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editorials 

Pataki's Budget Blasts CUNY 
Governor George Pataki's budget for next 
year will hurt CUNY's most financially 
strapped students. It calls for a $2 million 
cut in SEEK, a combined reduction of $2 
million for child care services at the senior 
and community colleges, and a $40 mil
lion statewide reduction in TAP. These 
cuts, coming at a time when the state 
enjoys a budget surplus, are simply cruel. 
There should be a tuition decrease to help 
students—not cuts like these. 

The governor's budget, which must be 
approved by the state legislature before 
going into effect, also fails to provide 
money for additional full-time faculty. 
Since CUNY has suffered severe losses of 
full-time faculty since the early 1980s, 
and will lose more next year, the lack of 
replacement money is serious. One has to 
ask whether the budget reflects a plan to 

downsize the university. 
The Pataki budget does provide a 2% 

overall increase for the senior colleges. 
Much of this new money will go to the 
new remedial programs that CUNY is 
putting in place as it phases out the cur
rent remedial offerings. The new pro
grams include immersion institutes and 
new tests. The community colleges, which 
are supposed to help many students who 
are barred from the senior colleges, will 
suffer an overall funding loss of 1%. 

As noted, the governor's budget is not 
final. If the university community and the 
wider communities actively oppose it, the 
pressure will be on the governor and the 
legislature to revise it. Let's press for a 
fair budget that gives students a chance. 

—Bill Crain 

'CUNTS NEW STAIRWAY 
TO SUCCESS 

Black History Month Spotlight: 

A Philip Randolph 
He was called the most dan
gerous Black in America. 

He led 250,000 people in 
the historic 1963 March on 
Washington. 

He spoke for all the dis
possessed: Blacks, poor 
whites, Puerto Ricans, 
Indians and Mexican 
Americans. £VJi 

He won the fight to han 
discrimination in the armed forces. 

He organized the 1957 prayer pil
grimage for the civil rights hill. 

He was President Emeritus of the 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters, the union he built. 

And he was a former City College 
student. 

The words and 
deeds of A. Philip Ran
dolph show us the 
unyielding strength of 
his life-long struggle for 
full human rights for 
the Blacks and all the 
disinherited of the nation. 

At the heart of A. Philip Ran
dolph's vision as a socialist was his 
belief that a decent and well-paying 
job is the first step towards social 
and political freedom. Therefore, 
while he supported the needs of 
Blacks us Blacks, Mr. Randolph also 
maintained that those who are poor, 

whether they are Black or 
; white, have basic interests 

in common, and that they 
should join together. 

As a socialist, Mr. Ran
dolph believed that work
ers and their labor unions 
are the key forces in any 

i political effort to redistrib
ute society's wealth more 
justly. He did not see the 

problem of Black people in America 
as the problem of one isolated group. 
He viewed the condition of American 
Blacks as the symptom of a larger 
social illness, an illness caused by an 
unfair distribution of power, wealth, 
and resources. 

The agent for 
spreading Mr. Ran
dolph's socialism was a 
magazine called the 
MESSENGER (after 
which this newspaper 
is named), founded in 

i 1917, "The only maga
zine of scientific radicalism in the 
world published by Negroes." 

To learn more about A. Philip Ran
dolph, you can visit the web site of the 
A. Philip Randolph Institute at 
www.aprihq.org or read the book A. 
Philip Randolph: A Biographical 
Portrait by Jervis Anderson, Univer-
sity of California Press. C 
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letters 

Sign Me Up! 
Today I had to handle some financial aid 
drama, and as I waited (and waited, and 
waited) in line, I noticed a copy of your 
November paper. First of all, I particularly 
liked the article on.Mumia. It was a very 
well written, and an informative piece. 
While I was already familiar with Mumi-
a's story, it gave me new insight to the 
case, and motivated me to want to take 
some sort of action. 

Anyway, my point for this letter is that 
I am interested in becoming involved with 
the paper. I am a skilled writer, and also 
familiar with basic layout. I have a back

ground in student affairs, and like to speak 
up on important issues. I think that is one 
of the reasons I became immersed in your 
paper today. It was the articles on Mumia, 
Badillo, Giuliani, CCNY and CUNY. 

Those issues are right up my alley in 
terms of what I like to be educated on as 
well as educate others. 

—Dawn Marczak 

Dickmeyer's Done 
I just completed reading the Messenger, 
which I found quite interesting. I am total
ly happy that the Mayor of New York was 
not able to get his way on this one [charter 

zJL^H ~i ^ r c l TI r J 
EDITORS 
Hank Williams 
Shumon Alam 
STAFF 
Bill Crain 
Anne Naughton 
Marcela Putnam 
Rob Wallace 
Brad Sigal 
LA VOLT ARTIST 
John Olafson 
DISTRIBUTION 
Felipe Pichardo 
FACULTY ADVISOR 
Prof. Larry Hanley 

CCNY'S INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER 
c/o CCNY SLAM!. Finley Center, 138th St. & Convent Ave., NY, NY 10031 

ccnymessenger@yahoo.com * http://www.geocities.com/cunyslam/ 

The Messenger is an independent student newspaper at the City College of New 
York. It is produced periodically by an editorial collective. The Messenger aims to 
serve CCNY students, other CUNY students, and the Harlem community. We 
seek to do this by reporting on student activities for empowerment, enjoyment, and 
survival and by exposing the misdeeds of those in power. We seek to help build a 
powerful student movement at CUNY to win improvements in our lives and 
changes to societal injustices. 

The articles in The Messenger do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors of 
The Messenger or anybody other than the individual writers. 

Publishing Date—February 18, 2000 Press Run—3,500 

revision]. 
I'm a graduate at this time and once 

worked in one of the offices on campus. 
Yes, Mr. Dickmeyer is running the school, 
[see "CUNYCard Quashed," December 
1999] and in his hideous way is trying to 
undermine the new President. Yes, he 
would love to see the new President make 
a blunder and fall down. 

I have had it up to my neck in seeing 
how the white establishment controls 
everything. When they can not get some
one of color, they then turn to someone 
who tries to be like the establishment, 
place them in control, and use them to get 
rid of the people of color. This is how it 
has been in the school system for 15 
years. 

So to see that this Mayor did not win 
on the charter revision, or to see Dick
meyer not have his way, makes me elated. 
Yes, if the Mayor has his way, believe me, 
all people of color would be thrown to the 
dogs. 

Lastly, on campus there are many who 
have never gone through the merit system. 
They are given a job on a platter, tenured, 
and paid while others have to fight for 
their positions on campus. The majority of 
these Professors know each other and 
(are) doing some very underhanded work. 
They are receiving these high paying posi

tions as professors, and teach only 1 to 2 
days a week, their salaries over $70,000. 
They hold these positions, and they drain 
the system, and get away with it. I truly 
hope this new President will not allow 
underhandedness to succeed. Positions in 
this college should be given to those who 
truly have gone through the system, not 
because you know someone. 

—Anonymous 

Vice President Dickmeyer resigned in 
December. More juicy details in the next 
issue. 

—Editors 

MAKE 
YOUR 
VOICE 

HEARD! 
Write in to the Messenger's 

Letters section: 
ccnymessenger@yahoo.com 
Sign your letter, tell us your 
major, and give contact info. 
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Resolution 
continued from page 1 
ed CCNY Interim President Stanford 
Roman who argued in favor of the resolu
tion. Roman declared that CCNY students 
deserved educations of the highest stan
dard. Roman worried that the students 
allowed during the one-year reprieve 
would only be pushed out once remedia
tion ended, a situation he said he could not 
in all good conscience allow. Roman did 
not address whether these students were 
adult enough to 
decide on their own 
whether to attend 
City for the one year 
if properly informed 
of the situation by 
the College. 

Roman also 
described how the 
administration was 
prepared to institute 
the phase-out in the 
fall. Several pro
grams were to be 
instituted to deal 
with the phase-out. 
These included a 
year-round Freshman 
Immersion Program, 
currently held in the 
summer only, a high 
school outreach drive 
to recruit and prepare 
students for CCNY-Ievel work, and Pre
lude to Success, wherein students who 
failed the SKATs could still attend CCNY 
classes and take remediation classes on 
campus taught by community college fac
ulty. 

Professor Elizabeth Starcevic of the 
Romance Languages Department and 
chapter chair of the PSC, the faculty and 
staff union, disputed Roman's contention 
the administration was prepared to imple
ment the phase-out in the fall. Many ques
tions are not answered, she pointed out, 
including how many adjuncts, tutors and 
full-time faculty would be needed and 
how they would be paid, how these pro
grams would be institutionally supported, 
and the likelihood strapped community 
colleges would be willing to provide 
CCNY precious faculty. Many of the like
ly supportive programs on-campus, like 
admissions and high school outreach, are 
either underfunded, understaffed, or on-
paper only, Starcevic explained. 

Moreover, Starcevic continued, the 
administration is currently in disarray, 
with key administrators recently departed, 

Professor Ray Hoobler, the author 
of the resolution. 

and is having enough trouble just getting 
the new SIMS computer system together, 
among other problems. 

Professor Ayoka Chenzira, chair of the 
Communications Department, declared 
she sensed there was a social worker atti
tude pervading remediation proponents' 
arguments, as if students of color would 
be against higher standards. 

Math Department chair Jack Barshay 
and Dean Bill Herman of the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences declared that 
their departments, which run the remedia

tion programs at 
CCNY, were pre
pared to implement 
the phasing out of 
remediation this fall. 

Professor Larry 
Hanley questioned 
the English Depart
ment's preparedness 
since, as the depart
ment's vice-chair, he 
had never been con
sulted. Another fac
ulty member, who 
requested anonymi
ty, told the Messen
ger that Herman 
never fully consulted 
the English Depart
ment before telling 
the faculty at the 
vote the department 
was prepared. "Her

man manufactured this. It was his way to 
try to sway the vote. The Dean divined 
getting rid of remediation early was what 
the administration wanted and pushed for 
it," said the faculty. 

Hanley, the Messenger's faculty advi
sor, went on to point out that the estimated 
350 students who would be denied 
entrance to City for one year if the 
reprieve was rejected are living people 
with dreams and desires of their own. 
Even one year at City could mean the 
world to them, Hanley continued. 

The 350 number is a rough estimate of 
CCNY students who flunked at least one 
SKAT test in 1998, and who would have 
been denied entrance if the end of remedi
ation had been instituted then. 

Carol Lang, a staff member in the Eng
lish Department, pointed out that the ques
tion of "image" was a political problem, 
as it is Mayor Giuliani and other remedia
tion foes who are besmirching CUNY's 
"image." So any concession on remedia
tion would be a political concession to 
Giuliani, Lang declared. 

Adjunct lecturer Susan Diraimo spoke 

JOIN THE MESSENGER! 
The Messenger is a progressive 

student newspaper dedicated 
to defending student rights at 
CCNY. The Messenger needs 
writers, artists, photographers, 
an advertisement coordinator, 
and distributors. Write about 
CCNY life and politics. Learn 
how to put together a newspaper. 
We are inviting any interested 
students to attend our: 

DOMINICANOS 

7000 
Building our National Agenda 

Construyendo Nuestra Agenda Nacional 

YOU CAN HELP transform our Dominican community 
as we face the challenges of the new millenium. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
City College 

February 25th to 27th 
• Future of Dominicans I Politics 
• Economic Empowerment 
• Art: Dominican Theatre 
• Religion & Social Change 
• The Politics of Human Rights 
• Inter-Ethnic Relations 
• Health 

• The Continuum of Education 
• Immigrant Profiles 
• Women 
• Closing the Digital Divide 
• Legal Workshops 
•Media 
• Youth & Community Development 

REGISTER TODAY! SPACE IS LIMITED 
http://www.dominicans2000.org 

Tel: (212) 650-5008; Fax: (212) 650-5035 
Sponsored by: Unidn de Jdvenes Dominicanos, Inc., CUNY Dominicans Studies 

Institute, City College & el diario La Pren'sa 

General Interest Meeting 
Wednesday, February 23 

3 PM, NAC 3/201 

about how she was able to enter CCNY as 
a student in the 1970s only because of the 
Open Admissions policy and remediation. 
She said she took the resolution as a per
sonal affront. 

Cristine Cocheo, Noah Berg, and Say-
fullah El of the Undergraduate Student 
Government spoke out against the resolu
tion. 

After the debate, blank ballots for the 
vote were handed out to all full- and part-
time faculty who attended the meeting. 
The final tally showed the resolution 
rejected 49-22. 

Vote Binding? 
During the debate Math professor Bernie 
Sohmer, faculty representative to the 
CUNY Board of Trustees, offered his 
opinion that the Board of Regents' vote 
would likely bind CUNY to permitting 
City College the extra year. Accepting 
Professor Hoobler's resolution to end 
remediation early would not likely pass 
legal muster, Sohmer stated. 

But would rejecting the resolution be 
binding on the CCNY administration? 
President Roman made statements imply
ing that the administration would move 
forward on ending remediation regardless 
of the vote's outcome. 

For Professor Crain, the vote was bind
ing, as according to the Board of Trustees' 
by-laws, faculty are responsible for deci
sions about curricula on the campuses. 

But according to Professor Ned Scheier 
of Political Science, who moderated the 
debate, remediation was more a question 
of admissions policy, under administrative 
purview, and not strictly a curricular mat
ter. "The Faculty Senate can serve in an 
advisory role on this point, but in the final 
analysis, the administration can trump us," 
Scheier told the Messenger. 

For Scheier, the President's statements 
about ending remediation were "ambigu
ous." Scheier told the Messenger he has 
"heard nothing to the effect that the presi
dent would get rid of remediation." 

But, Scheier continued, "We don't usu
ally hear from across the street," referring 
to the Administration Building across 
Convent Avenue from the NAC Building. 
When asked whether the administration is 

not in the habit of consulting the faculty, 
even after the change from Yolanda 
Moses, Scheier said, "Yes. There's not 
much collegial interaction." 

When asked whether this was the case 
at other CUNY campuses, Scheier replied, 
"No, nor at other universities." 

Charles Decicco of the administration's 
Public Relations office told the 
Messenger, "We don't have any plans to 
advance the end of remediation by a 
year." 

Aftermath 
After the vote, Math professor Walter 

Daum, who supervises the remedial math 
program, told the Messenger that "The 
Math Department is not ready to imple
ment a plan." A plan for math courses that 
would fit the trustees' decree was present
ed in December, but full discussion of it 
had yet to take place within the depart
ment. 

Still, the one year's grace provided 
by the regents and faculty votes does not 
address the ramifications of ending reme
diation. More than 350 students will be 
affected."People in the [Math] Depart
ment are angry. The departmental senti
ment is that it's now an impossible task to 
teach because of the wide set of skills that 
would be missing," once the current regi
men of remediation ended, Daum said. 
The math SKAT test requires an eighth 
grade level of ability, but the first class the 
Math Department offers is a eleventh 
grade level pre-calculus course, Daum 
explained. 

And without classes to deal with this 
problem, other programs in the College 
could be adversely affected. "The Engi
neering School has always been terrified 
of students not being calculus-ready, so 
maybe in that way they're happy to get rid 
of remedial students. But what about the 
students who pass the SKAT but can't do 
calculus? Engineering will be saddled 
with more students calculus-unprepared. 
It's a classic example of lowering stan
dards with 'higher' standards," Daum stat
ed. 

For the record, Robert Wallace, an 
adjunct lecturer in Biology, participated 
in the vote. E | 
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calendar 

Sunday 
February-March 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
rci PTI 
bpCl WY±\ U J mJma 

P T 3 
| L 1 ICJ 

1 African American 

nrs 
• l « l 1JL__I 

1 Last Day to drop 

W • J Fighting the Crimi-
Lf Wt A rial Injustice Sy»-
_L__L__ 'em: Former Black 

Panther Lawrence 
Hayes speaks out. NAC 4/125, 
J2-2pm. 
"Fly Words & Sly Talk of Black 
Relationships: The pain, power. 
and passions of Black Longevi
ty": Prof. Kalfani N. lure leads a 
workshop sponsored by The Nat'l 
Society of Black Engineers. NAC. 
12-2pm, 212-650-8394. 

^ ~ _ r _ Poetry Slain and 
r j 1 1 rAMM WMTA Film Series. NAC r MTA classes without uca- WMA\ Open Mike Session. 

NO CLASSES 
PRESIDENTS' DAY 

^ ~ T " l Dominicans 2IHMI 
rjfm National Confer-

\^^A encc. Discussions on 
[he challenges lacing 

the Dominican community in the 
new millennium. 212-650-5008 
ot stop by NAC 3/201 for regis
tration or information. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Book Signing and 
( _ r m I Discussion with 

^L^A I'hilii) Wamba. 
author ot Kinship: A 

Family's Journey in Africa and 
America. NAC Student Lounge, 
12~3pm. 
Men's volleyball; New York City 
Technical College vs. City Col
lege. New York City Technical 
College. 6:00 pm, 212-260-5102 
for location, free. 

^ ^ P ^ l Men's und worn- ^ ^ ^ ~ T ^ 
1 L T i en's basketball I 1 I _ 1 

. W _ T J ReplrinXVChnm. E . W _ _ * J 
~™ — " — " pionship, hosted by 
BMCC. Call for time and loca
tion. 212/346-8279, free. 

^ ^ [ ^ J Student Lounee. 
™ ^ " ^ 12-2pm. 

^ ^ ^ _ ^ African American 
f l j 1 Film Series. NAC 

Z^A Student Lounge. 
" ^ " ^ 12-2pm. 
Men's volleyball: City College 
College vs. Brooklyn 
College/CUNY Conference. City 
College, 7:00 pm, Nat Ho) man 
Gym. free. 212-650-8228. 

W 5 %WA 
klLi 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ demic nenaltv. (" W" 
grade assigned). 

"The Role of African Americans 
in the Media in the 21st Centu
ry": Lecture by Gil Noble, host of 
ABC TV's Like It Is. NAC Stu
dent Lounge, 5-8pm. 

Window on New York: open 
rehearsal of Bill T. Jones' latest 
play. You Walk? Aaron Davis 
Hall, 7pm, 212-650-7148. 

TF1 
Ik 1 _L_U 

^ ^ P ^ ^ "Jura Master 
1 V . 4 Class," featuring 

^ ^ ^ y sliest artist Dave 
~™™~™" Liebman, saxophone. 
Shepard Hall Room 95, 12.50pm, 
212-650-5411, free. 

| NAC Student 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Lounge, l2-2pm. 
African Arts and Crafts Festival. 
NAC Rotunda. 9:30am-5:30pm. 
Architecture Lecture Series: 
"Questions," Gaetano Pesce. The 
Great Hall (Shepard Hall, 2nd 11.), 
6pm, School of Architecture, 212-
650-7118. 

^ ^ P T ^ Architecture Lec-
I Jrjl ture Series: "Somat-

^ ^ ^ _ 1 ic Time." Kaimund 
Abraham, l he ureal 

Hal) (Shepard Hall, 2nd 11.), 6pm, 
School of Architecture, 212-650-
7118. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Black Inventions 
• 1 * 1 Exhibit sponsored by 

k ^ £ ^ The National Society 
of Black Fngineers. 

NAC, 212-650-8394. 
Architecture Lecture Series: 
"Known and Imagined," Max 
Bond. The Great Hall (Shepard 
Hall, 2nd fl.), 6pm, School of 
Architecture, 212-650-7118. 
"For Colored Olrls Who Have 
Considered Suicide When the 
Rainbow is Enuf." See Friday. 

FTO 
• !•_ -L-L-J 

" " ^ " H Dominicans 2000 
rJL+y National Confer-
_ ^ ^ ^ ^ J encc. Discussions on 

the challenges facing 
the Dominican community in the 
new millennium. 212-650-5008 or 
stop by NAC 3/201 for registra
tion or information. 

^ ^ P ^ ^ Degree application 1 
• I L 1 deadline (or June 

^^^^A graduates. 
Window on New 

York; open rehearsal of Bill T. 
Jones' latest play, You 
Wulk'?Auron Davis Hall, 7pm 
212-650-7148. 

~ ^ P _ ^ "For Colored Girls 1 
• I I I w h o " » v c Consid-

^k^J ered Suicide When 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ the Rainbow is 
Enuf." A play by Ntozake Shange 
and directed by Eugene Nesmiih. 
Aaron Davis Hall, Call for times; 
212-650-6666, free. 
Men's volleyball: City College 
vs. Burucli College/ CUNY Con
ference. City College, 6:00 pm, 
Nat Hobnail Gym, free, 212-650-
8228. 

W W^y NO CLASSICS 
• L _ , J Anti-Death Penalty 
^ _ _ _ _ _ WorkshoDS includ

ing "Racism and the 
Death Penalty," "Police Torture 
and Falsified Confessions." Synod 
Hall, St. John the Divine, 112 & 
Ainst, 12:30-3:30,212-330-7056. 
"My Lord, What a Morning: 
The Marian Anderson Story": 
Play chronicles the life of the 
Black singer. Aaron Davis Hall, 
2pm, $8. 212-650-7148, 

r " ^ ^ _ | Dominicans 2000 
r-A. J l N""0"0 'Confer-

^ ^ ^ _ ^ encc. Discussions on 
the challenges facing 

the Dominican community in the 
new millennium. 212-650-5008 
or stop by NAC 3/201 for regis
tration or information. 

^ T ^ ^ - 1 Men's and wom-
I f i l en's basketball 

^ ^ • J Region XV Semifi
nals, hosted by 

BMCC. Call for time and loca
tion, 212/346-8279, free. 

P - ^ ^ H "For Colored Girls 
1 Who Have Consid-
1 ered Suicide When 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ the Kainhow is 
Enuf." A play by Ntozake 
Shange and directed by Eugene 
Nesmith. Aaron Davis Hall, Call 
for times; 212-650-6666, free. 

Send announcements of your events to the Messenger at ccnymessenger@yahoo.com. 

Mexican Police Raid Ends 
Nine-Month Strike by 
University Students 

"Tell the people, tell 
the nation. We're 
defending the educa
tion of their children." 

—an UN AM prof. 

police armed with riot gear and clubs, but 
no guns. Mexican President Ernesto 
Zedillo was apparently responsible for 
this, and was most likely keen to avoid a 
repeat of 1968, when the Mexican army 
_________ and police fired upon 

student protestors in 
Mexico City, killing 
more than 200 stu
dents in cold blood. 

Zedillo's concern 
for the students is 
only skin deep, how
ever, as he and univer
sity officials were 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ willing to impose a 
tuition hike to $160 

per year, up from the current two cents. 
This is significant in a country where the 

minimum wage is 
about $3 per day, 
half the popula-. 
tion lives in 
poverty, and the 
National Univer
sity (UNAM) is 
virtually the only 
way for many 
Mexicans to earn 
a college degree. 

S t u d e n t 
-E demands changed 

over the course of 
the occupation 
from simply 

CUNY students rallied in support of the UNAM strikers on protesting the 
February 7 outside the Mexican Consulate in Midtown. tuition raises to 

by Hank Williams 
In the early morning hours of February 6, 
more than 2,000 Mexican federal police 
officers stormed the _________ 
campus of Mexico's 
National University, 
thus ending a nine-
month strike by stu
dents protesting 
against steep tuition 
hikes. A brief warn
ing of "Comrades, 
they're coming in!" 
was the only warning _ ^ ^ _ ^ _ ^ 
the strikers had of the 
impending raid. Over 650 strikers were 
arrested and taken to detention centers by 

More than 100,000 march in Mexico City in support of the student strikers. (AP) 

include demands for greater involvement 
in decisions affecting the school and the 
resignation of the school's president. The 
proposed tuition increase was defeated 
and the university's president resigned last 
October. 

Strikers, encouraged by their success, 
decided to continue the strike, although 
support from the 250,000 student body 
was starting to slip. 

Support was still high amongst the gen
eral public, however. "The authorities vio
lated the autonomy of the university, and 
I'm here to protest a government that 
always chooses violence as a way to end 
conflict with its own people," said Teresa 
Yanez, a parent who has daughters attend
ing the college. __ 

More coverage in an upcoming issue. 
Story compiled from AP, and other news 
reports. 

CCNY 
COALITION & 
NYPIRG BOOK 

EXCHANGE 
WHY PAY MORE? 

WHY SELL FOR LESS? 

The book exchange is 
located in the NAC Rotun
da outside the Cohen 
Library. 

For.more information, .call 
NYPIRG at 650-5047. 
__________________________________ 
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