

Email: thepaper@ccny.cuny.edu
Website: www.ccnythepaper.com

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Tagiyya Haden

MANAGING EDITOR
Olga Sanjuro

LAYOUT EDITOR
Ricardo Paredes

COPY EDITOR
Dean James
Conor Tomas Reed

FACULTY ADVISORS
Professor Herb Boyd
Dr. R. L'Heureux Lewis

STAFF WRITERS
Marc W. Polite
Sparkle Sterling
Sophia Vilceus

OUR MISSION

Foroverfortyyears, ThePaperhasservedas
amediumthroughwhichstudents,faculty,
andmembersofthelocalcommunitycan
communicate.

As a publication for people of African
descent, The Paper focuses on pertinent
issues facing the Black and Latino
community as well as issues that are
of relevance to people of all races and
ethnicities.

In addition, thisBublication isavaluable
resource for CCNY students and faculty
for information on everything from
scholarships to job opportunities. With
increasedmembershipandsupportfrom
thestudentbody, ThePaperwillcontinue
to serve CCNY and the surrounding
community.
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Honrlng Percy E. Sutton
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A Student’s Homage
to Howard Zinn
- Conor Tomas Reed

The movement for social justice in the United States lost
oneofitsmostspectacularlyinspiringvoiceswiththedeath
of the historian, playwright, and activist Howard Zinn on
January 27, 2010. In the words of left-wing writer Dave
Zirin, “With his death, we lose a man who did nothing less
than rewrite the narrative of the United States. We lose a
historian who also made history.”

Zinn is best known as the author of The People’s History
ofthe United States, the two million-sold and now-classic
text that illustrates how the actions of ordinary people—
notpoliticiansandtheupperclass—havebeenthemotors
of positive change in history. This book, which was one of
myfirst (and best) introductionstoaradical interpretation

_ of this country’s history, chose to take the side of the op-

pressed,theexploited,theoverworkedandunderfed.ltwas
theHarrietTubmansandJohnBrownswhoabolishedslav-
ery, the Haymarket martyrs who died for the 8-hour work-
day,thestudentssittinginatlunch-counterswhoeventually
smashed segregation.

I hugely admired this historian who refused to claim an
“objective” stance in his life and work. Indeed, Zinn'’s au-
tobiography, entitled You Can't Be Neutral on a Moving
Train,encapsulateshisclearpositionasapoliticalwriterand
his urging for us citizens to directly lead the improvement
of our lives. He, like his readership, was of a working-class
background.Heworkedonshipyardsafterhighschool,was
a pilot in World War Il and came out of it a tireless orga-
nizeragainstwar.Hewaslikeallofus,andrememberedthat

in his analyses and efforts.

To the College and the Community:

nbehalfofourfaculty, studentsand staff, wouldlike

toexpressour sincerest condolences on the passing
of a true friend of The City College of New York, Percy
E.Sutton.Though he hailed from Texas, where he was the
youngest of 15 children, he embodied the City College
experience, rising from a modest background to achieve
prominence in both public service and business. In 1995,
The College honored him for his service to The City of
New York and, especially, the Harlem community, by
awarding himthe degree Doctorate of Law, honoris causa.

Overtheyears, Mr.Sutton was a constant supporter of The
Collegeandachampionofourmission of providing access
toexcellenceforNewYork'sdiverse populations.AsaState
Assemblymaninthe 1960s, Mr.Sutton playeda pivotalrole
inenactinglegislationwhichestablishedtheSEEKprogram
at City College. In 2003, he was inducted into the City
College chapter of Chi Alpha Epsilon, a National Honor
Society for SEEK students.

After college, Zinn's first teaching position was in the his-
torically Black women's college in Georgia, Spelman Col-
lege,whereheinfluencedthenovelist AliceWalkeramong
many other students to join the Civil Rights struggle. He
supported the newly formed Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee by writing the book SNCC: The New
Abolitionists, and by joining his students for sit-ins and
marches for racial equality. In fact, Zinn was fired from his
position in 1963 because he sought to show his students
thathistoryshould not berelegatedtothe dusty page, but
shaped by our participation in it.

Decades later, | too was exhilarated by Zinn's continued
active role in movements. This exciting historian seemed
to have written a book for each step in my own political
development.Whenlbegantoseriouslycritiquethepolice,
courts,andprisonsinsociety,ldiscoveredhiseditedanthol-

el

We at City College valued his counsel and his efforts
to strengthen bonds between the College and Harlem
community.Hisgenerosityextendedtosharinghispersonal
recollections to help the College produce documentaries
on the Tuskegee Airmen, with whom he served during
World War II, and on the Harlem Renaissance. Harlem,
New York and America have lost a true leader, a figure
whose determination and generosity of spirit will always
inspire us.

President Paaswell

The Paper photo archives

ogy Justice in Everyday Life: The Way It Really Works. His
Artists in Times of Warshowed me that art can be its most
compelling when it takes radical social stands. His Disobe-
dience and Democracy: Nine Fallacies on Law and Order
convinced me thatpoor peoplfe who are jailed for protest-
ing can ultimately be mightier than the laws that seek to
keep them down and out. His Vietnam: The Logic of With-
drawalinstructed me on how to make arguments for the
U.S. to immediately withdraw from Iraq and Afghanistan
sothesecountries’peoplecandeterminetheirownfutures.

Butmostsignificantly, I thank Howard Zinn for being akey
inspiration why I'm a socialist. Speaking at the Campaign
to End the Death Penalty’s 2009 national convention in
Chicago before he died (one of the hundreds of speeches
hegaveinhislifetime,andalwaysto packedaudiences), he
commented:

“Ithink it’s very important to bring back the idea of social-
isminto the national discussion to where it was at the turn
of the [last] century before the Soviet Union gave it a bad
name. Socialism had agoodnamein this country....Ithad
severalmillionpeoplereadingsocialistnewspapersaround
thecountry...Socialismbasicallysaid, hey,let’shaveakinder,
gentlersociety. Let’s share things. Let’s have an economic
systemthatproducesthingsnotbecausetheyreprofitable
forsomecorporation,butproducesthingsthatpeopleneed,
People should not be retreating from the word socialism,
because you have to go beyond capitalism.”

HowardZinnhastransformedthelivesofcountlesspeople
around the world, and will always be an esteemed elder
in the left who has shaped our social self-narratives. In his
honorandwiththedirectionof his historical legacy, weare
poisedformakingstridesatgreatfundamentalchangeifwe
as a people can organize it to achieve it.
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THE SKADDEN ARPS
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¢ Up to $5,000 per year in scholarships

¢ Law-related summer internships with stipend
¢ LSAT preparation and tutoring

¢ Mentoring by practicing attorneys

¢ Law school application advising

Application Deadline: March 15th
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FASHION: THE COLUMN
Fun, Eclectic and Useful Tips From the Fashion Python

Welcome Back City College!

hisis my 3rdissue and I'm very excited! | moved to
T NYC from California almost 6 years ago to attend

a New York Performing Arts High School (PPAS)
to get the acting training | had always sought. When | got
accepted | never looked back! Ever since I've been acting,
modeling, designing, fashion interning and doing every-
thing New York City has to offer! My style is old school
Hollywood glamour meets hair metal groupie lol. | love
taking fashion risks and I'm not afraid to experiment and
try new things no matter how extreme or outlandish. My
ultimate goal for this column is to help people better or
find their own unique personal style.

FashionPythonhereagain,takingcenterstageinthismajor
winter fashion production called New York City!

* ACT I: WINTER WHITE. -

The “All black everything” was fun but now it's time to
shakethingsupabit!Lately, I'vereallybeenintotheWinter
White. White pea coats, white trench coats, hounds tooth,
pearls, white lace gloves, white scarves, white knee high
stockings, whitesweatersandsweaterdresses,whiteankle
boots, and white blazers! White is an astounding color in
that it gives you both the opportunity to easily transition
fromdaywearandeveningwearanditgoeswithabsolutely
everything! Something as simple as a white Uniglo ($5) V-
neckwhen paired with accessories and heels can be a chic
look forday wear oralLounge on the lower east side. An all
white suit, white fauxfur, white cardigan orawhite hatand
scarf set will brighten up any dulled-for-winter look! In
15 minutes my mediocre hairtransformedintoa 1920sred
carpetmasterpiecejustbybobby pinning pearlsintoit!It's
thatsimple!Whiteeveningdressescanbe perceivedastoo
formal, bridal even, butin a fabric such as leather or cash-
mere it may be just the head-turning ensemble you were
looking for. Men, try Ralph Lauren’s White sweater and
throw in an off white cashmere jumbo scarf the next time
you're looking to spice up your black coat. Men be sure to
visit vintage shops such as Trash & Vaudeville to pick up a

_leather bomber jacket and riding boots. You won't regret
this risky fashion trend when you see the ladies breaking
their necks to watch you walk away in it!

Speakingofhead-turning.Ladies, nothingcatchestheeye
like ared vintage trench coat, white socks, and grey ankle
booties! Winter White is not the end my fellow fashion-
istians! It’s only the gateway to amazing looks and trends
that will turn you away from the usual “It's winter and
cold, who cares what | wear!” and turn you towards “It's
freezing, Yay! Now | can wear even MORE clothes!” lol

...................

~ ACTII:LAYERS!

Layers are both an essential part of the winter season as
well as keeping warm. For both male and female, a single
tee-shirt, jeans and sneakers for winter in NYC just won't
do,butwithmulti-coloredlayeredtees,layeredaccessories,
layeredsocks,legwarmers,andjacketsyoucanbringasim-
pleyetedgy boomtoyourwinterwardrobe.Bright winter
coats, vibrant leather gloves and socks are the trend this
winter.Honey mustard and butterleatherarefloodingthe
streets of New York City. As are Funky feather scarves, pol-
ka dotsand costume jewelry. Mixand match hatand scarf
sets;justbecauseitcomestogetherdoesn'tmeanyouhave
to wear it together. Blend old with the new. Gents, pair
those new Polo boots you love so much with a vintage
tweed blazer. And a silk Ivy-league scarf. Ladies, pile on
all of your favorite necklaces together over a pin-striped
turtle neck and wear a fuchsia lip stick as
opposedtoabarelip.Justbesureyoureye
make-up is bare or natural (no heavy eye
liner or shadow) when you do because no
one wants to look like a clown. Unfortu-
nately,RihannaandCheraretheonlyones
that can pull thatlook off. As for hair; Men,
don’t be afraid to miss a hair cut or two.
Women actually don't mind the neo-soul look. Check out

John Legend’s hair, very sexy, confident and natu-
ral. When you got the style, you can work the hair. La-
dies, by now you probably already know what works for
your face and individual style but if your bored and
a cut is too drastic add in hair accessories! Pinning in a
jeweled brooch or feather to one side of your hair is all
you need to look runway chic! And the best part about
this fashion tipis thatit’s endless, inexpensive, and works
for all types of hair and events! It's practically universal!

For both male and
female, a single
tee-shirt, jeans and
sneakers for winter in
NYC just won't do...

THE FINALE: SHOES!

Ifyouareanythinglikemewhenitcomestoshoesyoucannot
live without them! And why should you? Shoes are pivotal
andinsomecasestheonlythingyouneedtomakeanoutfit.
Withtherightshoetherestoftheoutfitdoesn’tevenmatter!
Fortheladies|speakfrom personal experience;itishardto
saygoodbyetothosefavoritepeeptoeplatformsyousport-
edduringthespringandsummeralmosteveryday!Butyou
don't have to! With a jazzy pair of socks, knee-highs, or
stockings you can turn your favorite sling back into your
most prized winter partnerin crime! My father bought me
a pair of suede royal blue platform pumps over the sum-
mer and | am head over HEELS *wink* in love with them!
Justtheideaofnotbeingabletowearthemwasunfathom-
able! So | went down to Soho and hit up Anna Sui, Urban
Outfitters,and Unigloand gathered the world’s mostintri-
cately designed socks and stockings | could find. Now I'm
wearing my favorite pumps almost every other day!

Men don't toss aside your oxfords just yet. J
Crew, Prada, Uniglo and Topman have unbe-
lievablesocksyouwon’tmindshowingallsea-
son long! So cuff those corduroy skinnies and
let it show, let it show, let it show! Also, Men
cuffyourslacks, weara pairofargyle socksand
fold your vintage Doc Martins down and ex-
pose an amazing vintage-modern look. A very sexy one
if I should say so myself. Well this concludes this month’s
performance.

Until next time, XoXo the Fashion Python!

For more exclusive fashion tips or questions:
Twitter@sparklesterling
Facebook: Sparkle sterling

Email: Sparkle.sterling@yahoo.com

‘‘‘‘‘
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WITH THE CENSUS, THERE ARE WORST THINGS THAN BEING CALLED A“NEGRO”

By: R. 'Heureux Lewis
Originally published on thegrio.com

Have you heard the census is still calling us Negroes?
This sentence popped up on my Gchat window from a
concerned colleague. While for many this would set off a
firestorm of concern, as a sociologist, | was not surprised,
confused, nor concerned.l know the census has the word
Negro on it and it has for many years now. It was even on
the 2000 census form, so why the big deal now?

Ibelieve we havebiggerfishtofrywiththecensusthanthe
use of Negro. “Like what?” you ask. How about 478 bil-
liondollarsand political representation.Yes,youread that
right,largeamounts offederaldollarsdirected atcommu-
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nityservicesandboundariesforpoliticalrepresentationare
determined by the person knocking on your door asking
forinformation aboutwhoyouareandwholives withyou.

The census, a constitutionally mandated enumeration of
the population,iscollectedinenmasseevertenyearswith
smaller surveys occurring in the years between.

The collection of data around race has always been con-
troversial. The2000censusrepresentedawatershedindata
collectionin regards to race, largely because people were
ableto“checkallthatapply”allowing more accurate count
of the multiracial population, butthe decisions of the past
still matter today.

Office of Management and Budget Policy Directive 15

breaks down which racial and ethnic groups will be used
on the census and their respective definitions. Under the
category of black it states, “A person having origins in any
of the black racial groups of Africa. Terms such as“Haitian”
or “Negro” can be used in addition to “Black or African
American! The actual form you receive will ask, “What is
person 1s race? Mark one or more races to indicate what
this person considers himself/herselfto be’One response
is “Black, African Am., or Negro.”

While | agree that Negro is antiquated and passé, | must
alsoacknowledgesomeofourolderbrothersandsistersstill
identify with the term, which is why it has been kept on
and was on the 2000 Census. The matter of label choice is
acomplicatedoneamongallpeople,andthisisparticularly
the case for black people. There has never been a consen-
susonnomenclature,thoughweallhavepreferences.While
somearereadytoraisetheprotestsignstogetNegrotaken
offthe form, time would be more wisely spent advocating
forthe counting ofimprisoned people among theirhome
communities and assuring we do not continue to be un-
dercounted.

The census currently counts prisonersin the areain which
theyareimprisoned rather than theirhome communities.
The central issue is that this serves to inflate the number
of residents in predominantly rural white counties, where
many prisons are increasingly located. Alternatively, the
home communities of prisoners receive lower than actual
estimates.Thissituationhasbeendiscussedasacontempo-
rary version of the Three Fifth’s Compromise utilized in the
antebellum South.In 2006, it was estimated that approxi-
mately41percentoftheadultAmericanprisonpopulation
were black.Havingthese members countedin theirhome
communities could serve to increase political power and
resources. This power could eventually serve to curb the
pathway to prison.

Every tenyears when the census rolls around there is con-
troversyabouttheundercountingofcommunitiesofcolor,
youth and the poor as well as the overcounting of the af-
fluent. Few recognize these under and over estimations
continuetoempowersomecommunitiesanddisempower
others. While there is a long-standing tension around the
censusand race, we owe itto ourselves to concentrate our
attentiononthethingsthatwillencouragepolitical power,
notpoliticalappropriateness.Nowthatissomethingworth
fighting to change.

Re-Introducing City College’s
Black Student Union

“Because It’s Just BS without U!”

Sophia Vilceus

Everyone needs a haven and we as an African
American student body are pleased about having a
platform where we can collectively discuss concerns that
areimperative and extremely relevant to us; where we can
uplift our own while having a sense of community, where
we can educate ourselvesand othersinadeeper way than
merely reading out of a text book.

By definition, a Black Student Union is an
organizationthatprovidesanumbrellaofeducation,support
andempowermentforstudentsofcolor.Thereisnodenying
that at The City College, located in Harlem, there is a need
and desire for such a group. After taking a Black Studies
course here at CCNY students are naturally left wanting
more, because thereality remains thatamere four months
ofasemesterisnotampletimetoadequatelylearnandtruly
understand our history and our development as a people
and culture. City College's Black Students Union will offer
ameansand venueforstudentstogetwhatthey rightfully
deserve.One of our ultimate goalsis thatthe Black Studies
ProgramwillbecomeafullfledgedDepartmentonceagain,
as it was in the past—that is.

Although the Black Student Union would like to formally
introduceourselvestoTheCityCollege, thetermintroduction
is not the most appropriate because we have in fact been
established here at City College in the past, commencing in
the sixties. However, due to unfortunate circumstances the

BSU at CCNY was eradicated.

In 2010, we are ready to bring City College’s BSU back in full force
topromote educationamongstourcommunity, upliftour people,
and to bring those of African Descent together for a common
purpose, the betterment of ourselves, this college, and our larger
community.Thisfundamentalorganizationwillnotbejustanother
clubthrowing partiesintherotundaevery clubhour, butratheran
entitybasedonsubstance;wearelookingforwardtoenlightening
meetings, productive fundraisers, thought provoking forums,
purposeful events, meaningful charities and more.

Allthat we do as a people of color needs to be purposeful;
it needs to be meaningful in advancing ourselves both
mentallyandphysicallyinourquesttoforward movement
in the society and world. Our Union will provide grounds
for meaning, purpose, as well as the unification of our
people.Wearedeeper,morebeautiful,andabsolutelymore
brilliant than we know—it is time to show that depth,
remindourselvesofourbeauty,andreinstateourbrilliancy.

The current BSU members are eager for this new endeavor and
encourage you to be part of this promising legacy that we are
bringing backto City College, hence the sole reason our slogan is
“Becauseit’s just BS without U."We understand that for this vision
to be productive, functional, and broughtto fruition; we need the
studentstobeactivelyinvolved and moreimportantly passionate
about our goals and deeds. CCNY’s Black Student Union
welcomes you, and looks forward to an amazing
semester.

You may join our Facebook Group by searching:
Black Student Union of CCNY.

You may also email us at:
bsu.ccny@gmail.com.

Our meetings are conveniently located in the Morales
Shakur Center; NAC building room 3/201.

Stop in and ask about our free club brochure that further
explains our goals and upcoming events.
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Post-Traumatic Slave Syndrome

Book Review

By Marc W. Polite

very February, as Black America celebrates its
E achievements, many issues come to the forefront.
Theage-oldsubjectsofprogress,racerelations,and
the standing of Black people in America as a group are
oftendiscussedalongsidethemyriadcontemporaryissues
that affect our community. One aspect of thisassessment
that is not often discussed at length is the effect of the
* various stressors particular to the tBlack community
in this county.

PostTraumaticSlaveSyndrome:America’sLegacyofEnduring
Injury and Healing by Dr. Joy DeGruy is a work that deals
withthese matters.Originally publishedin 2005, thisbook
isaboutcomingtotermswith the very realissuesfaced by
Black America. Many books that deal with these concerns
approachthemsolely in terms of policy and what reforms
can be made. Historical trauma suffered by an oppressed
group -with few notable exceptions— is not often seen
asalegitimate concern, especially in the eyes of the wider
society.

Many view the“peculiarinstitution”of Americanslavery as
blightonAmericanhistory,andsomethingtobespokenof
onlyin passing, having nolingering effects on the current
conditions of Black America. The analysis of Dr. DeGruy
doesmuchtodisprovethisnotion.Shearguesthatthereis
acontinuityofdamagetothemental,social,andeconomic
wellbeingofAfrican-Americansthroughtheendofslavery,
to the Jim Crow era, up to the present day.

Theconvictleasingsystemisoneexampleamongstothers
cited in PTSS. In the aftermath of the Civil War and the
abolishmentofslavery,Southernplantationownerswould
use criminals to work the fields. So prevalent was this
practicethatinstatessuchasAlabamaandSouthCarolina,
convict leasing lasted up until the 1920'. This is the
precedentforthechaingangsthatwouldcomelater,andits
contemporaryparallel—skilled prisonlabor.Howdifferent
is this from the past?

In addition, Dr. DeGruy addresses the internal issues
within the Blackcommunity resulting from the continued
negative impact of slavery, Jim Crow and post-Civil
Rightserastructuralinequality.Using 15 yearsof research,
PTSS tackles such concerns as colorism within the Black
community, child-rearing practices, urban conspicuous
consumption,andanti-intellectualism.Instead of viewing
these as particularly “Black” problems, there is a more
honestand total appraisal of these realities with the point
oforiginatthe heartof theanalysis. Far from being clinical
and distant from these symptoms, the book is written in
anaccessiblestyle.Manyoftherecountedstorieshithome
and will force you to question why we often relate to one
another as we do.

A Conversation with Dr. Joy DeGruy

Moderated by Noted Journalist and Author

Herb Boyd of the Amsterdam News

The City College of New York - Aronow Theatre
Tuesday February 16th 12:30 -

Free admission Sk
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Itisabookthatisultimatelyabouthealing,andaddressing
our concerns in better ways. It is a great work, and
challenges us allto rethink our attitudes and interactions.
Itis partofanongoing conversationaboutthedirection of
our community and its future.

Re-discovering the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.:
Anti-lmperialist, Anti-War Activist,
and Social Justice Martyr!

By Olga Sanjurjo

The face of Black History Month has been of the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The iconic images of his
speech atthe March onWashingtonforJobsand Freedom
on August 28, 1963 are used to mark a turning pointin
American History. In fact, this speech has been used to
represent a summation of Dr. King’s work—his legacy—
when in fact it was merely the beginning.

Many remain unaware that Dr. King lived until 1968 and
workedtirelesslyasananti-imperialistandanti-waractivist,
and led the Poor People’s Campaign. Beyond speeches,
sit-ins, and marches, Dr. King further challenged the Civil
Rights movement itself and American society as a whole
by questioningtheVietnamWarand povertyinthe United
States. He consistently supported the Labor movement,
often speaking to striking workers, day laborers,and even
describing himself as a union organizer.

Often portrayed, even by contemporaries, as the chosen
leaderofthede-segregationmovement,Dr.Kingwasfeared
andseenasathreattonationalsecuritybythegovernment.
J.EdgarHoover, director of the FBl at the time, centralized
great efforts in targeting Dr. King. Hoover had his phones
tapped,hisactionsfollowedbyagents,andevenhaddrugs
and women sent to Dr. King in an effort to discredit him.
Prior to Dr. King receiving the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964,
Hoover had letters sent to his camp imploring him to
commit suicide or face public humiliation.

Under Hoover, the F.B.l. created a task force known as
COMINFIL, set up to investigate civil rights groups with
the goal of discrediting and neutralizing Dr.King. Despite
constantsurveillance, infiltration by COINTELPRO agents,
deaththreats,andharassment,Dr.Kingcontinuedandeven
challengedthegovernmentwithhisradicalpositionagainst
the Vietnam War and U.S. imperialism itself.

Much of Dr. King’s work often goes unmentioned
during his holiday and Black History Month. Well-
known as an amazing orator, Dr. King was an organizer
with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
which he helped found. Dr. King led and supported such
actions throughout the nation as boycotts, sit-ins, civil
disobedience, mass mobilizations, and direct actions. He
believed greatly in non-violence, even though he was
attacked manytimes—hitwithrocksandbricks,beatenby
police,andevenstabbed.Heneverdeterredfromthisbasic
tenet, fearing thataviolentresponse would unleashmore
violence and death to African Americans.

In 1966, Dr. King and his family relocated to live in a
Chicagoghettowithotherkeyleadersworkingtoestablish
aNorthern base for the movement. His experiencesin the
urbanNorth providedagreaterperspectiveonracismand
inequality for Black people. His stance on non-violence
was challenged, and he often commented that theracism
andhatred hereceivedin Northerncitieswere muchmore
pronouncedandviolentthanwhathelivedthroughinthe
South.

HechallengedhiscontemporariestoexaminetheVietnam
War and its implications for poor communities in the U.S.
Many of his speeches againstthe warareasrelevanttoday
as when he spoke them. The fact that his legacy has been
distorted to control our understanding of the Civil Rights
struggleandDr.Kinghimselfonly provestheprofoundand
revolutionary nature of his work.

In his 1967 speech at Riverside Church in Harlem, Dr.
King explained his imperative that as a religious man and
leader for Civil Rights and economic justice, he must be
against the War. His speech’s analysis included a history of
theVietnamesepeople,theroleof Americanmilitarism,and
the dehumanizing process of imperialism:

“I am as deeply concerned about our own troops
thereasanythingelse.Foritoccurstomethatwhat
wearesubmittingtotheminVietnamisnotsimply
the brutalizing process that goes on in any war,
where armies face each otherand seek to destroy.
We are adding cynicism to the process of death,
for they must know after a short period there that
none of the things we claim to be fighting for are
really involved, and the more sophisticated surely
realize that we are on the side of the wealthy and
the secure while we create a hell for the poor.”

[ :

The speech was received with apprehension by the
movement, and with shock and disbelief by President
Johnson's administration. In fact, many felt Dr. King
was betraying the movement. Critical of Dr. King, Time
magazine called the speech “demagogic slander that
sounded like a script for Radio Hanoi.’ The Washington
Post said King “diminished his usefulness to his cause, his
country, his people!”However, history proved him correct
and perhaps that is why little is mentioned of these later
years of his life.

Dr. King's life and work fervently reflect the necessity to
addressandimpactchangeonracialinequality,economic
injustice, and militarism. His ability to offer analysis and
solutions within the context of Black empowerment and
integrity,aswellasunityandinternationalism,definedthe
radicalleadershipthateffectedsignificantchangefelteven
today. The challenge we face is in continuing his workand
critically understanding his legacy—not as the speaker
of famous words, but as a revolutionary figure who lived
within the struggle and uplifted a nation.

“The hottest placeinHellisreserved forthose who remain

neutral in times of great moral conflict” Martin Luther
King Jr.
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DATE Fri. Feb 19-Sat. Feb 20
TIME 6:00 PM-5:00 PM

ADDRESS 25 Broadway 7th Floor
Phone 212.925.6625
ADMISSION $5 per day

URL www.ccny.cuny.edu/cwe

A two-day conference discussing the current
viabilityofhip-hopanditsgrowingpresencein
academia. Begins with performance by Lifted
and keynote by Ralph McDaniels, Hot 97.
This event is part of a hip hop educational
program being offered for the first time to
Center for Worker Education students, which
alsoconsistsofaclassentitled”History,Culture
and Politics of Hip Hop.! The conference
begins Friday (2/19) with a (6pm). Keynote
speaker (7 pm) legendary veejay . Saturday
(10am): Keynote address by Mark Anthony
Neal, author and Professor of Black Popular
Culture in the Department of African and
African American Studies at Duke University.
A frequent commentator for National Public
Radio Neal also contributes to several on-line
mediaoutlets,includingSeeingBlack.com,The
Root.com and theGrio.com. Several panel
discussionstobeconductedSaturdayontopics
includinghiphopmedia,race,classandgender,
and the commercialization of hip hop.

2010 Alumni Service Awards

The Alumni Association of the City College
is seeking nominations for the 2010 Faculty
Service Award, and the 2010 Administrative
Staff Service Award. We welcome
recommendationsfromfaculty,staff,individual
students, student organizations and alumni.
The award will be given in the Great Hall at
the Alumni Association Annual Meeting on
June 10, 2010.

Visit the CCNY website to download the
Faculty Service or Administrative Staff
Service nomination form.

Please return the completed form(s) to
the Alumni Association Office, Shepard
Hall, Room #162 on or before March 1,
2010.

ATTORNEY

Cilenti & Cooper, PLLC

Lawyers Dedicated to Helping You §
Recover The Money You Have Earned

* You may be entitled to MORE MONEY from your

current or former employer.

* You must be paid extra wages if you worked more than
40 hours a week.

* You must be paid a certain amount of minimum wages
under the law.

¢ Your employer may not have paid you correctly.
* The law protects you regardless of your
immigration status.

| Call Today for a Free Consultati
- 718-841.7474
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Saturday, February 27th

Kimmel Center, 60 Washington Square South, New York, NY 10012

Join us in reinvigorating a black student movement in New York €ity.
At this conference, we will critically discuss a variety of issues that face black students and
begin a discussion about how we can collectively address those issues.

Register Online at http://bsac.eventbrite.com/

® Worlkshop Registration Begins at 9 AM ® Conference Begins at 9:30 AM
The Conference is Free and Lunch is Included

B i) ENTRANCE POLICY
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1| X330 TION TOPPLED
0 2 BT FIFTY YEARS
| SINCE THE
CIViL RIGHTS
SIT-INS

~ 7PM THURS, 2/M
CITY COLLEGE OF NY: NAC BLDG., ROOM 1/2T

137TH ST, & AMSTERDAM RVE., SUBWAY: 1T0
137TH/CITY COLLEGE OR ABCD TO 145TH ST,
1S0.UPTOWN.BRANCH@GMAIL.COM

FEBRUARY 1, 1960 — When four students from A&T College sat down at a lunch counter in
Greensboro, North Carolina, they had no idea that their action would initiate the largest mass
movement for civil rights in the twentieth century. The sit-in movement kicked off a wave of civil
rights actions that led to the destruction of Jim Crow segregation. In doing so, young people
challenged not only white racists, but also established civil rights leaders and organizations.

7:15PM WEDS, 2/17
HUNTER COLLEGE: THOMAS HUNTER 3058
930 LEXINGTON AVE. (BTW. 68TH & B9TH ST.)
SUBWAY: 6 T0 68TH/HUNTER COLLEGE

SPEAKER: BRIAN JONES is a teacher, actor, and activist. He is a columnist for SocialistWorker.org HUNTERISOCLUBEGMAIL.COM

and is the author of a number of articles on the Civil Rights Movement, including:
7:30PM THURS, 2/25

When the walls of segregation toppled: http://zz.gd/3c718c
Martin Luther King's last fight: http:/zz.gd/d24bcc
The King they won’t celebrate: http://zz.gd/3a0e26

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY: KENT HALL, ROOM 628
116TH ST. & AMSTERDAM AVE.
SUBWAY: 170 TI6TH/COLUMBIA U
COLUMBIA.ISOEGMAIL.COM

Sponsored by the International Socialist Organization
646.452.8662 | NYCsocialist.org



http://www.ccny.cuny.edu/cwe
http://Root.com
http://theGrio.com
http://www.wagefirm.com
http://bsac.eventbrite.com/
http://SocialistWorker.org
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http://NYCsocialist.org

