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Alumni, Students in Student Government Voting
Starts, Candidates Actlve

Ekxchange

“Tonight you are going to
hear something about every pos-
sible type.of work there is in
engineering,” .was the introduc-
tory remiark by an engineering
alumnus addressing a group of
senior and junior mechanical
engineering students.

The speaker, Mr. R. Goldstein,
who works for Fairchild Corp.,
was one of the' many alumni
attending the first informal get-
together of students and alumni
:at the plush Advertising Club in
| Manhattan on April 26th. The
imeeting was sponsored by the
‘Engineering and Architecture
“Alumni.. -

. The purpose of the get-togeth-
{er was for upper-class engineer-
“ng students to hear alumni

{from dwers;ﬁed technmal firnas ..

“tell it like.it is.”’ The alumni
.present were not interested in
.recruiting the students, but only
in passing on first-hand infor-
‘mation about their respective
i companies.

| The alumni were from com-
ipames including Allis Chalmers,

{ :Brookhaven National ' Labora-

i

i

‘tories, Fairchild Corp.,
Mergenthaler Linotype,
inghouse _ard the College's
School of Engineering,

After a short introduction, the
alumni and students gathered
in small groups to discuss any

IBM,

West--

of Ideas

questions the students had about
a particular company or interest.
One of the students present
said that he found the alumni
“very open and frank” about
their employers.
Among the topics discussed in

the small groups was the lack of-

-advancement opportunities in
large’ firms .like Westinghouse
-as compared to smaller compan-
sies like Falk Company, a small
refrigerating contracting busi-
‘ness. Small details of company
policy were also revealed, such
as IBM's prohibition against
-drinking on company time.

As the evening wore on the
-alumni began debating the ad-
visability of obtaining a profes-
sional enginer’s license. Most of

license was useless,

A sampling of student opinion
after the meeting showed that
the students thought the free at-
mosphere of the get-together
very worthwhile,

Mrs. Joseph Lea (T’45) organ-
izer of the program said he was
satisfied with the meeting but

" hoped that more students could

have attended.

In the future the Engineering
and Architecture Alumni are
planning similar conferences for
electrical and civil engineering
students.

Jeff Zuckerman, candidate

" for President on The Campus
~ Reason Ticket.

them..thqught . the. professional... |

President

Paul Bermanzohn
Executive V.P.

No preference
Treasurer

Don Davis
Secretary

Adam Kreisworth
Campus Affairs V.P.

No preference
Educational Affairs V.P.

Sam Miles
Community Affairs V.P.

Bert Ramsey or

NO for Dean Oberfest

McCarthy Group Answers Charges

Members of the Students for
McCarthy Committee have chal-
lenged the charges made against
the Senator. Lee Mellender,
Storefront Coordinator for the
‘headquarters on Amsterdam
Avenue and 141st Street charged
Steve Ornstein with “gross dis-
tortions and lies” in citing the
Senator’s civil rights record.

Mellender
examples of McCarthy’s record
as compared -with that of Robert
Kennedy, who Ornstein feels is
“wiser” than McCarthy, and not
a “racist.”

McCarthy;
out,

1. came out for a guaranteed
annual - income  in December,
1962;

2, proposed revisions in the
public housing programs to re-
move them from the slums;

3, blasted Mayor Daley of
Chicago for his ‘“get tough”
policy against rioters (while

{ Senator Kennedy remained si-

lent); . .

4, was the first to actively call
for the end to the war in Viet-
nam and pursue the war on pov-
erty and the ghettos, in New

- listed numerous

Mellender points

The storefront headquarters for McCarthy on Amsterdam
Avenue and 141st Street had ity official opening last week. It
has been in operation and staffed by City College students and
community members for several weeks, '

Hampshire earlier this year;

5. is financing the “entire
New York State delegation to
the Poor People’s Campaign.”

Other charges leveled at Orn-
stein are that he *“disappeared
when the work began” and that
he was ‘self-appointed, not

elected”: - co-chairman of the
committee,

Mrs. Sylvia Rackow, faculty
advisor for the committee,
claimed “Ornstein’s concern is
for publicity,” and “what he
really wants is self-aggrandize-

ment.” (See letter on page 2.)

- picketed

Elections for Student Govern-
11ent executive and council po-
sitions for the 1968-69 school
year begin today in the usual
North and South Campus poll-
ing places; the Trophy Lounge
opposite room 152 Finley and in
Knittle Lounge in Shepard Hall,

Active campaigning took place
last Thursday as the two presi-
dential candidates met in a de-
bate in the WCCR studio, aired
on tape on Friday and Monday
afternoons. Paul Bermanzohn,

"who heads the'Creative Altern-
-ative Ticket, and Jeffrey Zuck-

erman, leading the Campus
Reason slat'e",‘ debated their po-
sitions on community, campus,
and educational affairs, covering

dent power, student strikes,
teacher evaluation, the role of
Student Government, and oth-
ers. ’

Bermanzohn'’s positions on ed-
ucational affairs, the SEEK pro-
gram, and community relations,
as opposed to Zuckerman’s pre-
dominantly  campus - oriented
platform, put his slate more sol-
idly in the liberal camp, accord-
ing to most ohservers. Zuck-
erman’s’ positions on many is-
sues, plus his contention that
most strikes and demonstrations
are futile and antagonistic, are
expected to appeal more widely
to the conservatives on campus.

Running with Bermanzohn on
the Campus Alternative Ticket
are: Syd Brown, Exec. V.P.; Don
Davis, Treasurer; Adam Kreis-

. worth, Secretary; Zack Petro,

Architects

such well-worn topics_as stu- .

Endorsements .

Paul Bermanzohn, Creative
Alternative Ticket candidate
for President.

Campus Affairs V.P.; Sam Miles,
" Educational Affairs V.P.

Zuckerman’s running-mates
on the Campus Reason “Slate
are: Steve Baumohl, Exec. V.P.;
Don Davis (CR and CAT),
Treasurer; Laura Nowak, Sec-
retary; Albert Vasquez, Cam-
pus Affairs V.P.; Dean Oberfest,
Community Affairs V.P.

At press time, the candidacy
of Bert Ramsey, the CAT can-
didate for the office of Com-
munity Affairs V.P., was being
questioned by the Elections
Committee. Objections were
raised because of the existing

rule that a candidate must be in-

at least his sophomore year be-

fore being eligible for an execu-

tive position.

Henry Frisch, who was ex-
pected to run for President of
S.G., has decided to run instead
for president of the senior clase.

Displeased

By New Complex Plan

The Student Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects
the groundbreaking
ceremonies last Thursday at
Jasper Oval. The group voted

-unanimously last week to pro-

test the building to be construct-
ed there. The A.LA. cited the
new Science and Physical Edu-
cation building as “a typical
City College example of poor
planning and bad architecture.”

“The design is like a factory,
not a school,” commented one
ALA. member. The building, a
rectangular - box-like structure
on a pedestal, was also condemn-
ed for being totally unrelated to
the campus or the community.
Part of the building is a plaza

over Convent Avenue, a feature
of the plan which has aroused
the ire of architecture students
and faculty in the past.

The A.ILA. admitted that
there was virtually no hope of
stopping the structure from be-
ing “dropped on our campus.”
For this reason, the group mere-
ly mourned the death of the
campus at the protest and dis-
played signs condemning the ar-
chitects Skidmore, Owings, and
Merril “for their disgusting

work,” lambasted Dean of Cam-

pus Planning Eugene Avallone
“for fostering and condoning
such an atrocity,” and hoped
that The City College will plan
before they- build in the future.
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Endorsements

TECH NEWS is endorsing Paul Bermanzohn beeause
we ool he has the most ideas, energy and ability to work
with people.

Both candidates presented {av-veaching platformy, Bew
manzohn's, however, is mote imaginative, Zuckerman stands
by Joe Korn's tecord of placing students on comnittees in
the College administration. Bermanzaln goes further, and
suggests we work with the administeation and the faculties,
To tmplement this he has beguun lining up studeats to
approach members of every department in the school to
have students help make decisions that aflect theie classes
as well as the admintstrative functions,

Zuckerman says he is concerned with campus aftaivs,
parties, dances. and the like. He apologives for this past
term's campus affaivs progranm. He promises more functions
like Guambe and Puft.

Bermanzohn says community and educational atfaivs ave
of primary importance. We feel this indicates a better sense
of priorities.

Zuckerman would restrict himself to functions that con-
cernt students at the College in the navrow sense, Berman-
zohn feels that anything that affects students such as the
War in Vietnam. the draft. and so on/ ave of concern to
Student Government if S.G. has some meaningful avenues
of action. To this end he wants a bonatide draft counselling
service to be instituted to provide information.

Both men have shown initiative. However, Zuckerman’s
performance as Treasurer this term has been subjected to
much criticism. He was not able or did not wish to complete
the budget on time, and so Student Council did not have
time to review the allocations carefully. Fee Commission
met infrequently because it could ravely attain a quorum.
It was the Treasurer’s job to see to it that the Commission
did its job. The result of its failure, not at all surprisingly,
was an increase in the power exercised by the Treasurer.

Bermanzohn, however, has shown the ability to attract

and Keep resourceful and capable students. A comparison
of their respective tickets is revealing.

Executive Vice-President is a stand-off. Both Steve
Bzumohl and Syd Brown are experienced. Neither is es-
p»c-a”\. unique, and Don Davis is endorsed by both slates

‘or Treasurer. He has an untouched reputation for hard

“work and honesty.

For Secretary, Zuckerman proposes Laura Nowak. The
only reason she was not thrown off Council this term for
nonattendance was the by-laws required she show up to
face the charges. She never showed up. Adam Kreisworth,
Bermanzohn's candidate, was a hard-working member of
Council this term and is dedicated to much of the Creative
Alternative platform.

Sam Miles is running for Educational Affairs Vice Pres-
ident, for CAT. He is highly qualified and unopposed.

We have no preference between Albert Vazquez and
Zzck Petro for Campus Affairs Vice President. Finally, we
examine the candidates for Community Affairs Vice Presi-
dznt, The Campus Reason Party (Zuckerman’s) nominated
Dean Oberfest, an S.G. standby. His program is a continua-
tion of the modest tutoring programs of the past, plus very
little. The Creative Alternative ticket nominated Bert Ram-
ses, 2 black student. Its reasoning was painfully obvious;
painful because it wag never suggested before. A black
student would kave more rapport and better insights into
the problerns and the College’s role in the community.

“At this writing Ramsey’s candidacy is still in doubt.
Being o Freshrnan, he is ineligible for executive office. The
VLo-lawrs sy be waived by the Election Committee and
Yeortent Council. Tt would be a breach of justice if the
students were deprived of a chance to vote for this highly
auslified candidate.

If his norainstion stands, we endorge Ramsgey, Tf it ig

strutk Qo e trge o no vote on Dean Obc rfest in protest,

Roamin’ Forum

By ALAN SCHOENEELD

QUERRTION: Htate Heunte Re-
publican Lender Nrydgen thinks
that Regeuts Hebolavahips ahould
be  withdrawn  frowm  atuclents
convicted ol commititing orlmes
on cawmpns of any college, Do
you ngreed

Chavlen Malone,
Histovy, Renlor

e manerled sfudent with
three ehildren, New Yok Siate
Shudent Loana have supported
me et oy faably for the past
soven veara, Although T oneed
fhnanetad aaadtanee o oven cons
tiate wy edueation, T owould
never refealn feome paetiepat-
fng inoa protest or demonaten-
tlon i which U belloved, 'd
tathor not go to cotloge,

\ Kraushar

Malone

Fatelle Kraushar,
Engliah Literature, Sophiomore
A student  convieted of w
crtme, but not susponded, ta atill
a student and shonld not have
his scholarship withheld, Sehol-
avshipe ave piven according o
academie abilities and “logal”
activities  are no reflection on
thiz ability, Whether these ae-
tivities are harmful or beaeticlad
ix a matter of preat debate, but
this s noe relevance to the

student’s academie pertormanco,

Judy Leibowite,
English, Junior

I could not disagree wore
vehemently, 1 teel that all tac-
tics which will help to reassert
the democratic ideals are neces-
sary. Furthermore, campus
problems should be subjcc( to
campus disciplinary action only,

Leibowiiz

Hecht

Warren Jay Hecht,
English, Junior

Obviously, the Senator means
that students who feel the need
to protest against what they
consider wrongs on the part of
the school administrations
against both the students of a
college and the community the
college is in, should be coerced
into silence by the threat of los-

ing their scholarships. If the

Senator’s plan is put into effect,
he will learn that to some peo-
ple, money isn't everything. Dig-
nity and self-respect are worth
more than any scholarship or
education.

Charles Nemeroff,
Sophomore, Pre-Med

No. Because the City’s defini-
tion of committing a crime is a
lot different than the student's.
Many laws are archaic ones,
which have no right place in the
penal code. Regents Scholarships
are awarded to those who de-
gerve them and should be taken
away for no reagon, especially
not for any political ldeay the
student has,

(Conlinued on Page 3)
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M(Lnnl\y Cunnmttw

1 May, thao

Blltor, Teel Nowat
My, Hteven Oepeitely,  welt-
appolnted  vo-ohaltman of the
CONY Miudontn for MeChethy,
whiv reatgned on Apedd il Josi
T ohsen to allaele not only
Hunator MeCarthy bat myaetd,

eharging “Raoln
Me Ovnatoln neglaeta Lo ens
How that ) when we diaotsnmd
the aloretvont opening | angs
gonted one Qoo not winlie hedo
deelatonn untlntorally, but In a
domoerntle noelety ot talien &
vide among the membu of
one's wlesting commibties (the
CONY Hiadents for Moftaethy
have o L monibee sleorlng come
mittes), Me, Ovoalein ronlgied
over the folophone with euloe
opithels vonlly  aubeeombug o
pontloman, Phe Sleering Come-
wlt oo wot o Apedt tith (ad wy
honed il eleated Him Cloraon
and Hueddol Fatkonnteln e vos
chademon, hey took o vote o
open the alovelvont on Wednes-
day, Apedh W L yudelly et
or than the Geand Opendig o
bty planned onl ol rorpoog
{or the mewaory of D, King, We
had gone to poople in the nelgh-
borhwod and quentloned  thom,
Thoy toll Hwt U wonkl he ene
tirely proper o open on Weds
nonday, Misy Moy MeCarthy,
danghtor ol the Senatoy, helped
to opon {ho atore, Me, Ovnndaln
was not thore, Ax Mr, Orasteln
was nol thero ot moesh meellnga
exceepl for {he flesl organizing
meoting, Me, Oviteln Bken 1o
have hig name In tho paper and
Hkes Lo laugh i dlygual and use
personnl attuek and lunuondo,
It was quite ctone from (he
rather crude demonstiation he
organized on the 2nd floor of

Hheppaed Tl on this dale
(Monday, Apeil B0ttt My,
Orngteln's coneern s for pubilie-
e Whaen guertioned hy # Pres
e atudent who smumented on
the fued that theee were we Pres
Baee aludents  demonnlienthig
ngiint M, ) Jotmon e andid,
Yoo whitte stiddent and 1 oun
tlomonatiate ngnboet vaolam 1F
Dwant to Whal Me, Omsteln
rently winily e selfnggrnndizes
s,

Nute (he wuneraus its of
il bdfoemntion he tosass ol
A thad e verlgied Tnel weal
"olalindng  that MeCarthy  way
nhother rmelat,” 1) that 1w in
Hhes Boglsde Deparhinent, ¢ 4 hat
(MeCurthy) b nol Yan wise oa
Kennedy," The latter, of onure,
indenten where My, Ornatein’y
hrewd v hil{ered,

Wartld the renl Hleve Optnlein
plomae atiind upt And wonld
thome swho wonld yae HIBK sl
dentn for hele own poeliodae
ondr plosse loave them alone?
W whont e SIS slodenty
woera glven spipportunily (o gel,
thele aduention withoul  helng
the buth of constant andpgon.
hmn, Phose Yeaclsl”  slogung
don't holp them gel an esduen -
Hon, 1 The atudents who wearns
parnding oulbslde of D, Johus
non's olfles on Monday [HBALLY
wanl o holp they'Jl pile theins
polver up o Altbany on Monduy
wd {oll the fiule Logllaties
that the budget shiowld ho g
crensed, The Bly alle comes
with the g Action ., . 1 don'd
vxpeel (o nee M, Ormiglein in
Albany on Monday, He'll proh-
ubly e too bury thul duy o
nd,

Bincoroly,
Mrs. Bylvia Rackow

Apology To SEEK

30 Apell, 1008
To the Faculty: .

On April 4, the Facully Coun-
cil of the College ol Liberal Arts
and Science voled o resolution
of consure agninst  Assistant
Professor Crane Johnson for
“gross breach of manners” dis-
played in a note which he cir-
culated within the faculty at-
ackmg the SEEK program

This' mommg, I received a let-
ter from Professor Johnson, in-
dlcatmg that he has altered his
posmon with respect to - the
SEEK’ program I concurred in
the’ faculty action regardmg his
ougmal note. I feel that in fair-
ness to Professor Johnson's
~present posmon his letter of
this morning deserves circula-
tion within the faculty. The let-
ter is reprinted below, in full,
It is being circulated at Pro-
fessor Johnson's request.

Cordially,
Buell G. Gallagher
President

30 Aprell, 1008

Some tme npgo T was provided
with more detuiled information
regarding the pre-bae program,
Al that time T decided that I
would support the progrum. A
decluration of this support was
made in writing carlicr this
month to Dr, Weissmun of the
pre-hac program.

I continue my iniense hope
that the high reputation and the
greatness of the College will not
be compromised in any way.
However, I now feel that my
support of the pre-bac program
falls into the long tradition of
the College — a tradition of of-
fering educational opportunities
to those who otherwise might
be denied them.

I, of course, now regret any
uncomplimentary remarks I
may have made in the past re-
garding the pre-bac program.

S/ Crane Johnson
The Speech Department

MISS TECH CONTEST

THURSDAY, MAY ¢
BUTTENWEISER LOUNGE
12 NOON SHARP -

(Sandwiches & Refreshments)
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Tech Life
My JAY MICHLIN

Wokoms ws F Lhe yeur hegan Just o few wouls wgo, bt
e we nee with just o fow daye of olusses sl hefure Phe
srmier, Whis in therefore o of oue luslb issues of the e,
whieh matees 1w good e Forome 1o oomimed on g few of
e Jern pressing laaves of ooe siliatiog,

A Few Lernn haek, U hid e avisfortonste btk Clhem-
by bond UL and st Dhat time | promised mysstt that shonld
e ehsnee aiise, Dwonld expoge Disge oonpses for wlsl (hiy
renlly wee o breanh,

Pudees Chsmn U For esamipls, "This soneses is 50 Weivial thal
wny stadentd pass b by wtadying feom ald high sohond
roview hoole, Hig lonown for saeh pobils enidesvory as
rpendhng gevernl weelks howling s squation 0y — g
Lo dentl, And then Lhere is Chissn T pass Ui oonirge one
WURE enorlsa, T yopsat, memocias, the system for naming
orginie compotids, the propertios of whonl twenly sl
anel theie compuunds, and o fow dasen squations thist Hhy
tollverpoeling chiemish would toole ap in i handbooks,

Where two oonrass wre ghigilaely useloss, ind (o oo
ponnd the folony, they wee taught by “leachors” who are
exygudrttely boving and tgnorant of wll hat theiv own suliject,
Whichy hy the way, explaing the Wgh stadent mortality
rade in ehominlry,

The only Lolerahle fnstructors T've bswrd of in theses
covetien e the geadaate sludents who teacl the Tnborstory
Pl shontl a oo Wi bobber than the professors beneh
Hhede deeteoon, Phe wnswers: vestraebure Chien, Tl 1 inteo
woringlo v el conrse ineluding foranl vecitations with
Muth 1o pro-eequisdve, Also, bring in belbber teschers aned
rave Lhe presenl ones For higher leval courses where the
tpper elnm gludents have lenenod how o deal with un
hiepl tonehior,

npeaddng of rollen courses, thare i also Math 64, «
Leemdnal cowrno preseribiod for edueation wufors (ny Bance
ione) and Tor uny Hiheral arts studonts who con get out of
Lhe toro diffteult Math 61 An 1 gee i, gueh o course should
necle Lo convey an approciation of math and the ranthemsition
method, wd anderstanding of gome of the basie coneepts of
nlpebrean mnd geametry, and o recopnition of the utility of
math I peneral, Tostead, Muth 64 coneentrates on sueh
“Diteresting” and, no doubt, frusteating topics g proving
that 2 18 6, plven that T 41 0 2 What s ridieulous yiay
Lo generate any interest Inon student who s probably count-
ingg the days until he s through with this, big last math
coure, This is annlogous Lo extublishing a special Hierature
course for engineers in which the subject matter fs Shakor
spearc’s use of the characters of Hosencrantz snd Gilden-
stern. However, Math 64 does rise to higher lovels st whick
time the teachers begin to read the text to their classes,
perhaps out of the fear that someone may actually take an
interest otherwise. '

Why is it that so many departments use their worst
teachers to instruct those whose majors lie elsewhere?
Should it not be just the opposite?

Not that I really expect these departments to take any
heed of the utterances of any mere student, or zny number
of mere students. Yes, friends, the student is the great un-
sung hero of the City College, the one who must drive his
car in by six a.m. to get a parking place because the zdmin-
istration doesn’t believe him old enough 1o drive anyway,
even if it does take him three hours {0 come in by subway,
and he’s staying until midnight. Now that there is no maome
parking on the terrace or in Jasper Oval (fzculty only), wre
can count on being in by five-thirty next September amd
five-fifteen in January. Yes, once again we see the power
that be at the College turning a dea# ear on the ohvion
defects in theirs, the best of all possible worlds. Angd if Ny
don’t believe it's the best, look at what happensd fo thas
at Columbia who tried to force their adminisiration fio resl-
ize that it too could err.

[

b

£

=

Not that I condone the violent and semi-violemt faeties
they used, but sometimes it seems that there is mo ether
way to get a conservative, politically-oriented adminisiza-
tion to listen — and even when forced to listen, will i truly
hear? ‘

Vielnamoese

lolksony

Hy BALPH BALADING

The following t6 0 folle wong
wiitlen by young and very
poptio: Vielwanmes  follsinger
kunwn  shwply i Ban (po-
niniinsd Bhin). B b6 oreporied
o hitvs Do o Deasber of Vi
ghudent. demonstrintimm 0 Hys
e 106, gt thes 5 un
prants Howin Juborinaly Drwng-
Wted Fr i by w hird yea
ndieal glndant g0 thes CGepeigl
Houpitad in Hue, who is sy o
member of o follssingiog grimip.

ot difisnlt bar i Weklary
sl L dosderihe this setpdy af o
plese of Vishiginwis jnsis, o
U st s, syun Wi speseh hig o
s sont qoulity thind u diffi-
sl e vegeodnes, Wils thes
BN TH sing in w bigh, lilting
yilens without  gecompmiiinent,
Hus Jyricism was unmistabahilé,
s though  the lpngiage 8
sleange, somshoy it ean he in:
Aeralond, "Whsrs s i snger in
Hhe sont, 1 bitlerpess, iy ru:
wret and soErmy. Mhe song g
hanned in Yietigng,

After g hausund yestrg of
Chinese domination,

&fter one hundred yeurs us o
freneh enlony,

After twenty years of civil war,
eYyery duy,

Phe trtune theritipe, busgiest)
of aur Medher is g furest of
iy biohes,

Whe forbutie of gie Mothier is g
Hiniidging swyered with
LIayEs,

Bhe has taught us 1) spesk
truly.

Our Mubhier Assires Shas her
children will neyer for get,

The colew of their skins,

Fhit they dn nt topet e
Sutinn Shat is Vietnse,

Ltier s thimsond yeses, e,

Our Muthier desires thet we
s cons Luek hinns,

L ehitdven of the suing faiher
fUsE Pargad their Baiied,

Ltier o thotisand yeses, €.

The forsune of aue Mether s
fields with no rics,

The tordune of gur Wether is
homes desiroyed by Fas.

hfler a thousend yeses, &c.

The tortuns of oy Mother iy 2
vand of exiles witkia thehy
QW euniey.

The fortune of owe Mether is
pand of leitoes.

»

Roamin’ Forum |

Landy

(Cortirued from Page 2)

Jzmmes L., Landy,

Mo, diwill fMechadieonee as 2
Fonem wof protest on acliess e
pampes is offten directed 21 ob-
teiming  educstiore]  redovmn
Where whudients can he so it
adlated woedd he fo sHifle ths
wrighn «f mueh pesded eduom-
toma] nefonmm,
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Viet Students, The Next Generation, Are Divided

By LEE DEMBART

Copyright 1088 PHOENIX, Queens
College of the City University of
New York. All Rights Rescrved.

(First of two articles on
Vietnam's students.)

SAIGON — There are streets
in Saigon that look like they
were imported from Paris’ Left
Bank.

Bookstalls line both edges of
the sidewalk, an occasional can-
opy overhead, crowds of young-
ish looking Vietnamese sift
through the stacks of dusty, yel-
lowed volumes, and American
rock and roll blares through
loudspeakers outside record
shops.

1t is the students’ section, and
the books range from Viet-
namese translations of Victor
Hugo {o American chemistry
{oxts. Dog-cared, batiered copies
of The Asian Economic Review
stand in piles on the sidewalk,
tied together with unraveling
rope.

A coffee shop nearby is jam-
med with students rereading

‘their notes and discussing the

day’s lectures. They eye Ameri-
cans with suspicion, léwering

their voices and gazing coldly

whenever one enters the shop
and sits at a table.

“What do you want here?” an
American was asked last week
by an older student whose Eng-
lish was easily understandable,
“You must be in the wrong
place,” he went on, not waiting
for an answer {o his question.
“We have no bar girls here.”

The students didn’t buy the
explanation that was given.
Most got up and left soon after
the American sat down, with
those who remained breaking
off their conversations and turn-
ing instead to their books.

Vietnamese students have
reason to be suspicious. .Since
the days of Ngo Dinh Diem they
have been suppressed, beaten,
drafted, kidnapped, and mur-
dered whenever their vocal de-
mands conflicted with the Gov-
ernment’s wishes. Only in the
past six months has there been
a discernible change in the Gov-
ernment’s attitude toward stu-
dents, with an uneasy truce now
being observed by both sides.

The university students  are
bright. Very bright. They should
be, Dbecause, following the
French system, on completing
each stage of his education the
student takes an exam. And
only 50 per cent of those who
take the exam pass it and go on,
the rest returning to their fam-

. ilies and homes to pursue other

careers.

The university system itself
is unlike anything known in the
States. The 27,000-student Uni-
versity of Saigon, by far the
largest of the country’s five uni-
versities, houses a dozen differ-
ent faculties, ranging from let-
fers to science, law, arts, and
medicine. A student can register
in as many or as few faculties
as he wishes.

Most wish to register in a few,
and even then, not for a total of
more than one or two courses a
semester. The result is that after

-~

enrolling in the university, a-

student can stay there practic-
ally for ever, never completing
a degree though taking many
courses.

The students have many com-
plaints about the educational
system. Some say the quality. of
the professors is very low.
- Others claim that the universit-
ies produce i{oo many lawyers

and engineers and generally
teach useless subjects,

The complaint was echoed by
Nguyen Thinh Anh, the head of
the Student Affairs Office at the
University of Saigon, Said Anh
of the faculty, largely Vietnam-
ese, “The professors must be-
come more eager and conscien-
tious about teaching.

“Under the French domina-
tion, the professors learned to
stand aloof from the students.
We should now teach them to
supervise and advise the stu-
dents, and be more friendly to-
ward them.”

‘While the relationship be-
tween the Government and the
students is tense, it is much
better now than it has been in
as long an anyone can remem-
ber. While the students might
still be able to muster the power
that they did against Diem and
his immediate successors, there
is little evidence that they want
to.

For one thing, the Govern-
ment seems finally {o have real-
ized that it must court the stu-
dent blocs if it is to stay in
power. Inasmuch as they repre-
sent not only the majority of
educated people in the country,
but also a large portion of the
middle class and the sole source
of future leadership, the stu-
dents command power far be-
yond their numbers.

In addition, with half the
population of the country under
18 and 75 per cent under 30, the
Government is reluctant to give
the appearance of cracking
down on youth, The average age
of the members of the National
Assembly’s Lower House is only
36, and many of the deputies are
in their late 20’s and would be
considered student leaders if
they weren't in the government,.

Among them is Dr. Ho Van
Minh, the First Vice President
of the Lower House, who spent
the last 10 years as a student
leader in Saigon.

“Qur government has the duty
to procure more facilities in or-
der to help young people, and
particularly students, in their
activities,” Minh said. “This is
the only way for our govern-
ment to involve them and or-
ganize them for the common
struggle.”

A continuing source of friction
between the students and the
Government is the students’
fear that their well-intentioned
efforts will be turned around for
someone’s political advantage,
The students are anxious to
work, but are not anxious to be
grist for the political mill, es-
pecially when their loyalties
are not firmly with the Govern-
ment.

“The students have a tremen-
dous desire to be of service to
their people,” explained an
American official, “But they're
afraid of being exploited by
people with political interests.”

Nonetheless, social service re-
mains the outlet that most na-
tionalist students use to channel
their energies. They are mostly
students who are neither pro-
Vietcong nor pro-Government,
are anxious to see the war end-
ed, and are willing to work in
whatever constructive way they
can until it does.

For the most part, this “na-
tionalist” group rejects coalition
as an acceptable solution to the
war. They believe the govern-
ment is so weak that the NLF
would take over complete con-
trol inside of a year.

The distrust felt by students

extends nol only to the Govern-
ment, but also to each other.
One of the continuing problems
in the formation of a solid stu-
dent community has been the
great fragmentation among the
students themselves, a fragmen-
fation that parallels that in the
rest of Vietnamese society.
Catholic students, for ex-
ample, favor an end to the war,
but will not consider ending it
on any terms remotely favor-
able to the Communists. *“Many
of the Catholics are refugees
from the North,” said one Amer-
ican, “They didn't come down
here in order to get more Com-
munism,” 4
The Buddhist students, on the
other hand, are willing to accept
a coalition government on the
belief that they can handle the
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By RALPH PALADINO

Copyright 1968 PHOENIX, Queens
College of the City University of
New York. All Rights Reserved.

The dateline has been omitted
to protect an individual — Ray
is a 20 year old soldier who en-
listed two weeks after finishing
his last year in a Colorado high
school, He is a handsome, dark-
haired, intelligent young man,
who after nearly {wo years in
Vietnam, has decided he is
finished with killing and death.
He is being court-martialed for
that decision.

Ray is in an engineer com-
pany, is a paratrooper and dem-
olition expert. Members of his
company do not operate as a
unit in the fleld but as individ-
ugls loaned out to infantry com-
panies to act as their engineers.
While the engineer must be on
hand to handle situations that

.require his skills, for most of

his term with a line unit, he is
just another weapon, another
foot soldier. Out of 21 months in
Vietnam, Ray has served 19 on
the line.

After returning from his last
tour in the field in early Febru-
ary, Ray went to see his Com-
pany Commander, a first Lieu-
tenant, and asked that he not
be assigned to combat for the
rest of his” tour in Vietnam. At
the same time he asked that he
be allowed to see a psychiatrist.
The CO agreed he would do all
he could. Six weeks later, three
weeks ago, he was ordered to
pack his field gear and report to
a line company. Respectfully,
politely, he refused.

The Army is not entirely
without feeling. He was given
two days time to change his
mind or accept the consequen-
ces. When he tried {o explain

. his reasons, his CO told him he

was “full of shit,” Each day he
refused and someone was sent
in his place. He was then re-
stricted to the company area to
await court-martial, -

Since then he.has requested
numerous. times to see both a
lawyer and a psychiatrist with
no success. This week he insist-
ed, and a psychiatrist is flying
from a nearby base to see him.
The court-martial forms did not
leave the company area until
two weeks after the incident. He
has never been notified of_ that
fact and he waits in the ner-
vous tension that comes with
waiting for an ax to fall. The
charge is “willful disobedience
to a commanding officer.” It is

Communists. Many students
claim this is a wishful view that
commands little support from
the facts. '

Noninvolved students span the
range from staunch government
supporters to an occasional NLF
sympathizer or party member.

Many claim that it is useless
to be simply against the govern-
ment. “We have to have faith in
the government,” they say. “We
have to give the government a
chance.”

Others hold that this is a for-
eign war being fought between
major powers on Vietnamese
soil and no affair of Vietnamese,

"They are anxious to bring down

any government that not only
allows the war to conlinue, but
condones it.

The majority are conient,

Who Wi

not the only possible charge
(there is for instance the charge
of “cowardice in the face of the
enemy"”) but it is the most con-
venient and easy.to prove, and
it is in all likelihood the one
that will be used. It is a very
serious charge, for under the
provisions of the Uniform Code
of Military Justice, convictipn
under general court-martial, the
most solemn of military courts,
can bring in time of peace, a
dishonorable discharge, reduc-
tion to lowest enlisted grade,
forfieture of all pay and allow-
ances, and five years at hard la-
bor in the federal military pris-
on at Fort Leavenworth.

The course of justice in the
Army is laborious and time con-
suming, and in many ways far
superior to what passes for jus-
tice in most civilian courts. The
charges must be reviewed at
every level of command from
Company to Division, and rec-
ommendations made. Only if
every level of command recom-

mends a general court-martial,

and only if it is personally ap-
proved by the commanding gen-
eral, can it be convened. Any
level of command can recom-
mend lesser charges and no lev-
el may increase them. If the
final decision is to convene the
court, an investigation similar
to a civil grand jury investiga-
tion is launched, and from this
point on the defendant will
have a lawyer to defend him. If
the jury rules that the general

court is not warranted, the en-

tire procedure begins again,
with no possibility of a general
court-martial.

A general court-martial con-
sists of at least five officers, or
if the accused requests, one-
third of the court can be en-
listed men. Most EM choose not
to have their peers sit in judg-
ment, feeling that an officer is
more likely to be sympathetic
to the prnblem. The acrused
must be represented by a de-
fense council, a certified lawyer
from the Staff Judge Advocate’s
office, though he may request a
particular individual if he is
available or pay for _his own
civilian lawyer (difficult in
Vietnam of course).

Ray has no legal grounds for
aquittal if a court-martial is
convened. He is not a Conscien-
tious Objector, he is not insane,
he will not obey the order if it
is given him in the future. And
most decidedly, he will be found
guilty if tried. But he has some
chances before trial. A psychia-

even in the midst of chaos and
war, to go about their daily
business and hope that things
will someday be better. They are
not so much unconcerned as
cynical, cynical about the gov-
ernment, cynical about the Viet-
cong, and cynical about the pos-
sibility of any - group or indi-
vidual creating a nationwide
political base,

But the encouraging fact
about Vietnamese ‘students is
that they represent an expand-
ing middle class and a genera-
tion capable of taking over ef-
fective political control of the
country.

They are one of the few hope-
ful signs in Vietnam.

(Next: Talks with student
leaders.)

| Not Kill

trist may attest that a return to
combat duty would endanger
his mental health and is not
recommended. The court will
consider the fact. The Army it-
self may decide to discharge him
on grounds of unfitness or in-
adaptlability for military service,
Since Ray is only three months
from discharge, the Army may
just wait and allow him to be
released on schedule (though
the Army can hold him beyond
his discharge while proceedings
are in progress). Someone along
the line of command can recom-
mend a lesser charge or lesser
court and therefore lesser pen-
alties, (A special cotrt may .hot
imprison a man for more than
six months.) T

I spent three days with Ray,
talking with him, discussing his
future and the decision’ that so
endangers it. He is not a pacifist,
not a hippie, not left-wing, not
even a peacenik. He does not
really care about Vietnam. Yet,
he has chosen not to kill.

It is not the first time he has
"made such a decision. During

his first tour here, in an area
called a free-fire zone where
anyone and any-thing can be
killed and usually is, he was
ordered to kill an old and harm-
less looking man. He refused
and though he was loudly be-
rated for it, there are enough
people willing and even eager
to carry out such an order that
nothing more came of it. He has
seen many pecnle shot for sim-
ply being where they should not
have been. He will admit to the
necessity of it sometimes, but
does not want to do it himself.
He has seen his friends shot and
maimed. He has seen fellow sol-
diers who took part in the same
things he has and crack'up af-
terwards. Through it all, he has
retained his sanity.

It is not easy for Ray to ex-
plain his reasons for refusing to
go out on the line any longer. It
took nights of talk before he
could express himself and even
then was not completely clear.

However-I try to explain his -

motives, it is an injustice to the
depth of his sincerity. It is dan-
gerous to make friends in Viet-
nam knowing that they can die
so quickly and so easily. So one
stops making friends using

every bit of ccnscious effort nec-
. essary to avoid intimacy. The
effort can be almost as much of
a strain as the loss might have
been. Ray has found the strain
overpowering., He will not see
(Continned on Page 3)
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